
Reading List  

  

Poetry 
Elizabeth Alexander, “Ars Poetica #100: I Believe” 

Maya Angelou, “Alone” 

                         “Phenomenal Woman” 

   “ Still I Rise"  

Countee Cullen, “Thoughts in a Zoo” 

                             “Incident” 

Rita Dove, “Dawn Revisited” 

 “Flirtation” 

             “Daystar” 

Paul Laurence Dunbar, “We Wear the Mask” 

Paul Laurence Dunbar, “Sympathy" 

Amanda Gorman, “There’s No Power Like Home” 

Langston Hughes, “Dreams” 

                                 “Let America Be America Again” 

                                 “I, Too” 

Nikki Giovanni, BLK History Month 

Honorée Fanonne Jeffers, “An Issue of Mercy #1” 

Honorée Fannone Jeffers, “The Prophetess Sojourner Truth Discusses the Two Different 

Versions of Her Most Well-Known Speech, One Nearly Unknown and One Very Beloved Yet 

Mostly Untrue” 

Ashley M. Jones, “Are Y’all Really From Alabama” 

“Friendly Skies, or, Black Woman Speaks Herself Into God” 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53005/ars-poetica-100-i-believe
https://poets.org/poem/alone
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48985/phenomenal-woman
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42626/thoughts-in-a-zoo
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42618/incident-56d2213a45f36
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51663/dawn-revisited
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/35278/flirtation
https://www.poetryinternational.com/en/poets-poems/poems/poem/103-29719_DAYSTAR
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44203/we-wear-the-mask
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46459/sympathy-56d22658afbc0
https://www.afropoets.net/amandagorman4.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/150995/dreams-5d767850da976
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147907/let-america-be-america-again
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47558/i-too
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/90179/blk-history-month
https://poems.com/poem/an-issue-of-mercy-1/
https://poets.org/poem/prophetess-sojourner-truth-discusses-two-different-versions-her-most-well-known-speech-one
https://poets.org/poem/prophetess-sojourner-truth-discusses-two-different-versions-her-most-well-known-speech-one
https://poets.org/poem/prophetess-sojourner-truth-discusses-two-different-versions-her-most-well-known-speech-one
https://poets.org/poem/all-yall-really-alabama
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/154663/friendly-skies-or-black-woman-speaks-herself-into-god


Mwende “FreeQuency” Katwiwa, “Yo Masculinity So Fragile” 

Audre Lorde, "A Litany of Survival,"  

Claudine Rankin, Citizen excerpt 

Jean Toomer, “November Cotton Flower” 

Natasha Trethewey, “White Lies” 

Natasha Trethewey, “Flounder”     

Kevin Young, “Eddie Priest’s Barbershop & Notary” 

Speeches and Short Stories                   

Jamaica Kincaid, “Girl” 

Toni Morrison, “Recitatif”  

 Ralph Ellison, "On Bird, Bird-Watching, and Jazz,"  

Kiese Laymon, “What I Pledge Allegiance To” 

MLK, "Letter from a Birmingham Jail"  

Malcolm X, "The Ballot or the Bullet" 

Sojourner Truth;"Ain't I a Woman,"   

Frederick Douglass; "“WHAT, TO THE SLAVE, IS THE FOURTH OF JULY,"  

Charles Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman  

Zora Neale Hurston, “How it Feels to be Colored Me” 

 Zora Neale Hurston, “Sweat"  

Audre Lorde, "The Master's Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master's House" (from Sister Outsider);  

Audre Lorde, “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action” 

The Combahee River Collective, "Black Feminist Statement"  

Stokely Carmichael, “Black Power” 

Alice Walker, “Everyday Use” 

Alice Walker In Search Of Our Mothers Gardens.pdf (google.com)                   

https://freequency.medium.com/yo-masculinity-so-fragile-7fbe0b238c59
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147275/a-litany-for-survival
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/56848/citizen-you-are-in-the-dark-in-the-car)
https://mypoeticside.com/show-classic-poem-31321
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/58265/white-lies
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/52891/flounder38/history-lesson-56d2280d442a7
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/52826/eddie-priests-barbershop-notary
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1978/06/26/girl
https://www.cusd80.com/cms/lib/AZ01001175/Centricity/Domain/1073/Morrison_recitatifessay.doc.pdf
https://www.unz.com/print/SaturdayRev-1962jul28-00047/
http://www.thefader.com/2016/09/19/my-mississippi-pledge-kiese-laymon
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/mlk/files/letterfrombirmingham_wwcw_0.pdf
https://genius.com/Malcolm-x-the-ballot-or-the-bullet-annotated
https://www.nps.gov/articles/sojourner-truth.htm
https://masshumanities.org/files/programs/douglass/speech_abridged_med.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/11666/11666-h/11666-h.htm
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-it-feels-to-be-colored-me-by-zora-neale-hurston-1688772
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/sweat
https://collectiveliberation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Lorde_The_Masters_Tools.pdf
https://electricliterature.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/silenceintoaction.pdf
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/combahee-river-collective-statement-1977/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1966-stokely-carmichael-black-power/
https://harpers.org/archive/1973/04/everyday-use/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhbWVyaWNhbmxpdDE0MTV8Z3g6NWRlMGUyYzc5NDJjMTRmNA


Lupita Nyong’o, Sulwe 

Sulwe - Google Books 

 

Longer Works  

Ralph Ellison, "Prologue," from Invisible Man 

Richard Wright, "Book One: Fear," from Native Son 

August Wilson, Fences  

 

Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of 

Empowerment 

Black Feminist Thought - Google Books 

 

bell hooks, feminism is for everybody 

eCopy, Inc. (wordpress.com) 

  

Carter G. Woodson, The Miseducation of the Negro 

The Mis-education of the Negro - Carter Godwin Woodson - Google Books 

 

Octavia Butler,"Earthseed" from Parable of the Sower 

Parable of the Sower - Google Books 

  

Octavia Butler, Bloodchild  

Bloodchild and Other Stories - Octavia E. Butler - Google Books 

  

Daniel Black, The Coming  

The Coming: A Novel - Daniel Black - Google Books 

 

Alice Walker, The Color Purple   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Sulwe/xx-wDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Sulwe&printsec=frontcover
https://teachingsocialissues.weebly.com/uploads/2/0/5/5/20554776/invisible_man.pdf
https://genius.com/Richard-wright-author-fear-an-excerpt-from-native-son-annotated
https://archive.org/details/WilsonFences
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Black_Feminist_Thought/WMGTAgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://excoradfeminisms.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/bell_hooks-feminism_is_for_everybody.pdf
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Mis_education_of_the_Negro.html?id=zF6J8Zge4XgC
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Parable_of_the_Sower/8thMLkahggcC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=earthseed&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books/about/Bloodchild_and_Other_Stories.html?id=kXpHeqmws1gC
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Coming.html?id=_6AzCgAAQBAJ


The Color Purple - Alice Walker - Google Books 

 

 Toni Morrison, Beloved 

 Beloved - Toni Morrison - Google Books 

                              

Toni Morrison,  Sula  

 Sula - Google Books 

 

Ben Carson, Gifted Hands 

Gifted Hands - Google Books 

  

  

 

https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Color_Purple.html?id=CX6m7scQ4wcC
https://books.google.com/books/about/Beloved.html?id=sfmp6gjZGP8C
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Sula/dQcjEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=sula&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Gifted_Hands/t9AFkUyeZOsC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=gifted+hands+by+ben+carson&printsec=frontcover
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42626/thoughts-in-a-zoo
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