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Notes: Robins may have breached the so-called truce that one of the leading 

women's suffrage organizations, the WSPU, declared when the war broke out, in 

lobbying for the rights of women to vote. (Yet many other feminist leaders were 

Pacifists like Sylvia Pankhurst, or they objected to Emmeline and Christabel 

Pankhurst's support of the war policy of the government.) Robins had spent the 

early part of 1916 in the US. Before that, she volunteered at Endell Street 

Hospital, organizing a library for soldiers recovering from war injuries. Wendy 

Moore, in her book on the Endell Street Hospital, No Man's Land: The Trailblazing 

Women Who Ran Britain's Most Extraordinary Military Hospital During World War 

I, uses Robins' diary to detail some of the flavor of the military hospital's 1915 

origins. Moore mentions that there was an official blackout of press coverage of 

Zepplin raids and cites Robins diary entry to describe the eerie effects of 

witnessing a Zepplin dropping its bombs in September 1915 (Moore, pp. 137-8).  

It is clear that Robins here objects to employers who took advantage of women 

laborers. Her stress that conscription of the unrepresented was "indistinguishable 

from slavery" (p. 485) demonstrates her feminist advocacy.  --JEG 
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