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Teaching Non-Western Literature
by Raina Kostova

Picture of Summer Palace in Beijing, China- courtesy of Raina Kostova

In 2013 I was given the unique opportunity to develop and teach a new course for our
department, EH 431/431G Non-Western Literature. Our department head Dr. Felgar approached
me, asking if I was willing to propose this course to the Undergraduate Council in order to help
meet the State of Alabama educational requirements for the JSU Department of Secondary
Education. I was thrilled to accept the offer, realizing that launching the course would be an
immense learning opportunity. Which texts and national literatures count as non-Western? Do
they belong together in the same way that Western literatures are part of the same tradition?
Where is the dividing line between Western and non-Western cultures? Is this new course on
non-Western literature the counterpart of the surveys we teach on world literature? If so, our
categories or groupings of literature become slightly skewed with the introduction of EH
431/431G. These are questions that still plague me after having taught the course for three
semesters, yet I have recognized that universities nationwide struggle with these controversial
issues, as more and more higher education institutions feel compelled to offer a general course
on non-Western literature, while keeping the title of “world” literature for courses that focus
primarily on the Western tradition.
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At the annual convention of the American Comparative Literature Association in Vancouver,
Canada, in 2011, two years before proposing EH 431/431G at JSU, I witnessed the tension
surrounding the teaching of literatures from different cultures under broad titles such as “world”
and “comparative” literature, with the unspoken understanding that “non-Western” literatures
(albeit never mentioned as a category) do not fit into these titles. David Damrosch, Professor at
Harvard University and editor of the then recently published Longman Anthology of World
Literature, had an impassioned debate with the renowned postcolonial critic Gayatri Spivak.
Damrosch defined the three principal problems in the study of world literature—which parallel
those in the study of non-Western literature—namely, that it “can very readily become culturally
deracinated, philologically bankrupt, and ideologically complicit with the worst tendencies of
global capitalism.”1 In today’s financially strained academia, with the study of foreign languages
increasingly minimalized and the study of cultures at best superficial, it appeared that there is a
“good” way of teaching world literature, but also a “bad” way of doing it, which could cause
more harm than good.
In Spivak’s view, this detrimental way of teaching world literature has to do with the “‘multiculti’ American exceptionalism, the unexamined belief that a nation of immigrants can celebrate
some Disneyfied diversity without doing the hard work of learning anything substantial about
cultures.”2 Damrosch underscored that America is not the only country dealing with “covert
exceptionalism, a cryptonationalism or even open jingoism, deeply engrained within comparative
studies.” As a native of a different country, I can testify that these phenomena are unfortunately
not limited to American classrooms, so I agree with Damrosch that our job as teachers is “to
shake comparative literature out of its dogmatic slumber, to critique its nationalist selfinvolvement, and to really push back against the market at every opportunity.”3
The stakes seemed high and so did the responsibility for being a teacher. In coping with these
problems, Damrosch suggested educators should advocate for the study of foreign languages and
cultures and make changes to their curricula in order to include texts from non-Western cultures,
thus influencing the market of textbooks and anthologies to include larger selections of nonWestern texts. This was precisely the impulse behind his edition of The Longman Anthology,
which significantly increased the representation of such non-Western writers compared to
existing anthologies of world literature. In his view, “a good anthology, or a good course, or a
good research project challenges the reigning doxa, pushes against the euphorias of national selfsatisfaction.”4
While both speakers agreed that North American universities should press for the teaching of
foreign languages and literatures from diverse cultures, Spivak opposed the universal template of
the anthology genre (and the corresponding teaching model), grouping writers from different
cultures on the basis that they have produced great works of literature. Such “leveling” of
writers and cultures threatens to undermine the singularity of their work, culture, and experience.
In her words, we are caught in “the politics of identity,” which threatens to overcome “the ethics
of alterity.” “In the ethics of alterity,” she clarified, “we can imagine the other […] as singular,
p. 456. Damrosch, David and Gayatri Spivak. “Comparative Literature/World Literature: A Discussion with Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak and David Damrosch.” Comparative Literature Studies 48.4 (2011):455-485. JSTOR. Web. 6 June 2018.
2 Ibid, 463.
3 Ibid, 463.
4 Ibid, 463.
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universalizable, but never universal.” “I don’t think we can hold back the stakes of a world
literature,” she added, “[but] we, who are interested in the singularity of the literary production,
can always try to remain short of that final coding. Into a ‘universal,’ the ‘world’ as adjective.”5
What Spivak meant was that rather than eliminate the adjective “world” (or “non-Western”) for
our survey courses, we should be aware of its limitations, namely the fact that literatures from
diverse cultures could be mechanically systematized and analyzed using identical methodologies.
The singularity of a great work, as she insisted, is precisely its failure to fit into an existing
template in the first place, so
that it perplexes even readers
from its own language and
culture. Being at a loss when
interpreting such works is
their value, so trying to
classify them and put them in
a grid of world traditions—
that is, universalizing them—
inevitably leads to the loss of
their uniqueness and alterity.

Poets’ Enclave in Tang Paradise, Xi’an, China- courtesy of Raina Kostova

That is precisely the
insurmountable challenge that
I face with my course on nonWestern literature. Is it ever
possible to do justice to the
literary masterpieces that I
have selected to cover? Just
by referring to them as
“literary” and “masterpieces,”
I have already breached the
ethics of alterity that Spivak
so highly cherishes. Is it ever
possible to teach a generalized
course like this, while keeping
an ethical distance? What is
the alternative to that in our
humanities-averse world?

Ever since I started graduate school in the Comparative Literature Department at Emory
University in 2001, I have been faced with debates regarding the value and validity of the
discipline. Yet I did not feel the practical relevance or urgency of these discussions until I started
teaching world literature, at about the same time when I listened to the conversation between
Damrosch and Spivak. A lot has changed in the past seventeen years, including the introduction
of the non-Western courses into many universities’ curricula. Perhaps this development has to do
with the recognition of the inadequacy of the title of “world” literatures for courses, which in
5
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Werner Friederich’s words in 1960, deserved the title “NATO literatures,” because they covered
literatures only from countries in the Western alliance—in fact, what they covered, he claimed,
were only a quarter of the NATO national literatures.6 With the introduction of the category
“non-Western,” we have moved a step closer to recognizing the alterity of literatures from
countries apart from the Western traditions and have acknowledged that we need to provide
space for the study of such literatures, which would previously have had an exceptionally
marginalized place in a world literature course. A course on non-Western literature also provides
the time for a more detailed study of cultures. Yet, as my students have observed, we cover a
great bulk and variety of texts, which would better fit into a two-part course taught over two
semesters. If that is feasible, I have not enquired yet, but it may be well worth pursuing.
The great challenges for me in teaching EH 431/431G have to do with my urge to feel as
informed as possible on the material I have selected for the course and the awareness that I can
never pretend to understand or “master” the readings or even treat them as “literature” in the
same way I would analyze a literary text from the Western canon. Avoiding hasty systemization
and investing in learning about cultures is Spivak’s advice that I take to heart. Yet trying to get a
better understanding of a text in the context of its own culture is still an overwhelming task. I
have been lucky finding resources on non-Western cultures, such as books, specialized online
courses taught by experts in a particular culture, guest lecturers, and conferences. Participating in
the conventions of the American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA) and the
International Comparative Literature Association (ICLA) has brought me in touch with scholars
and faculty from around the world, allowing me a personal and professional connection with
people from diverse cultures and literatures. The debate between Damrosch and Spivak inspired
me to organize two seminars for the ICLA, one in 2013 at the Sorbonne University in Paris titled
“Why Comparative Literature,” and the other, in 2016 at Vienna University in Vienna, Austria,
on “Embracing the Other.” Both seminars proved to be essential to my preparation for teaching
EH 431/431G. I look forward to the next ICLA convention in 2019, in Shenzhen, China, a
country that I have grown fond of in the past six years.
My introduction to China and Chinese culture became possible through JSU’s program for
visiting lecturers from Wuhan University. In the course of the few months that scholars would
reside at our university, I would have formal and informal conversations with many of them in
the classroom, over walks, or for lunches and dinners. In 2012 Dr. Xiaojuan Zou, Associate
Professor in the English Department of Wuhan University, invited me and my colleague Larry
Gray to a conference on the significance of Chinese Literature at Wuhan University. The trip was
a true learning experience thanks to the incredible hospitality and generosity of Dr. Zou. She
served as our interpreter at several panels and tirelessly conveyed to us the essence of the papers
that were being presented. In addition, she planned a trip for us to two of the biggest centers of
Chinese culture, the current capital Beijing, and the old capital Xi’an, better known as the
location of the Terracotta Army of the Chin dynasty. With the help of faculty and students from
local universities, we learned a great deal about the dynasties that ruled from the Forbidden City,
the civil war in China in the early twentieth century, the historical conflicts between China and
Japan, as well as the special respect of the Chinese for learning and poetry. We discovered that
because of Confucius’s regard for poetry, for centuries established poets were funded by
emperors on a merit basis and worked in large pagodas, equipped with vast libraries and all
6
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necessities for life. In Tang Paradise, one of the central parks in Xian, we saw a large enclave
dedicated to poets, with numerous monuments and bas reliefs of poets and beautiful engravings
of poems. For more than 2,000 years—since the spread of Confucianism in 5th century BCE until
the Chinese Revolution in 1949—learning the five classics of the Confucian canon, a central one
of which is The Classic of Poetry, has been the primary way to securing administrative and
social positions
in China through
an annual nationwide
examination
system.
Learning these
facts about
Chinese history
and witnessing
the cultural
monuments that
embody the
significance of
poetry have
provided me
with an access
point for reading
and teaching
Chinese poetry
in translation.
Having Chinese
scholars as
friends has
allowed me the
luxury of getting
access to expert
poetry
interpretations
that come from
Hall of the Sea of Wisdom, a Buddhist Temple in the Summer Palace in Beijing, China- courtesy
of Raina Kostova
the original
culture.
My efforts to improve as a teacher of non-Western literature have also been fueled by a teaching
grant that I received from the Faculty Commons in 2015. With the funding, I purchased a
number of books on non-Western literatures, which have been of great value to me, helping me
become better informed about the different cultures and literatures I teach. I tend to think of EH
431/431G as a course no less rooted in literature than in cultural studies. The teaching method I
have adopted is tripartite: 1) learning about a non-western religion and culture, 2) reading a
classical (I hesitate to say “literary”) text from the same culture, and 3) reading a modern or
contemporary text from that culture. With this approach, students can have some basis of
6

comparison not only with their own culture, but also within the development of the non-Western
culture they study. Philology is, unfortunately, marginalized in this teaching of non-Western
literature in translation, and the only way to compensate for this lack of training is to find reliable
translations, compare translations, and read scholarly articles that discuss the value and
shortcomings of existing translations.
The backbone of the course has been a comparative analysis of religions, philosophies, and
cultures revealed in texts from India, China, Japan, Iran, Israel, Palestine, and Nigeria. Our
discussion topics include the following: creation stories, literature as the basis of civilization and
national identity, formation of the sense of self in Non-Western cultures as compared to its
American and
Western-European
counterparts, first
women writers from
Non-Western
origins, IsraeliPalestinian conflict
examined from both
sides, British
colonial
establishment in
Africa and Postcolonialism, and
intersections
between cultures. I
see this course as a
flexible entity, with
its structure and
reading schedule
open to change
every year. Such
structural openness
has allowed me to
invite guest speakers
from JSU and from
other universities,
who have lectured
on non-Western
texts of their own
choice and have left
Poets’ Enclave in Tang Paradise, Xi’an, China- courtesy of Raina Kostova
a deep impact on my
students. Dr. Joe
Morgan, Head of the Department of Physical and Earth Sciences at JSU and a Fulbright scholar
in India and Bhutan, became one of our guest speakers. Dr. Morgan shared some very interesting
information about the educational system in India and how university students there compare to
students in the USA. He also told the class about his personal experiences with Indian culture,
7

Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and religious festivals that he took part in. Two external guest
speakers were Dr. Duncan Yoon, from the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, and Dr. Ian
Campbell, Director of the Arabic Program at Georgia State University. Funding for these
speakers became possible through a REAL Teaching grant that I received from The Faculty
Commons and the English Department. These speakers’ presentations were open to all JSU
faculty, students, and staff and had a remarkable turnout. Both speakers made a great impression
on me and my students, and I have been discussing the possibility of sharing expenses with the
Faculty Commons and other academic departments at JSU to be able to invite similar speakers in
the future. Hopefully, such events will enhance interdisciplinary collaboration and learning at
JSU.
My overall effort in every literature course is to stimulate awareness of the connectedness
between cultures—to emphasize that national literatures and traditions do not exist in isolation
but are immersed
in a global
network of
connected events,
sensibilities, and
beliefs. Yet, we
should always be
cautious against
making hasty
presumptions
about similarities
between cultures
and literatures,
and humbly admit
our lack of
understanding of
cultures with
which we have not
been deeply
engaged. Finally,
through EH
431/431G, I hope
to have
contributed to
students’ ethical,
social, intellectual,
and cultural
development—all
listed in the
faculty handbook
The Terracotta Army in Xi’an, China- courtesy of Raina Kostova
among the core
values of our university.
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Resident “Rip” Retires
by April Mattox
After thirty-one years of dedicating his talent, time, and tenacity to Jacksonville State
University’s English Department, Dr. Bill Hug retired after teaching one last section of
Literature of the South to graduate students in July. He has been an amazing colleague, mentor,
and professor. He will be greatly missed by all, including Dr. Felgar, who says, “We will miss
Bill more than a lot: his kindness to all his colleagues, service as Director of Writing, willingness
to pitch in whenever he was asked to, unconditional support for the English Department, and
first-rate teaching and scholarship made him a stellar departmental citizen.” Unfortunately for
us, our resident scholar of late Nineteenth-Century literature with a focus on American
Naturalism will no longer occupy
the first-floor office by the
students’ lounge when the fall
term begins.
Dr. Hug graciously allowed me
the opportunity to interview him
for this article, and, as expected,
he kept me entertained, much like
he did when I was a student in a
handful of the courses he
regularly taught. In a traditional
classroom setting, Dr. Hug was
able to keep me involved in the
material, and his enthusiasm led
me to appreciate it as well, even
the material we covered in the
grueling Introduction to Graduate
Studies course that included a
monster of a library project.
Knowing at the time that I wanted
to teach, I made mental notes of
his methods and style of
instruction because I found him to
be very effective, as I learned a
great deal from him.
Prior to attending the University
of Dallas to earn his bachelor’s
Dr. Bill Hug outside of Stone Center- courtesy of April Mattox
degree, Dr. Hug explained he
“expected to be a car salesman.” Perhaps, this thought was due to his affinity for cars, as we all
know him to have a few classic cars, like his ‘75 Corvette and ‘79 El Camino. However, luckily
for us, he found his calling, thanks to several professors he encountered, which included several
Hungarian priests who fled their homeland in 1956 to escape Russian aggression. These priests
were, in Dr. Hug’s words, “scholars in the old European sense.” They and Louise Cowan, the
9

professor from whom he took a southern literature course, worked their magic and influenced a
great scholar to venture on to begin teaching and earn his doctorate after completing his Bachelor
and Master of Arts at the University of Dallas. He earned his doctorate from Auburn University
in 1985 and held an instructor position at Auburn for two years prior to getting a professor’s
position with JSU’s English Department in 1987. He cited another reason for wanting to teach: “I
liked school very much and I didn’t want to leave. I decided to be a teacher, so I wouldn’t have
to leave school.” Although he has finally left school, he is not leaving his studies and research.
He plans to continue to do research on Jacob Riis, the Danish-American photojournalist. Dr. Hug
also looks forward to revisiting some of his favorite works of literature and reading works that he
has never read. He will fill some of his days during retirement with the classics of literature and
others with possibly restoring his classic ‘69 Camaro, thus indulging in two of his favorite
things.
In addition to sharing some of his plans for retirement, he also relayed a few things he most
enjoyed about his time with the English Department. He enjoyed his role as Director of Writing
and, at one time, he was the advisor for undergraduates. He enjoyed advising students because it
allowed him a chance to meet with them, make suggestions about their courses, and inform them
about career options their degrees in English would allow them. He says advising students was
“rewarding.” During my time as a student at JSU, Dr. Hug was my undergraduate advisor. After
hearing nightmares about some advisors and their elusiveness, I was pleasantly surprised to have
an advisor that was genuine, easily accessible, and most helpful. In my time working here, I have
continued to pop into his office for advice. He has been a mentor to all of us in one way or
another. One last piece of advice he has for us all is to keep in mind that what is obvious to us
may not be obvious to the students; therefore, we must be aware of how our students receive the
material and how they are most likely exploring the material for the first time. Dr. Hug added
that he has enjoyed teaching and has found it most rewarding to successfully teach students to
write, especially the students who struggled with the task. Furthermore, as is most likely the
thought with every educator, those students who showed enthusiasm and that earnest desire to
learn have left big impressions on him. He fully enjoyed all the courses he taught, but he most
enjoyed teaching surveys in American, British, and world literature.
Dr. Hug further explained how he has thoroughly enjoyed his time with our department: “I feel
fortunate to have worked with the people in our department and with the people for whom I have
worked, Dr. Cox and Dr. Felgar. I feel very fortunate in the way this department manages to
maintain unity despite differences in teaching philosophy.” He shared that he will miss teaching
and he will miss his colleagues. Likewise, we will miss him. In the comments Dr. Felgar shared
about Dr. Hug, he added, “It didn’t hurt that Bill was an uncommonly likeable person.” In
Washington Irving’s classic, everyone except Dame Van Winkle loves Rip Van Winkle. As far
as likeability and congeniality are concerned, Dr. Hug is like Rip Van Winkle, but with a strong
work ethic and a kind spouse. We wish him all the best in his retirement. We will miss his
contributions to our department, and, most of all, we will miss him. He has promised to keep in
touch, so we will still have the pleasure of his friendship. Like Rip Van Winkle, Dr. Hug is a
bearded character who we will never forget and who will give us a smile every time he lands in
our thoughts or revisits the halls of the Stone Center.
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How I Met Tobias Wolff
by Randy Davis
Most of us have experienced a Proustian moment when a particular smell or sound takes us back
to another place and time. The sound of a rushing stream invariably transports me to my
grandfather’s camp in northern Maine where I spent many summer days as a child. Many of us
no doubt have songs that trigger certain moments from our lives; whenever I hear the Eagles’
mid ’70s hit “New Kid in Town,” part of me returns to my freshman year at Mt. Abram High
School, even though the “new kid” is now no doubt a member of AARP. Our sense of cultural
and historical events often becomes inextricably mixed with our individual contemporaneous life
experiences. Where were you when . . .?
One of the greatest values in reading
literature is that it can push the boundaries
of our imaginations beyond our individual
daily lives, expanding our sense of what it
means to be human. Yet our response to a
particular text may be affected as much by
the circumstances in which we first
encountered that text as by any assessment
of its intrinsic literary merit. Tobias Wolff
is an author whose works I frequently
recommend to those who ask me what they
should read next. I can make (and have
made) what I feel is a strong case that
Wolff is one of the best contemporary
American writers, a judgment shared by
many critics. Yet if I am completely
honest, I must admit that my first
acquaintance with Wolff came under rather
unusual circumstances, circumstances that
continue to color my reading of his works.
In the winter of 1991, nearing the
completion of my dissertation in Ohio
State University’s doctoral program in
A View from the third-story attic apartment- courtesy of Randy Davis
English, I was in the midst of a job
search in what was promising to be a
brutal market for would-be English professors. My wife and I lived on the edge of Columbus’s
Victorian Village, a once elegant but now slightly shabby neighborhood of massive houses from
the late nineteenth century. Our apartment was a third-story attic, formerly servants’ quarters,
whose sole access was a narrow fire escape attached to the side of a house that had probably
hosted grand parties a century earlier. Now it needed a decent paint job. Freezing in the winter,
stifling in the summer, our apartment nevertheless possessed the one necessary feature for a
graduate student—the rent was cheap.
11

I arrived home at my usual time in the late afternoon and was about to start making supper when
I noticed the flashing light on our answering machine. I hit the playback button and headed for
the kitchen but stopped after the recording’s first few words. The voice was that of a girl in her
mid-teens, the tone conversational, nonchalant even—but the words were straight from a slasher
movie: “We’re goin’ to wait till the middle of the night and then we’re goin’ to come to where
you live and we’re goin’ to cut your throats and we’re goin’ to rape you.” It was obviously a
prank call, a bit of misguided afternoon fun. But something about it pricked my anxious
imagination. As ridiculous as it seemed, I pictured a newly formed mid-American Manson
family sneaking up our fire escape in the
middle of the night, breaking down the door
and trapping us. Helter skelter.
My wife was certainly not pleased with the
phone message— “That’s sick” was her
response—but she seemed more disgusted than
shaken. The police were polite when they
came by to listen to the recording, but they
seemed more concerned with the long kitchen
knife—the closest thing we had to a weapon—
I had placed on the table than with the
possibility of finding my wife and me
disemboweled in our apartment the following
day.
Prone to insomnia anyway, I knew I was going
to have a long night. After an evening of
watching innocuous network television and the
thankfully tame local news, my wife went to
bed, and I prepared to spend a watchful night
on the living room couch with the kitchen
knife—my ad hoc Excalibur—on the nearby
coffee table. Searching for something to
Randy Davis and his wife Denise on the fire escapeabsorb my attention, I picked up The Norton
courtesy of Randy Davis
Anthology of Short Fiction, 4th edition, which I
had assigned in my Introduction to Fiction class I was teaching that term. I decided to look for a
story that I had never read before in order to achieve maximum distraction from my midnight
jitters. Scanning the table of contents, I was intrigued by the odd title of one of the last stories in
the collection— “In the Garden of the North American Martyrs.” The author was someone
named Tobias Wolff. I’d never heard of him.
As I forced myself to focus on the opening words, I was soon drawn in. In eloquent though not
splashy prose, Wolff establishes the story’s basic scenario: a middle-aged history professor
named Mary loses her job when the college where she has taught for many years goes bankrupt,
the result of risky investments by the financial manager. In a tight job market (a detail that hit
rather close to home for me at the time), Mary is forced to accept her only job offer—a position
at an institution where she is miserable. She is overjoyed when former colleague Louise, who
12

had had the good fortune to land a job
at a “famous college in upstate New
York,” invites her to apply for a nearly
ideal opening at this school. The
campus visit, however, turns out to be a
disaster. The other members of the
search committee do little to mask their
indifference to Mary’s presence.
Louise finally confesses to Mary in
private that the only reason she had
been brought to campus was to fulfill a
statute that the college must interview
at least one woman for every opening.
The committee had all along known
whom they wanted for the position;
Mary had never actually been
considered. Wolff’s story closes with
Mary delivering a presentation to the
search committee and invited faculty, a
required part of the interview process
about which Louise had neglected to
A glimpse of the attic apartment in Columbus, Ohio- courtesy of
Randy Davis
inform Mary before she arrived on
campus. Louise had given Mary one of
Louise’s old papers to read, expecting her merely to go through the motions like a good sport.
How Mary responds comprises one of the most skillfully created and moving climaxes of any
story I’ve read (and one that I’m not going to spoil here).
The story had taken no more than a few minutes to complete, yet reading it had dispelled my
jumpiness. I was no longer spooked by the words of some bored Columbus teenager looking for
kicks. The story had helped alter my frame of mind on that night to allow me some perspective
into my anxiety. Wolff had performed no grand gestures, but offered a provisional clarity, an
insight into the human condition, what Robert Frost observed about the nature of his own
poetry— “a momentary stay against confusion.”
In the 27 years since this “meeting,” I have continued to read and re-read the works of Tobias
Wolff and have assigned some of them in classes I’ve taught at Jacksonville State University
(where I was offered a job in May of 1991). I’ve often used his memoir This Boy’s Life in
freshman composition, and I’ve included his novel Old School in my graduate course in
contemporary American literature. He is among the handful of writers whose works I make a
point of reading upon publication. I even named my beloved Golden Retriever Toby. I would
like to think that regardless of circumstances I would have somehow run across the works of
Tobias Wolff at some point in my career. And yet whenever I think about Tobias Wolff, part of
me invariably returns to a worn couch on a cold February night in 1991 in Columbus, Ohio—
with a kitchen knife by my side.
Editor’s note: If you have your own story about discovering a favorite author, please submit to admattox@jsu.edu. Your story
may be selected for next year’s edition.

13

Remembering Gene Williams
by Randy Davis, Bill Hug, and April Mattox
On June 24th, 2018, a former colleague and longtime friend passed away at Regional Medical
Center. Gene Williams retired from Jacksonville State University in 2003 after a long career of
teaching. Prior to teaching at JSU, Mr. Williams attended the Alabama Polytechnic Institute at
Auburn, graduating in 1959, and practiced his craft at colleges in New York, Alabama, and
Louisiana. He was dedicated to his students, the department, and the university. He will be
greatly missed by his JSU family, and we keep his family in our thoughts. Instead of a long list
of his many accomplishments, the words of two of our faculty who knew him best seem the most
fitting to honor Gene Williams’ memory.

Pictured left to right are Bill Hug, Randy Davis, and Gene Williams- courtesy of Randy Davis

Dr. Bill Hug and Dr. Randy Davis had the pleasure of working with Gene and continued their
friendship with him after his retirement, gathering for lunch together as time and schedules
allowed. Dr. Hug had the following to say: “In his heyday, Gene Williams was the English
Department’s Spirit of Mischief, its Lord of Misrule. ‘Evil E’—that’s what one of Gene’s
favorite students called him; a former colleague Susan Methvin or maybe Janet Smart dubbed
him ‘Saint Salacious.’ Gene’s mission was spreading delightful mayhem; his antics covered a
broad range of people (real and imagined), implements, and acts. There were the Countess with
her firm bodice and Torquato with his shucking knife (ask Carmine or Randy-present faculty);
brother Bill, the proffered Holocaust survivor (ask retired colleague Steve Whitton); the beaker
of some sort of milky, yellow liquid that migrated from office to office (ask John-present
faculty); the terrifying mask that leapt from the refrigerator (DON’T ask recently retired Bill);
and, of course, the notorious stolen sweater (Carmine again). Among some of us, these exploits
achieved a certain grandeur. And he was the best teacher of writing I ever saw. Students in
Gene’s advanced writing classes won ACETA’s competition in the undergraduate essay three
years running; other years, they usually placed. His gift for connecting with developmental
14

students was startling; they often came back to him for help with the ECE, or simply to stay in
touch. One, a football player drafted by the Miami Dolphins, made Gene godfather to his child.
We won’t see his like again.”
With echoes of a familiar sound surrounding Gene Williams—the sound of laughter—Dr. Davis
recalled the following memories of his dear friend: “Gene Williams was a true merry prankster.
Not of the electric koolaid-Ken Kesey stamp, he was too properly groomed and behaved, too
gentlemanly ever to be taken for a hooligan. Yet for many years Gene was Stone Center’s
resident trickster. He had the unerring skill of identifying and targeting the foibles of his
colleagues. His jokes were always
funny, and they were always goodnatured. A list of Gene’s pranks
would fill a book, but I can think of
no instance when any of his victims
ever became angry with him. As
someone whose office was next to
Gene’s, I had plenty of opportunity
to witness his gentle mayhem . . .
and occasionally experience it
firsthand. A representative sample:
When I first began teaching at JSU,
it was impressed upon all instructors
that they were to arrange for
substitutes if they ever were unable
to attend a class; cancelling meetings
was not an option. In the fall of
1993, I was to attend a conference in
the Midwest and had diligently
found several colleagues who could
take over the class meetings I would
miss. A relatively new and still
A photo of Gene’s report to Randy- courtesy of Randy Davis
uptight assistant professor, I worried
that a couple of these colleagues
might forget, and I had shared my (as
it turned out unfounded) concerns with Gene. The picture to the left is a copy of the report for
Gene’s unsolicited ‘services’ I found in my departmental mailbox when I returned to campus
(with names redacted to protect the innocent). In addition to all the laughter he brought, I’ll
remember Gene for his dedication to his students. Gene was never one to spout platitudes about
the importance of teaching. Yet his conduct as a teacher, which I had the privilege to witness
throughout the last decade of his career (and the first decade of mine), was always eloquent
testimony to how seriously he took his profession. His office hours were filled with students
seeking his help. I suspect he may have helped more students pass the ECE than any other
member of the English Department. A tableau etched in my memory reveals just what studentcentered teaching looks like: Gene at his desk and a student sitting opposite him, both leaning in
and carefully examining the student’s work. Impish as he could be, Gene’s fundamental respect
for his students is what I will treasure most about my friend.”
15

Miscellany
by April Mattox
This year’s Faculty Awards Program was held on May 1st. Several of our faculty received service
pins: Carmine Di Biase, 25 years; Pitt Harding, 15 years; Susan Dean, 10 years. Carmine Di
Biase, Joanne Gates, and Larry Gray received Faculty Research Awards. For the second year in a
row, Jennifer Foster won a major award, earning the Earlon and Betty McWhorter Outstanding
Teacher Award. In addition to this prestigious award, Jennifer was also selected as JSU Alumni
Association’s Outstanding Faculty Member for 2018. Additionally, our colleague and Faculty
Commons Director, Gena Christopher, received the William A. Meehan Legacy Award and
announced her retirement.
In other news, on June 6th, the School of Arts and Humanities welcomed its new Dean, Dr. Staci
Stone, at a reception in the theatre lobby. Dr. Stone, in a sense, has returned home. The building
that houses the Drama, English, Foreign Language, and History Departments is named after Dr.
Stone’s grandfather, who served as JSU’s president for 10 years. Additionally, Kitty Stone
elementary was renamed after her grandmother, who served as a teacher and then principal of the
elementary school. Dr. Stone earned her bachelor’s at the University of Alabama, and her
master’s and doctorate at the University of South Carolina, apparently finding that education is
in her blood. Our department welcomes and looks forward to working with her. Our department
would also like to thank Lori Owens for her service as interim Dean. She more than deserves our
appreciation for her service since Dean Wade retired last year, especially in managing the
aftermath of the March 19th tornado that swept through our campus. As Director of the Honors
Program, Dr. Owens
had more than just the
School of Arts and
Humanities to manage,
as the Honors House on
11th street was severely
damaged by the
tornado.

The back wing of Merrill Building that housed the department’s overflow- courtesy of April
Mattox
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As far as the tornado
that devastated our
campus on March 19th
is concerned, many of
us are still in awe as to
how the Stone Center,
despite some roof,
water, and window
damage, faired so well,
considering that nearly
everything around it
was destroyed,
including the Merrill
Building and the houses

located across Church Street and beyond in the area known as the avenues. Luckily, JSU was on
spring break when the tornado tore its path through off-campus apartments, student dorms, and
academic buildings. Sadly, many of the faculty and staff of JSU received damage, from minor to
major, and the landscape of our university grounds has changed tremendously with the loss of so
many trees and several structures. It was surreal to see the result of mother nature’s fury and to
smell the pinesap that permeated the air throughout the campus. We hope that alumni and other
donors will join us as JSU Strong and contribute to our university as we rebuild.

A before and after view of the sidewalk from Stone Center to the back wing of Merrill Building- courtesy of April Mattox

Only two of the Bradford Pear Trees (photographed in 2017) south of the Stone Center survived, and those have since been
cut down; the tree-lined upper parking lot is now absent of its trees as well- courtesy of April Mattox
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Imagining the Holocaust
by Heather Greene
For thirty-six years, the Jacksonville State University Holocaust Remembrance Committee has
focused upon retelling the stories of the Holocaust to keep the voices from the past alive. This
program has continued faithfully with the work of many dedicated individuals, but,
unfortunately, this year’s event was the second cancellation in the event’s history.
The 2018 Holocaust Remembrance Event speaker, Eli Pinhas, was scheduled to deliver an
account of his parent’s trials in Greece during World War II. This was to be the first time that the
Greek perspective has been presented at the JSU Holocaust Remembrance. Like many of the
events and meetings set for after Spring Break, the JSU Holocaust Remembrance program was
cancelled due to the tornado aftermath. However, Mr. Pinhas has most graciously agreed to come
next year as our speaker, so we eagerly look forward to his presentation.
This year, the Holocaust Remembrance Committee consists of Kim Stevens, professor and senior
catalog librarian; Bethany Latham, associate professor and electronic resources/documents
librarian; Russel Lemmons, professor of history; Esta Spector, community outreach; Heather
Greene, instructor of English; Nick Hoenshell, technical director for Drama; and Ranger Rumrill,
SGA president.
Despite the cancellation of the event, the Imagining the Holocaust writing competition carried on
as scheduled. As usual, the department saw some excellent work from middle school and high
school students around the state of Alabama. Winners were still awarded the monetary prizes
announced in the competition instructions. The following are the winners for the high school
portion of the competition: Short story: 1st place: Olivia Sapp, “Kitty Genovese Died Alone”; 2nd
place: Hannah Grace Morris, “The Song of the Dead”; 3rd place: Kelsey M. Rose, “It’s
Unfortunate.” Poetry: 1st place: Chase Ryan, “Brittle Bones”; 2nd place: Victoria Chamberlain,
“Hope for the Future”; 3rd place: Grace Reihl, “The Crooked Forest.” The following are the
winners for the middle school portion: Short story: 1st place: Kailey Adams, “Smile”; 2nd place:
Bryce Moore, “The Day It Was All Taken”; 3rd place: Isabella Willis, “The Day the World Fell
Apart.” Poetry: 1st place: Caleb Smith, “Mama Says”; 2nd place: Kileigh Cavender, “Black as
Night”; 3rd place: Claire Griffin, “Sunken Sockets.” To see some of the talented students’ work,
see the Student Sampler section beginning on page 30.
April Mattox (admattox@jsu.edu) serves as the coordinator for middle school entries, while
Susan Dean (sadean@jsu.edu) serves as the coordinator for high school entries. Despite the
challenges presented during the spring semester, they flawlessly carried out their duties with this
competition. Various members of the English Department volunteered as judges. For further
information, go to www.jsu.edu/english/holocaust. Additionally, the Holocaust publication is
available at http://www.jsu.edu/english/holocaust.html.
While the event did not go as planned, JSU is certainly blessed with individuals who put forth
considerable time and effort to make it and the writing competition happen each year. The
committee, university, and surrounding community anticipate the 2019 Holocaust Remembrance.
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JSU Writers Bowl
On October 25, 2017, the English Department sponsored the Twenty-Second Annual JSU
Writers Bowl. Over 500 students from high schools throughout northern Alabama traveled to
the JSU campus to compete. Following a Halloween theme, the morning prose competition
required teams of six students to compose a speech in the voice of a classic monster announcing
his decision to run for U.S. President. For the afternoon session, teams were asked to write a
villanelle in the voice of a classic villain giving advice to his or her protégé. For the individual
essay, students were asked to write a 500 to 700-word response to the following: “One principle
that has guided cultures in the past is treating others as one would like to be treated. Discuss an
example of a time when you have benefitted from an act of kindness.”

Team Oxymorons from Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic School: Vanessa Contreras, Stephanie Oblena, Sophia Allen,
Jayla Woods (Captain), and Julian Magadia- courtesy of Randy Davis

The winners for the 2017 Writers Bowl include the following: prose category: 1st place:
Wellborn Panthers II, Bristol Roszell (captain), Tona Davis, Jr., Candice Dake, Savannah
Milam, Kendejah Traylor, and Jayla Lowe from Wellborn High School, sponsor Charissa
Lambert; 2nd place: Renaissance Rejects, Hannah Gilliam (captain), Jeriel Jammullamudy,
Carina Whitmire, Mackenzie Perkins, Kyle Davis, and Audra Putnam from Lindsay Lane
Christian Academy, sponsor Jordan Brown; 3rd place: Not Two Bees, Kyler Lewis (captain),
Zepha Thacker, Grace Woods, Heather Williams, Tyler Sears, and Victoria Smith from Gaston
High School, sponsor Jennifer Knighten. In the poetry category: 1st place: Oxymorons, Jayla
Woods (captain), Vanessa Contreras, Julian Magadia, Stephanie Oblena, and Sophia Allen from
Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic School, sponsor Deannia George; 2nd place: 21 Syllables, Kelsea
Guffey (captain), Javier Palacios, Jr., James Bradford, John Cooper, Mackenzie Bynum, and
Sheridan Young from North Jackson High School, sponsor Melanie Nevels; 3rd place:
Alexandria High School Team 2, Justin Shaw (captain), Cassidy Smith, Lauryn McLaughlin,
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Lauren Henderson, Abby Bowers, and Joseph Tucker from Alexandria High School, sponsor
Kellilynn Sechrest. For the overall teams, the awards were as follows: 1st place: Alexandria High
School Team 2, Justin Shaw (captain), Cassidy Smith, Lauryn McLaughlin, Lauren Henderson,
Abby Bowers, and Joseph Tucker, sponsor Kellilynn Sechrest; 2nd place: Renaissance Rejects,
Hannah Gilliam (captain), Jeriel Jammullamudy, Carina Whitmire, Mackenzie Perkins, Kyle
Davis, and Audra Putnam from Lindsay Lane Christian Academy, sponsor Jordan Brown; 3rd
place: Two Bees, Amayiah Hill (captain), Sidney Childers, Cole Wadsworth, Chloe Johnson,
Joseph Hopwood, and Aleisha Foley from Gaston High School, sponsor Anita Campbell. In the
individual essay competition, the winners include the following: 1st place: Jace Driskill from
Southside High School, sponsor Kenny Clevenger; 2nd place: Waylan Mabrey from Cleburne
County High School, sponsor Tassa Cooper; 3rd place: Carrie Doss from Good Hope High
School, sponsor Pamela Couch. To see excerpts from some of the winning entries, please see the
Student Sampler section beginning on page 30.

Wellborn Panthers II from Wellborn High School: Tona Davis, Jr., Jayla Lowe, Kendejah Traylor, Savannah Milam,
Candice Dake, and Bristol Roszell (captain)- courtesy of Randy Davis

Randy Davis served as the chair of the Writers Bowl Committee, assisted by committee
members Christy Burns, April Mattox, and Mysti Nichols. Submissions were judged by the
following JSU faculty: Gena Christopher, Susan Dean, Kathryn Elkins, Larry Gray, Heather
Greene, Bill Hug, Katie Johnson, Raina Kostova, Joy Maloney, Sarah Moersch, David Myer,
Jeff Pruitt, and Teresa Reed.
The 2018 Writers Bowl will be held at Leone Cole Auditorium on October 31st. For information
about the Writers Bowl, go to http://www.jsu.edu/english/service.html.
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JSU Writers’ Club
The JSU Writers’ Club had an excellent year. The club hosted its annual RUM (Robert U.
Moersch) Fiction contest during the fall semester for which its winners were recognized at a
ceremony in November. The annual RUM Poetry contest was held during the spring semester.
The spring ceremony did not take place due to the March 19th tornado. Other contests sponsored
through the Writers’ Club include the Halloween, Arbor Day, and Valentine’s Day poetry
contests. The Writers’ Club continues to flourish and grow under Sarah Moersch’s guidance.
Megan Payne will substitute for Sarah during the fall semester while Sarah is on maternity leave.
Look for the contest winners’ works in the annual edition of Something Else.
The Writers’ Club meets every Thursday at
4:00 in the Writing Clinic to discuss work
students are in the process of writing and to
discuss club business. For more information on
the club, please contact Megan Payne
mpayne2@stu.jsu.edu or Sarah Moersch at
smoersch@jsu.edu.

JSU Writing Project
The thirtieth Jacksonville State University
Writing Project Summer Institute took place in
June and had yet another successful summer,
with teacher fellows from Jackson, Marshall,
Lee, Calhoun, and Talladega Counties in
attendance. Teacher fellows were exposed to
the latest educational technologies as well as a
teacher leadership workshop, which
featured Evan Horton, Coweta County School
System’s Director of Student Services, and
JSU Alumnus, Gena Christopher, former
director of the JSU Student Commons and
former Summer Institute teacher fellow. Along
with Technology Liaison Rodney Bailey and
Director Gloria Horton, teacher fellows were
given the opportunity to share their classroom
experiences and ideas for growth and
development. They were challenged to use the
exchange of ideas to create effective lessons.
For interest in next year’s writing project or to
be placed on the mailing list, please contact
ghorton@jsu.edu.

Picture of Redbud tree behind Merrill Building taken prior
to the tornado- courtesy of April Mattox
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Sigma Tau Delta
The Pi Epsilon chapter of Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society was founded in 1949 at
Jacksonville State University, making it one of the oldest student organizations on campus.
Katie Johnson and Katelyn Williams are faculty sponsors for the prestigious honor society.
Membership is open to undergraduates who have finished 3 semesters and have a 3.0 GPA.
Graduate students who are not members of the honor society and hold a 3.3 GPA are also
eligible. It is not necessary to be an English major or minor to be a member. Any interested
students should email Katie Johnson at kcjohnson@jsu.edu with the following information:
student’s full name, student number, email address, and undergraduate or graduate status.
Applications are usually accepted in early spring. The officers and faculty sponsors plan to have
regular meetings in the fall, along with many fun events, service projects, and other activities.
For further information, please contact Katie Johnson.

Southern Playwrights Competition
This year’s Southern Playwrights competition saw its usual large number of entries from across
the nation. Annually since 1989, the Southern Playwrights competition has sought to identify and
encourage the best of Southern play writing. The winning play receives a production by the JSU
Drama Department. The winner of this year’s competition is RIGHT by Nedra Pezold Roberts,
who is a previous winner from the Atlanta area.
The competition is especially grateful to the dedicated group of readers who helped to choose the
finalists and to Joy Maloney, Coordinator. For more information concerning the Southern
Playwrights competition, visit our website at http://www.jsu.edu/english/southpla or contact Joy
Maloney, jmaloney@jsu.edu.

Postscripts Bios
Rodney Bailey is the Technology Liaison for the JSU Writing Project and a member of the
Technology Liaison Network for the National Writing Project. Along with these duties and his
teaching duties, he also serves as the Color Guard Coordinator for the Marching Southerners.
Additionally, Rodney prepared a spectacular video displaying the English Department’s
strengths; it was shown at registration days this summer and will also be available at the
department’s website.
Don Bennett has been an instructor in the JSU English Department for sixteen years. He
teaches Freshman Composition I and II, Oral Communication, Survey of American Literature I,
Survey of English Literature I, and Advanced Composition. He is a member of the Friends of the
Library Board of Directors and is on the Advisory Board of the JSU Baptist Campus Ministries.
He also works the English Department table at JSU Preview Days. Don and his wife Amy
(Minister of Music and Youth at Tates Chapel Baptist Church/singer/vocal instructor/musical
director/actress/writer/blogger and mom extraordinaire) have two children: Timothy, an 18-yearold Cherokee County High School graduate attending JSU in the fall, and Paul, 12, a member of
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the Centre Middle School Show Choir and band, and actor in numerous musical theatre
productions.
Christy Burns teaches Oral Communication, English Composition, Technical Writing, Survey
of American Literature, and a course on Edgar Allan Poe. She judges several competitions, such
as Southern Playwrights and Imagining the Holocaust. In 2013 and 2014, she served as a
committee member to welcome visitors from Taizhou University. Additionally, she has served
on the Writers Bowl Committee since 2013 and has been an advisor for the Gamecock
Orientation team since 2014. In the 2016-2017 school year, she served as a Faculty Mentor for
the Quality Enhancement Plan. She completed the Certified Online Instructor Training in 2017.
Most recently, she presented two papers in Troy, Alabama, at the ACETA Conference, where
she also received the James Woodall Award.
Kathryn Elkins regularly teaches Oral Communication and English Composition I and II
courses. She organizes and administers the Major Field Achievement Test (MFAT) each
semester, and she also enjoys serving as a judge for various contests, including the Imagining the
Holocaust writing competition and the Writers Bowl. She looks forward to continuing to serve
the department in the coming year.
Randall Davis served as discussion
leader for the Twenty-Seventh
Annual Literature and Medicine
Retreat, Montgomery, AL, January
27-28, 2018, sponsored by the
Alabama Chapter of the American
College of Physicians. He
regularly teaches both
undergraduate and graduate classes,
including Contemporary American
and Native American Literature,
and does various service work,
including chairing on the Writers
Bowl Committee. In Spring 2018
Davis was appointed as advisor for
English MA students.

Joanne Gates, Carmine Di Biase, and Raina Kostova at SAMLA
conference- courtesy of Joanne Gates and Raina Kostova

23

Susan Dean participated as a judge
for several writing and speaking
competitions. She is the
Coordinator for the High School
division of the Imagining the
Holocaust writing competition. She
teaches English Composition, Oral
Communication, Survey of
American Literature, and Technical
Writing.

Carmine Di Biase attended the SAMLA convention in Atlanta last November, where he chaired
a session on Christopher Marlowe, which included two presentations by students in his Marlowe
course. One of those presentations, by Helen Companion, has now appeared in Notes & Queries,
which is among the most prestigious journals published by Oxford University Press. While at
SAMLA, Di Biase also presented a paper on Shakespeare's The Tempest, which he is preparing
for publication. His most recent publication, a review of a collection of essays on translation and
cultural reception, appeared last May in The Times Literary Supplement. This summer he
collaborated on Anniston's Shakespeare Project, serving as dramaturg as the crew prepared for
several performances of Julius Caesar geared towards area high school students. Furthermore, he
has undertaken a project to translate not only Pinocchio but also its sequel and other works by its
author Carlo Collodi, which are entirely unknown to English readers.
Robert Felgar received his fifty-year pin from the MLA and is on the eve of his twenty-first
year as Head of the English Department. He has agreed to submit a 3000-word entry on
Denmark Vesey’s Conspiracy, 1822, for History of American Racial Violence: An Encyclopedia
of Conflicts, Riots, and Revolution, which will be published by Greenwood Press in 2020. His
essay, "Douglass and Racial Integrity in Narrative of the Life of Douglass," will be published
soon in Greenwood's virtual "roundtable" on its site. His edition of Frederick Douglass’ 1845
Narrative was published last summer, and his guest editorial on Frederick Douglass appeared in
The Anniston Star for the issue on October 1, 2017. He has also revived EH 570, Special
Problems, and is working on an article on Herman Melville’s Benito Cereno.
Jennifer Foster is finishing her twenty-second year in the English Department and spent her
summer as a member of the Gamecock Orientation team for the eighteenth year. She is the chair
of the Basic English Skills Committee and continues to teach The Bible as Literature, Old and
New Testament. This fall, she will teach Honors Literature for the first time, which will be both
project- and service-learning based. In the summer of 2017, she completed a Master of Science
in Instructional Technology and began working on an MBA, with plans to finish in the summer
of 2019. In 2017, Jennifer received the Instructional Technology Student of the Year Award and
the George Mehaffy Excellence in Learning Technology Award. She delivered presentations at
JSU’s Core Academy and The Alabama Educational Technology Conference during the summer
of 2018. She also participated in the American Association of State Colleges and Universities’
American Democracy Project in Yellowstone during May 2018.
Joanne Gates delivered a paper at SAMLA in November, 2017, in Atlanta: “ALT Wars of the
Roses: A Guide to the Women in Shakespeare’s First Tetralogy for Fans of Philippa Gregory’s
White Queen Series.” The paper was also presented the following week in Dr. Carmine Di
Biase's Shakespeare class. Her hybrid class in English Drama, EH 413, hosted Helen Companion
(a JSU graduate student) for a trial reading of her SAMLA paper on Marlowe's The Jew of
Malta. Her own Shakespeare class, EH 404, in fall of 2017, combined with Dr. Pitt Harding's
Creative Writing to hear Dr. Di Biase's paper on Shakespeare's The Tempest. Dr. Gates continues
to work on research related to Elizabeth Robins. Her entry on Elizabeth Robins is now live at the
online Routledge Encyclopedia of Modernism (Theatre section, edited by Penny Farfan). She
received notice in May that the University of Alabama Press will issue her biography of
Elizabeth Robins in paperback.
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Larry Gray delivered papers at Ole Miss (Oxford, MS), Yonsei University (Seoul, South
Korea), and De Montfort University (Leicester, UK). His papers featured Henry Green
(Literature and Culture between the World Wars), Henry James/Yasujiro Ozu (Henry James
Studies), and 1960s Libertarian ideas (Adaptation Studies). He also participated in the “Slow
Reading” seminar at the annual ALSCW conference (Association of Literary Scholars, Critics,
and Writers), held in October at the University of Dallas, delivering a [short] discussion of
Proust and discussing the general topic of slow reading in a hurried age, with diverse literary
practitioners and critics. At JSU, he continued to be involved with Faculty Commons as a
Faculty Mentor, giving a talk in both fall and spring semesters to colleagues on maximizing the
first day of class. He also attended many other presentations at Self Hall given by Mentor
colleagues on a variety of subjects related to improving teaching strategies and technologies. In
the English Department, Dr. Gray taught literature surveys (both American and British),
composition classes, and advanced courses in the Art of the Film, Introduction to Graduate
Studies, and 20th Century British Fiction. He read and judged entries for the Writers Bowl and
Imagining the Holocaust writing competitions, and he reviewed essays from applicants for the
Calvert Scholarship. His promotion to full Professor became official on October 1, 2017.
Heather Greene joined the English faculty in August 2017. She earned her Master of Arts
(2012) and Bachelor of Arts (2013) from Jacksonville State University. From 2012 until 2017,
she worked as a public relations writer for the JSU Office of Public Relations and taught as an
adjunct English instructor at Gadsden State Community College between 2014 and 2017. During
her first year on the faculty at JSU, Ms. Greene taught Basic English Skills, English
Composition, Oral Communication, and Survey of American Literature. She serves on the
Friends of the Library Board and Holocaust Remembrance and English 102 Committees.
Additionally, she volunteered to judge entries for the Writers Bowl.
Pitt Harding taught a new iteration of EH 402 with a focus on the work of Ben Jonson and John
Donne. He “flipped” his hybrid section of EH 204, introducing a variety of classroom activities
in place of lectures. He continued to serve on the faculty senate and on the University Budget
Advisory Committee, which recommended budget priorities for the next fiscal year. He also
served on a search committee to interview candidates for the new position of Dean of the School
of Arts and Humanities. Along with retired colleague Dr. Steve Whitton, he judged the entries in
the playwriting category for District 7 of the Trumbauer Theater Festival, held at JSU. One of
their picks won third place in state competition.
Bill Hug completed his thirty-first year with the English Department. He served as Director of
Writing and passed the responsibility to Raina Kostova upon his retirement on July 31st. He
plans to continue his current scholarly interests, which include examining ethnic rhetoric in
photojournalist Jacob Riis's autobiography, The Making of an American, and reading and
evaluating submissions to Studies in Popular Culture.
Katherine Johnson is the head of the Oral Communications Committee and assists in judging
competitions, such as the Writers Bowl, Southern Playwrights, and Imagining the Holocaust. She
teaches Oral Communication, Survey of American Literature I and II, English Composition I and
II, and the May course she piloted several years ago, Tennessee Williams: Death, Desire, and
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Illusion. This past year, she became a faculty sponsor for Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honors
Society.
John H. Jones serves as president of the JSU chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi. His research focuses on the variations in the copies of William Blake's illuminated books
and how they affect interpretation. He continues to teach courses, both graduate and
undergraduate, in late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British literature.
Raina Kostova has agreed to act as Director of Writing for the English Department, replacing
our colleague Bill Hug, who retired in July. Over the past year, she has presented her essay
“Woman as Child in Lessing
and Jelinek” at the South
Atlantic Modern Language
Association (SAMLA)
conference and reviewed
submissions for the peerreviewed online journal
Ubiquity: The Journal of
Literature, Literacy, and the
Arts, published by Georgia
State. She has collected essay
submissions to the
proceedings of the 2016
convention of the
International Comparative
Literature Association
(ICLA), which are scheduled
to be published in spring of
2019.
Joy Maloney serves as a tutor
in the English Department’s
Writing Clinic and regularly
teaches English Composition,
Oral Communication, and
Survey of Literature courses.
She coordinates the entries for
the Southern Playwrights
competition.
Artistically enhanced picture of a rooster- courtesy of April Mattox
April Mattox is the editor of
Postscripts; this edition will be
her 8th. Last fall, she attended
the Innovative Teaching series of workshops offered by the Faculty Commons. She is the
Coordinator for the Middle School entries of the Imagining the Holocaust competition, and she is
on the Writers Bowl and Speech Committees. She judged entries for various writing
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competitions, including the contests sponsored by the Writers’ Club. She teaches English
Composition II, Survey of American Literature I and II, and Oral Communication. She had the
opportunity to teach an Honors Participation course on Henry David Thoreau in spring 2018 and
will teach an Honors Composition course in the fall.
Mica Mecham has served as a full-time faculty member of the English Department, teaching
English Composition, Oral Communication, and Survey of American Literature, since 2009. She
teaches traditional, blended, and online courses. In addition to her teaching load and service
work in the English Department, where she is involved in activities such as working weekly in
the Writing Clinic and volunteering to judge competitions including the Imagining the Holocaust
writing contest, she has also served JSU in numerous other ways over the years. During the
2017-18 school year, she completed the Effective and Innovative Teaching Series hosted by
Faculty Commons, as well as presented “Planning a Blended Course” for the teaching series. In
May of 2018, Mrs. Mecham was selected as one of four participants to visit Yellowstone
National Park for AASCU’s American Democracy Project. She studied controversies in and
around the park with the goal of bringing back information to include in her own
classroom. Mrs. Mecham’s other recent accomplishments include presenting at the Alabama Ed
Tech Conference in Birmingham, working with fellow colleagues to select the JSU Freshmen
Read, Suicide Notes, and launching the social media page for the School of Arts and
Humanities. Mrs. Mecham will continue serving her university in every way she can.
Sarah Moersch teaches English Composition II, Survey of American Literature I and II,
Advanced Grammar, and Oral Communication. She acts as Director of the Writing Clinic and
serves on the English Majors Review Committee. She conducts the ECE workshops and
additional workshops for students at ACE. As faculty sponsor for the JSU Writers’ Club, her
responsibilities include coordinating the various writing competitions and compiling, editing, and
publishing the student literary journal, Something Else. She also serves as the social coordinator
for the English Department and regularly judges other writing competitions, including the
Writers Bowl, the Southern Playwrights, and the Imagining the Holocaust.
David Myer Distinguished Lecturer of English. He teaches American Literature, Technical
Writing, Oral Communication, and Business English for International Purposes, a course he
created in 2015. This year, he concluded twelve years of service as a member of the Editorial
Board of The Journal of the Alabama Academy of Science. He regularly serves as a judge for the
JSU Writers Bowl and the Imagining the Holocaust writing competitions. He tutors in the
English Department’s Writing Clinic and serves on the English Majors and Minors Committee,
the English Competency Committee, the Literature Survey Committee, and the Student
Symposium Committee. He also served on the ad hoc committee responsible for creating the
department’s new policy on academic integrity. He attended workshops on innovative teaching
at the JSU Faculty Commons. He serves as an adjunct instructor with JSU’s English Language
Institute and assists with academic and cultural exchange programs between JSU and its partner
Chinese universities. He serves as faculty advisor for Tau Delta Phi fraternity and the newly
formed JSU Mandarin Club.
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Mysti Nichols teaches Oral Communication, English Composition, and Survey of American
Literature. She served as a judge for the Imagining the Holocaust writing competition. She is a
member of the Writers Bowl Committee, and she serves as the advisor for the service
organization Circle K. She has agreed to substitute for Sarah Moersch as the Director of the
Writing Clinic while Sarah Moersch is on maternity leave this fall.
Deborah Prickett chairs the English Composition Committee. She teaches English
Composition, Oral Communication, Theory of Speech, and Survey of American Literature. She
teaches traditional, hybrid, and online courses.
Jeff Pruitt has just completed his first year as a full-time faculty member of the English
Department, teaching English Composition, Survey of American Literature, and Oral
Communication. In January of 2018, he began teaching ESL (English as a Second Language)
courses as a faculty member of the English Language Institute at Jacksonville State University.
Pruitt also served as a tutor in The English Department’s writing clinic and as a judge for the
Writers Bowl.
Teresa Reed serves as the Coordinator of Undergraduate Student Advisement and teaches both
undergraduate and graduate classes, including History of the English Language, which she
revised to be a hybrid course. For the past fourteen years, she has worked as a bibliographer for
the annual Chaucer Bibliography, part of Studies in the Age of Chaucer, the annual publication
of the New Chaucer Society. In addition to the bibliography coming out in hard copy each year,
it is also available online at http://uchaucer.utsa.edu/.
Valerie Rimpsey teaches Freshman Composition, Oral Communication, and Survey of
American Literature. She served as a judge for various writing competitions and is the advisor
for the Gamma Sigma Sorority.
Tanya T. Sasser teaches Composition, Oral Communication, Argumentation and Debate, and
Survey of the Graphic Novel, a class she first piloted in 2013. She has presented papers at the
Alabama Regional Graduate Conference and ACETA and has led workshops for Collaborative
Regional Education and the Jacksonville State University Writing Project’s Annual 21st Century
Conference. Her publications include articles for Hybrid Pedagogy, Digital Writing Month,
Gamifeye, and Virtual Education Journal. She is the recipient of the 2009 William J. Calvert
Award. Mrs. Sasser blogs regularly at remixingcollegeenglish.wordpress.com.
Katelyn Williams serves as an advisor to Sigma Tau Delta English Honors Society. She is an
Orientation Specialist for the Gamecock Orientation program during the summer, and she
teaches STU 101 in the fall semesters. In addition, she regularly teaches American Literature,
Oral Communication, English Composition, and Young Adult Literature. Further, she teaches an
Honors Lecture course for the University Honors program, which involves a service-learning
component. She also serves as the Director of the English Competency Exam (ECE).
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English Department Foundation
We appreciate the following alumni, friends, and department members who have generously
donated over the last year. Your donations help support our many valuable programs.
Karen Faye Burnham

Ardith Williams Coates

Jennifer Breedwell Cofield

Karen Cecilia Dalton

Freda Lynn Finley

Joanne E. Gates

Shaun Davidson Gray

Gregory M. Halligan

Virginia Nethery Harper

Dorothy Rains Kennedy

Alison Andrews Knappenberger

Deborah Cole Landers-Scott

Carol B. Link

Linda J. Mattox

Linda Wood Maurer

Kathy Rentschler

Tanya Trammell Sasser

Linda Keeler Schiff

Charlotte Mock Sieber

Rebecca Ann Simmons

Patsy Mayfield Thweatt

Christina Annette Tye

Portia Smart Weston

Wells Fargo Foundation

Tax deductible donations to the English Department Foundation may be made through the JSU
Foundation by directing mail to the JSU Foundation, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, AL
36265. Please indicate that the donation is for the English Department Foundation and, in the
case of memorial gifts, also signify the name of the honoree.

Donations can be made online by clicking on “Make a Gift” at the following
link: http://www.jsu.edu/foundation/index.html.
Thank You.
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Student Sampler
The following poems and excerpts of prose are from the winning works from the Writers Bowl
and the Imagining the Holocaust competition sponsored through the English Department. For
more information on these contests, please go to http://www.jsu.edu/english/service.html.
“I Won’t ‘Suck’ as Your President” by Wellborn Panthers II from Welborn High School
Good evening, my fellow Americans. Thank
you for coming out after sunset to allow me
to speak to you about my plans as your
future president. Let me introduce myself to
you for who I really am. Today you may
know me as Dracula, but in my previous
form I was Abraham Lincoln. Now, I know
this may be confusing to you, but before you
dismiss me, hear me out. I was born
Abraham Lincoln, a mere mortal, but on the
brink of death I was turned.
In my new form, I still retained my
presidential abilities, and throughout the
years, my knowledge has only grown. I was
one of the greatest presidents to have ever
lived, and if elected as your president, I will
prove to be an even greater one. One of the
reasons is that I have the ability to greatly
lower taxes. I’m able to do this due to the
fact that you will not be paying for my
Secret Service protection, as I do not need

any. Another factor in the lowering of taxes
would be that I would implement my own
military. My military, consisting of only
vampires, would prevent the loss of lives of
innocent American troops. I’ve seen history
throughout the years and I’m prepared to
prevent it from repeating itself. We will
never suffer another Great Depression or
make the mistake of fighting a war amongst
ourselves again.
I’ve given you “countless” examples of why
I’d make a great president. Now it’s up to
you, my fellow Americans. I’ll ensure your
safety, keep your loved ones at home, and
lower taxes significantly. Once again, I’d
like to thank you all for coming and
listening to my speech. Goodnight, America,
and as I always say, I don’t cast a shadow,
so I’m not over you, but with you.

“The Queen of Hearts” by Oxymorons Sacred Heart High School
This is what my cold heart said,
My lovely child I leave this in your hands.
Off, off, off with their heads.

They did not paint the roses red.
As a result of this they shall be dead.
This is what my cold heart said.

Cruelty you must always embed
For love I could never understand.
This is what my cold heart said.

They shall always be filled with dread.
Wonderland you must command.
Off, off, off with your heads.

Obey me or you’ll be dead.
I leave the cards in your demand.
Off, off, off with their heads.

The crown belongs to me alone.
I shall never be dethroned.
This is what her cold heart said.
Off, off, off with their heads.
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“Brittle Bones” by Chase Ryan from Athens High School
My grandfather had brittle bones at the age
of 53,
With swollen knuckles and shaky knees, it
was clear to see.
Years ago that may have been the peak of
my concern,
But over the months that were to come, that
thought would perish and burn.
September first was a fateful day in 1939,
My homeland would be attacked, we had not
seen the signs.
My family was separated, tears streaming
down my face,
No “goodbyes” were given, not even a warm
embrace.
“I’ll see them again some day,” I thought,
for it’s all I had left.
But my frightful heart was pounding in
warning against my chest.

I heard the news that they were dead in
1955,
Years after I had come to terms with their
unfair demise.
I saw more people killed than days I’d seen
the sky,
But after the first few hundred, I refused to
bat an eye.
I was freed from the death camp in 1945,
But being the only one left was worse than
learning to survive.
I had brittle bones at the age of twenty-three;
My broken spirit and heavy head made me
buckle at the knees.
I refused to give in, and I would find my
way through the haze.
A once shattered spirit had found a new
way.

“Mama Says” by Caleb Smith from Hokes Bluff Middle School
Hush, hush, little boy
Can’t you hear the march?
The march of the men in black
Mama says, hush, hush.

Stop, stop, little boy
Stop thinking hopeful thoughts
These men are not good, never will be
Mama says, stop, stop.

No, no, little boy
Don’t hide your yellow star
It represents who you are and ever will be
Mama says, no, no.

Run, run, little boy
Avoid their eyes, avoid them at all costs
They are vicious, and they hate us all
Mama says, run, run.

Yes, yes, little boy
Keep your prayers, for God will answer
Keep your heritage, forever and ever
Mama says, yes, yes.

Remember, remember, little boy
Your mama who they killed
Keep her memory until your final day
The little boy says, I will, I will.

Excerpt from “Kitty Genovese Died Alone” by Olivia Sapp from Grissom High School
“The sun doesn’t shine here in the ghetto
anymore, you know that, Mathias,” she
huffs, ignoring the doubtful glance her
companion casts up at the sun. He takes a
deep breath before his face twists in

revulsion at the odor of the waste lining the
streets, forcing him to cover his mouth with
his faded shirt. “I’m sure someone will
notice. It can’t be kept secret for
long…someone will come and then we can
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all go home,” Mathias’s voice is muffled
through his shirt, but the woman appears to
understand anyway, and she rolls her eyes.
“Go home…this is home, Mathias. No
amount of wishful thinking will change that.
We’re no more than animals to be herded
into pens and eventually slaughtered! And
anyways, I’m sure it’s already no longer a
secret. They just don’t care enough,” she

mutters. At this, the young girl nearby drops
her package once more, eyes wide with
fright as she stares open-mouthed at the
woman. In response, the woman scowls and
shoos her away, and the girl scampers off,
leaving behind her package. The woman
stands up and goes to inspect it before
letting out a whistle and gesturing at the
bread with satisfaction.

Excerpt from “Smile” by Kailey Adams from Fort Payne Middle School
As Naomi collected a bag of clothes and
mother enveloped her in caring arms, Naomi
threw her coat over her shoulders, she could
sunk backwards and gazed into those gentle
hear her parents and brother rushing
blue eyes that she possessed. The woman
downstairs. Slowly, ever so slowly, she
gazed back with such a fierce, loving gleam
moved to the
that Naomi
door. As she
choked on a
paused at the
sob. “Hush,
frame, she took
dear,” she
one last look at
soothed, and
her home of
she smiled. In
three years and
this time of
turned her back.
hopelessness
Her steps were
and despair,
heavy and full
Naomi’s
of sorrow as
mother had
she reached the
smiled. And,
main room,
somehow,
where her
Naomi knew
family was
that everything
gathering. Her
would be
mother and
alright. She
father held her
took a
brother
steadying
protectively in
breath as the
their midst.
door flung
Shayna was
open and
holding his
German
hand, tears
soldiers
falling silently
flooded in. She
down her
took a step
Artistically enhanced picture of train car- courtesy of April Mattox
cheeks. Naomi
forward, her
blinked at the door, her breath lodging in her
mother’s smiling face still fresh in her mind.
chest, and she moved to join her loved
It would be the last she ever saw.
ones—perhaps for the last time. As her
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Postscripts, the English Department Alumni Newsletter, is an online
publication, available at http://www.jsu.edu/english/postscripts.html.
Please look for Postscripts online each summer.
If you prefer a print copy of the newsletter, please contact Susan Hurst
in the English Department (256-782-5411 or hurst@jsu.edu).

Editor- April Mattox admattox@jsu.edu
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