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mhomas awarded for book on Southern women I
By ROY WILLIAMS
Chanticleer Senior Editor
History professor Dr. Mary
Martha Thomas was recently
awarded a certificate of appreciation by the Jacksonville branch of
the American Association of University Women (AAUW).
Dr. Jean Paxton, chairman of the
women's studies committee, said
that the AAUW presented the
certificate to Thomas in recognition
of her upcoming book, Riveting and
Rationing in Dixie: Alabama Women and the Second World War.
"We are acknowledging Dr.
Thomas because she has made a
terrific scholarly effort on behalf of
Southern women in her new book,"
Paxton said.
Thomas, whose book is due to be
published this fall, said she feels
honored to receive the award.
"It feels good to know that they
(the AAUW) think enough of me to
award me with this certificate. I've
been a member of the organization
in the past and am pleased to see
that they are interested in the history of women," Thomas said.
Thomas has taught at JSU since
1969. She received her undergraduate studies at Southern Methodist University and completed her
graduate work at the University of
Michigan and Emory University in
Atlanta.
She did research for her book for
nearly five years at the National
Archives in Washington D.C., and
the State Archives in Montgomery.
She has written one previous book,
Southern Methodist - University -

Founding and Early Years, published in 1974.
"Women's history is a relatively
new field that only began to develop
in the early 1970s. Before then,
history was presented only from the
viewpoint of white males," Thomas
said.
Her book centers on the era of
World War I1 which has been widely
debated by historians. William
Chafe, a historian at Duke University, described the war as a turning
point for women, a period that
started a time bomb that exploded
into the Civil Rights movement of
the 1960s and the women's movement of 1970s.
"Despite the fact that women had
jobs and economic opportunities
prior to World War 11, the war
provided them with jobs in areas
that were not open to them before.
There was a shortage of men available for jobs during the war. so the
government turned to 'woman
power.' These women handled their
jobs pretty well," Thomas said.
Though her book focuses mainly
on women in Alabama that were
employed in the shipping industries,
making weapons in the state
arsenals and performing other wartime duties, it also paints an accurate picture of the life of the
typical housewives who stayed
home during the war.
AAUW is one of the oldest women's organizations in the U.S., according to Paxton. Founded in 1891,
it has over 183,000 members
throughout the nation. The Jacksonville branch includes JSU faculty

Dr. Jean Paxton presents certificate of appreciation to Thomas.
members Martha Merrill, librarian; Gwen Mulder, sociology; Mary
Jane Peters, computer science;
Sharon Dempsey, math; Paxton;
and Claudia McDade, psychology.
"Our main aim is to promote the
efforts of women in scholarly ways.
The onlv requirement for membership is ihat ihe woman be a college

graduate of a four year college or
university," Paxton said.
The organization meets regularly
once per month, she said. They
often hold programs to educate the
community on such issues as sex
education and teenage pregnancy.
AAUW also provides a yearly scholarship for a female International

House student.
Thomas says she would like to
publish more books about women in
the future.
"For my next project, I'd like to
write an account of the women's
suffrage drive. Eventually, I'd like
to write a book about women in
higher education," she concluded.

Student organizes book selling-and buying project
4 4

By ROY WILLIAMS
Chanticleer Senior
A JSU student is organizing a
book selling-and-buying project that
he says will serve as an alternative
to the area bookstores. Michael
Bell, 111, a junior marketing major,
has set up a meeting next week in
which JSU students planning to attend school during minimester or
the summer semesters can get together to negotiate the sale of their
own books.
"For a long time, JSU students
have had no alternative but to buy
and sell books a t the various h k stores. For many, the book prices
were very unfavorable. So I feel
there has been a need for someone

to come up with an idea where seller
meets buyer," Bell said.
Bell, who coordinated the book
project himself, said that he and a
staff will set up a booth on Monday,
April 20 a t the Baptist Campus
Ministry from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Any students who want to buy books
should come in, provide a list of the
books they want to buy, and have
their name, address and phone
number registered in a roster. On
Tuesday, April 21 a t the BCM from 9
- 5 p.m., all students who want to
sell their books should come to the
booth, he said.
"On Tuesday, we'll show them
our rosters of the persons who want
to buy books. Then, the students can
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call them on their own and negotiate
on a price. We're providing a free
service; we'll receive no profit from
it. Bob Ford of the BCM has been
very helpful in getting things
started," Bell said.
Bell feels that this project could
be one of the biggest to hit the
campus in a long time. He said that
it applies to every student a t JSU.
"We students plan an all-out campaign to let these monopolists know
that we're tired of their high prices.
As students, we should take a leading role in any manner necessary to
shape our environment. We Should
not have to submit ourselves to
inconveniences if we have the ability to change them. We should make
the impossible possible," Bell said.

Bell, who plans to run for SGA
president next spring, said he has
another idea in the works that he
feels will catch JSU president Dr.
Harold McGee's attention.
"As students, we have the ability
to mold an environment more suitable to our needs. This generation of
college students will bring about
much change and innovation, and
we must patiently pull together to
create an environment in which no
one is left out," he said.
He hopes the book project helps to
pull the student body together.
"There comes a time in the
course of human events in which all
students must pull together to
achieve the common good," Bell
concluded,

Bell

On April 20

Service commemorating holocaust to be held in libraryBy CYNDI OWENS
Chanticleer Staff Writer
A service commemorating the
World War I1 Holocaust will be held
April 20at 7:30p.m. on the 11th floor
of Houston Cole Library.
According to Linda Cain, the commemoration has been held for the
past five years.
The service is designed to keep
vividly in mind the destruction of
six million Jews by the Nazis between June 1941 and May 1945.
Hitler called it "The Final Solution
of the Jewish Problem."
The evening will consist of music,
readings, and a movie.
"The readings are from a program on the Holocaust," Cain said.
Dr. Wayne Claeren is one of the
scheduled speakers.
.

"This is called 'The End and The
Beginning,' from the book And the
World Was Silent, by Elizer (Elie)
Wiesel. It is a reminiscence by a
man who spent several years in a
concentration camp," Claeren said.
He added that Wiesel was a child
a the time, and it was more than ten
years after his release before he
could bring himself to recall the
experience.
when the Nazis realized that the
Allies were'about to take over, a
mass execution was planned.
Through luck and the help of others,
he escaped the inal deaths, Claeren
stated.
Along with Claeren, members of
the drama honor society, Alpha Psi
Omega, are scheduled to present
readings.
Dr. Richard Armstrong will pres-

ent the music and the film Night and
Fog is slated to be shown.
In cooperation with the service, a
Special book display will be set up in
the lobby of the library.
"The display consisits of books

about the Holocaust, both recent
and classic," Cain stated.
The evening will end with the
recitation of the Kaddish, which is
the prayer for the dead.
A reception will follow the ser-

vice, and everyone is invited to
attend.
For more information on the commemoration, contact Linda Cain
(4858), Teresa Suco (4253) or Steven
Whitton (4412).

"The display consists of books about the Holocaust,
both recent and classic."
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