PSC 100-201:
Introduction to American Government
Spring 2026 | Online
Classroom: Canvas
Professor: Mr. Jason Summar
Office: Virtual
Office Hours: 
Virtual – T/R: 7:00 – 9:00 Pm
Appointment – contact for mutually agreed upon date and time
E-mail: jsummar@jsu.edu
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Course Catalog Description:
Structure and organization of the American national government. Evolution of the United States Constitution and the federal system, civil rights, voting and elections, Congress, the President, and the federal courts

PSC Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the course, you will be able to:
· Explain the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and analyze how the U.S. Constitution addresses those weaknesses.
· Describe the departments, actors, powers, and relationships within the federal government.
· Differentiate between civil liberties and civil rights, providing examples of each.
· Comprehend how political values and ideologies influence perceptions of government.
· Clarify how political parties, interest groups, the media, campaigns, and election processes contribute to the functioning of American government.
· Recognize how current economic, domestic, and foreign policy debates are rooted in the foundations of the American political system.
· Engage in political participation through composing a letter to an elected official.

Jax MIX Student Learning Outcome:
· Written communication: As effective communicators, students will be able to generate ethical communications that have a clear purpose, intended audience, and are well organized according to disciplinary conventions.

Required Texts: 
Patterson, Thomas E. 2024. We The People: An Introduction to American Government. 15th Edition. New 	York, NY: McGraw Hill. ISBN: 978-1265630669.
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