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JSU’s Adventures Out West
by Jennifer Foster
In December of 2017, JSU’s provost and long-time supporter of the American Democracy
Project (ADP), Dr. Rebecca Turner, sent out a call for JSU faculty volunteers to attend a weeklong seminar, scheduled for May 2018, on the stewardship of public lands in Yellowstone
National Park (YNP). I quickly responded with a request to be considered as an attendee because
while I had travelled to the park a couple of times, I had never been in the spring, and I had never
been to the northern range.
My initial justification for going was to
experience, yet again, the beauty and
diversity of ecosystems and wildlife
unique to YNP. I wish I could truthfully
write that I had the foresight to envision
what would happen over the next year
as a result of this trip, but that isn’t the
case. I’m still not exactly sure how the
ADP’s seminar evolved into a large
JSU group returning in 2019 with the
potential for subsequent groups to
follow, and I have to fight myself not to
overly romanticize my experiences. I
can say, though, that what occurred as a
result of our support from JSU and our
experience with YNP was nothing short
of charmed.
After my likely too eager response to
the initial email soliciting participants, I
soon learned that I, along with my
colleagues and dear friends, Mica
Mecham from the English Department
Erin Rider, Jennifer Foster, & Mica Mecham in YNP 2018- courtesy
and Erin Rider from the Sociology
of Jennifer Foster
Department, was selected by Dr. Turner
to participate in the ADP seminar. With twenty-five other college professors from all over the
United States, Erin, Mica, and I travelled to YNP and immersed ourselves into learning about the
many controversies surrounding the park, the wildlife, and the people who reside there.
Some of the topics included the bison/brucellosis conflict, wolf reintroduction to the park,
hunting disputes, wildlife preservation, trophic cascades and the myths associated with them, as
well as tourism concerns. We got to hear speakers like Rick Wallen, a bison biologist; Doug
Smith, a biologist who helped reintroduce wolves to the park; cattle and horse ranchers who
lived on the land and who had to contend with predation of their livestock; and range riders who
worked with ranchers to protect the livestock from cougars, grizzlies, and wolves.
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All this programming and field experience was organized by Yellowstone Forever, the official
non-profit partner of YNP. The organization planned our trips into the park and field, arranged
visits with stakeholders outside the park, and took us to all the tourist spots, but they also made
sure we hiked deep into the lesser traversed areas and became acquainted with places most
visitors never experience. They provided us with transportation, and our guides, who doubled as
our drivers, were well-educated scientists who were passionate about the park and its
preservation. We were in a constant state of learning; YNP and its surrounding areas were our
classroom.
On one particular charming and chilly morning as we stood on a mountain perch, we watched a
female wolf with her newly-born pups through spotting scopes and then heard from Doug Smith,
a world renowned biologist, as he passionately shared his love of the wolves, his lifelong
commitment to their preservation, and how they were unfairly demonized.

Yellowstone Forever Field Guide Joe Loviska and members of JSU group- courtesy
of Jennifer Foster

He displayed his personal
pictures and told us all about
this beautiful patriarchal
pack leader, a famous gray
wolf, 832F (they all have
these types of names for the
purposes of study); she was
shot by a hunter just two
months prior as soon as she
exited the perimeter of
safety that is YNP, a
strategy that is legal for
hunters but ethically
questionable to many. We
were all emotionally
wrought and ready to pledge
our allegiance to the “save
the wolves” campaign until
we travelled, later that same
afternoon, to visit an
interesting fellow with a
completely different opinion
on wolves and their
reintroduction to YNP.

Warren Johnson is the archetype for the American dream, rags to riches story, as well as an
amazing orator of larger than life tales—think Netflix hero, Walt Longmire. Johnson owns a
beautiful but unassuming horse farm in the town of Jardine, which borders YNP. He is the sheriff
and the mayor of Jardine, and, in fact, he owns the entire town of Jardine, which he purchased
not too many years ago. And while generations of his family epitomized the
frontiersman/survivalist stereotype, they never had much financially, at least not until Warren
began trading horses at an early age. The tale of his success, which he unassumingly disclosed, is
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sprinkled with vivid memories of his living off the land in the Montana backcountry, recently
fighting off a grizzly with his horse and dog, Saylor, bringing troubled young boys to work for
him on his ranch, and preserving the tomb of a Native American he found enshrined in the trunk
of a petrified tree. His stories are extraordinary, and his love for the Montana wilderness is
evident with the homage he pays the landscapes and the animals in his accounts.
When we questioned his
strong opposition to wolves
being reintroduced to YNP in
1995, he expounded on his
perspective eloquently but
directly, even though he
knew he was talking to a
room full of reintroduction
sympathizers. He explained
that while wolf predation had
a negative impact on his
horses and severely affected
the size of the elk herds,
which in turn affected many
other parts of the YNP
ecosystem, he lamented that
more than anything, the
inorganic reintroduction just
wasn’t fair to the wolves.
JSU group with Warren Johnson- courtesy of Jennifer Foster

He discussed perspectives
our group hadn’t even considered, like wolves being removed from their native region of the
Canadian wilderness where they never encountered humans, traffic, or other YNP predators and
were forced into acclimating into a new, more challenging ecosystem, which included legal
hunting. He then went on to discuss the number of colts he had lost over the years as a result of
wolf attacks, and because of the love and respect for all animals, his opposition to wolf
reintroduction and repopulation was poignant.
At the end of the day, we were conflicted, just like Mr. Smith, the wolf biologist, and Mr.
Johnson, the owner of Jardine. Of course, our tensions weren’t as deeply rooted as theirs, but we
did feel the controversy of wanting a YNP extinct species to have another chance at survival and
the cascade of effects wolf reintroduction and repopulation has had on people, places, and other
species in and around YNP.
And then, the very next morning, the greatest thing happened. Our group was standing on the
edge of the road inside YNP, just a few miles from the Roosevelt Arch, watching Harlequin
Swans on a small pond; our guide began to move very slowly and speak in whispers. He told us
to avoid sudden movements and to quietly hide behind one of our vans. Less than 50 yards from
us, an adolescent gray wolf was approaching. Because of his strong sense of sight, smell, and
hearing, he knew we were there well before we noticed him. He didn’t seem to be in a hurry, but
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he wasn’t lingering either. It was as if he were posturing for us while flippantly allowing us to
see him in all his glory. He was beautiful but equally scary and wild.
This description is my anthropomorphic perspective on the psychological motive of the wolf we
saw. According to our guide, because the wolf was an adolescent, he may have been ousted from
the pack or wandered off on his own, but he was likely just looking for a tasty rat for breakfast.
Nonetheless, this type of encounter was rare, beautiful, and exhilarating.
After I listened to Smith and Johnson share their narratives and experienced this up-close
encounter with a gray wolf, I learned that these two passionate, well-informed men, who had
devoted their lives to their causes, respected each other and each other’s position. They discussed
their views articulately and with civility and decorum. Never once did they disparage individuals
or groups with views different from their own, and they were discussing a controversial and
personal issue that could have turned into an ugly, offensive verbal brawl. Furthermore, they
both had great respect and concern for the very creature that the controversy surrounded, and
they offered no overly simplified solutions.
This is just one of many experiences our group was able to have during the seminar in 2018.
Throughout the whole week, dichotomous opinions on a variety of topics surfaced, and we
couldn’t quit thinking or talking about them, even though they weren’t directly related to us or
our region of the world. Toward the end of the seminar, Mica, Erin, and I decided we wanted our
students to have this kind of experience; we wanted them to be affected the same way we were
by the beauty of the wilderness. We wanted them to experience the people who were zealous but
also willing to have frank and respectful conversations to try and arrive at some resolution for the
benefit of all stakeholders, animals included.
The three of us began to make plans during the summer and fall of 2018 for a class to travel to
YNP to be offered in the spring of 2019. With the support of our provost at the time, Dr. Rebecca
Turner, our current provost, Dr. Christie Shelton, and our respective deans, Dr. Staci Stone and
Dr. Maureen Newton, we began to develop two courses that would be affordable, academic, and
easily replicated. Mica and Erin collaboratively planned the courses specific to their disciplines,
so that two options, English and Sociology, would be available to JSU students for course credit.
At that time, I had been teaching English for almost twenty-three years but was just appointed
Director of Faculty Commons (JSU’s Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning), so my
involvement with logistics and course development was secondary to getting acclimated to my
new position. Erin and Mica were solely responsible for all the hard work. However, my
commitment to seeing our students experience YNP the way we did never wavered.
Our last goal, ease of course replication, was important to me because the sustainability of new
pedagogical developments often presents a challenge. I did not want this experience to end in
2019 with English and Sociology; I wanted our experience and Erin and Mica’s paradigm to
inspire future courses in different disciplines to provide more options for our students.
Encountering these controversial issues in the midst of such beauty, talking with stakeholders,
and hearing them discuss opposing viewpoints without disparaging their counterparts are
experiences I hope many students will have the opportunity to be a part of for years in the future.
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Mica and Erin created course content that would be applicable to English and Sociology courses;
we recruited on social media and spoke to different classes and student groups; we made flyers
and metamorphosed into a YNP trio of evangelists for several consecutive months. We knew that
in order to keep the class viable and its costs low, we had to have a significant number of
students participate.
Fortunately for us, because JSU is supportive of innovative teaching methods, it offered tuition
for study away courses at half-price to help offset the costs associated with travel. Students who
successfully completed the course would receive three hours of credit in either English 399 or
Sociology 399, and through some logistical magic, Mica and Erin were able to offer our students
a week in YNP for $1075, to include airfare, all transportation and lodging, and the exceptional
course content provided to us from Yellowstone Forever.
Our group was made
up of one graduate
student and fourteen
undergraduate
students who
enrolled for course
credit. Two
additional JSU
students went on the
trip but did not
register for the class;
they simply wanted
the experience. We
were fortunate to
have faculty and staff
from JSU who were
interested in the trip
and learning about
Momma Grizzly Bear and Her Cubs taken by Kim McFry & submitted by Jennifer Foster
Mica and Erin’s
logistics strategies: a
geography professor, two photography professors, our university controller and his wife, our
director of community engagement. Additionally, my parents filled the spots of our provost and
her husband, who were unable to travel due to a medical emergency.
With our group that was just as diverse as the landscapes, temperatures, and wildlife in YNP, we
set out. My concern was that there was no way the magic of our first trip to YNP could be
replicated because we had seen so many unique landscapes, geothermal pools, and species of
animals and had been affected by the people who called these parts of Montana and Wyoming
home.
Very soon, I realized that YNP and the people who love it would not disappoint us this year. In
2019, we saw Grand Prismatic from a different angle because too many bears were in the area
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when we visited in 2018. We heard different stories from Warren Johnson, as he explained how
the grizzlies and their cubs in his area were more active in 2019 than 2018. Another task we
tackled entailed collecting bison scat to help biologists study the effects their eating habits were
having on the reduced size of the elk herd.
We visited Malou Anderson’s ranch in the Tom Miner Basin; she’s one of the only female
ranchers in the area, and roughly thirty-five active adult grizzlies reside on her 1800 acres. We
listened to her discuss more than just the problems of predation and the holes the bears dig in her
pasture while foraging for roots. She also explained how livestock fencing limited the fertility of
the soil because it kept the bison out of pasture lands.

Yellowstone “Traffic Jam” taken by Kim McFry & submitted by Jennifer Foster

We went to the
Killing Fields,
where groups of
indigenous people
are allowed to hunt
and dress their
game on site,
which naturally
means that the
Killing Fields are
also hot spots for
the larger
predators, like
grizzlies and
wolves. And while
we had seen bison
on the roads in
2018, we didn’t
get caught in a
“YNP traffic jam”
like we did this
year.

The students were mesmerized. They were inquisitive, attentive, engaged, and prompted to
action. The faculty members were inspired to begin planning ways they could bring their
students back in 2020 with a focus on their specific disciplines. We also had discussions about
how to challenge the student participants to notice opportunities for stewarding our wilderness
areas in Alabama, to prompt them to become civically engaged advocates for their causes, to
participate in service activities, and to have the hard discussions surrounding their own
controversies with respect and propriety, regardless of the views of others. Currently, JSU
faculty members have two courses planned for spring 2020 in YNP: Art 399 (study tour) and Art
467 (photography in the field).
This year’s experience culminated with Mica, Erin and me presenting at the 2019 American
Democracy Project’s Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement conference in June. Because
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we had such a comprehensive and impactful experience, first with the ADP seminar and then our
returning with students, we wanted to communicate our ideas and offer our assistance to any
other universities that might want to provide this type of study away course to their own
students.
At Jacksonville State University, it is our goal as educators to inspire our students. We hope that
we can continue to live up to these elements of our mission statement at JSU: that we can
provide “distinctive educational, cultural and social experiences for a diverse student
population”; that we will seek “to produce broadly-educated graduates prepared for global
engagement”; and that we will promote “excellence in scholarly and service activities.” I believe
that continuing to offer collaborative, cross-disciplinary, study away course options that are
affordable, like the one we were able to produce this year in YNP, will help our students to be
better stewards of our planet, better advocates for their beliefs, and better communicators with
those who don’t agree with them.
Beyond my own connection to YNP and the impression this experience has left on me, I would
like to conclude with the thoughts of JSU graduate student and participant, Beth Sewell: “This
course is so much
more than learning
about Yellowstone
and earning an
English credit. As
an Outdoor and
Environmental
Education Associate
for the JSU Field
School, I feel so
incredibly fortunate
to have this
experience to take
back to the Little
River Canyon
Center. Since
returning from our
Yellowstone
journey, I have
partnered with a
bear biologist,
JSU Group at Malou Anderson’s Ranch in the Tom Miner Basin- courtesy of Jennifer Foster
collaring and
tracking black bears
in the Little River Canyon National Preserve. I’ve created an educational program focused on
Alabama black bear preservation and conservation. I would have never pursued this adventure if
it wasn’t for the hands-on, off the beaten path, in-depth experience I had in Yellowstone with
JSU.”
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Hail and Farewell: Dr. Harding Retires
by April Mattox
As one might assume by the nice Hawaiian-printed shirt Dr. Pitt Harding is sporting in the
photograph, after a long career of instilling a love of Milton into students and inspiring them in
their creative writing pursuits, Dr. Harding eased into retirement as of the end of spring 2019. He
wasn’t necessarily ready to quit teaching, especially with the progress our university and our
department has seen, but he has made the decision to retire in part so that his wife Sarah, an artist
and former art instructor at the Donoho School in Anniston, can immerse herself back into the
Atlanta art scene and devote her time to her craft rather than the full-time obligation of the
classroom. Dr. Harding will be missed by all his colleagues and his students.
One of his former students,
Jesse Groover, was so inspired
by Dr. Harding that he has
completed two collections of
poetry and is in the process of
pursuing publication. He
enthusiastically offered some
words to share about Dr.
Harding. Mr. Groover explains
how Dr. Harding
singlehandedly inspired him to
pursue his passion and become
a writer: “It was during
Creative Writing II that I had a
lengthy discussion with Dr.
Harding where he convinced
me to follow my dreams and
change majors, which I did the
next semester. Given all that, I
would say his Creative Writing
II class was the single most
important class I have ever
taken, as it led to everything
else that brought me joy and
accomplishment.” Jesse took
six courses with Dr. Harding,
and he relished every single
one of them, including a rare
class offering for Dr. Harding,
a class on Shakespeare. Mr.
Groover describes the last
Dr. Pitt Harding- courtesy of April Mattox
Harding class he had on Milton
and the impact it has also had on him: “I discovered my favorite book of all time in Paradise
Lost, which I find only more captivating every time I read it. I feel very fortunate that I was able
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to take that class from a notable scholar on the subject, and almost every paper I have written
since then has centered around Milton in one way or another.”
As Mr. Groover states, Dr. Harding is a notable scholar, having earned his Bachelor of Arts from
Yale University, his Master of Arts in Creative Writing from Brown University, and his PhD,
with a focus on 17th Century British Literature, from Georgia State University. His teaching
career began in 1991, and he taught classes at Roger Williams College, Brown University, and
Georgia State University prior to coming to Jacksonville State. He came to JSU in 2003 and
made Alabama his home for 16 years. When he came to JSU, he was happily surprised that his
creative writing degree would be of some use, as the department needed someone to teach
creative writing. He enjoyed teaching the British Surveys and his course on Milton, but Creative
Writing was especially fulfilling for him.
As far as his style of teaching literature is concerned, Dr. Harding feels that “letting students
fumble and grope is a good thing.” He believes in allowing students to “try [the literature] out for
themselves.” He wouldn’t necessarily turn them loose on Milton, but he enjoyed observing the
students work their way through works of literature, arriving at their own perspectives of a piece
of literary art. During his own education, Dr. Harding recalls his favorite professor from Yale,
the late Harold Bloom, as impressive in that he “made discoveries as he went along” during his
lectures for which he did not reference any notes. What left the greatest impression on Dr.
Harding and perhaps influenced his own teaching are those “discoveries” Dr. Bloom made and
allowed his students to witness, thus showing students the limitless possibilities that live within
the pages of works of literature. Jesse Groover explains how Dr. Harding’s style of teaching
inspired him to model his own efforts in guiding students in the classroom: “I observed him in
my first semester of Graduate School for the class Teaching College English, where I got an
intimate behind-the-scenes look into how he ran a classroom, which was fascinating and eyeopening. He taught me how to guide students in a way that helps them achieve their personal best
without taking the glory of such an achievement away from them and in a manner that was filled
with humanity and humility.”
Beyond the classroom, Dr. Harding has served in numerous roles for the English Department and
the university. Some of his favorite service work includes his time on the Faculty Senate, serving
as President for 2016-2017, and his work with the Writer’s Club. He welcomed the opportunity
to be a part of moving the university forward in his role in the Faculty Senate, and he embraced
his chance to guide students in creative writing, including our own Sarah Moersch, who was
handed the baton of directing the students in the Writer’s Club. Overall, Dr. Harding is very fond
of his time at JSU and his scholarly accomplishments, including his publications on Milton. He
is excited about this next phase of his life, but he explains, “I will my miss my colleagues. I have
many friends at JSU, and I don’t know what I will do without them.” Likewise, his friends,
colleagues, and students don’t know what they will do without him, as he has impressed us all.
Dr. Raina Kostova explains, “I can say that not only is he exceptionally knowledgeable,
professional, and intelligent, but also fully dedicated to helping any student or colleague whom
he sees is in need of support. He is loved by students because of his relatable way of teaching
difficult subject matter with enthusiasm and love for the job and because he treats each student
with utmost respect and care.” With immense support from students and faculty, it was most
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fitting that Dr. Harding received the School of Arts and Humanities Excellence in Teaching
Award in spring 2019.
Dr. Harding may not realize it, but he has had a profound impact on his students and his
colleagues. When I asked Dr. Harding what advice he would offer us, he said, “You’ll never
make it without me,” thus exercising his witty tongue. He was, of course, kidding, as he is far too
humble to say such a thing and mean it. He did, however, offer the following: “Embrace
possibilities as they come.” This seems like wise advice to follow. He will continue to cheer and
guide us, even in retirement. He, too, will continue to embrace the possibilities. He has dusted
off his books and even had to downsize his library, but he will continue to delve into the literary
arts as well as the many-faceted culture that awaits at his doorstep outside of his and Sarah’s
condominium in Atlanta. He plans to encourage his wife in her artistic craft and to spend time
with his grown daughters. Additionally, he and Sarah have already taken advantage of their time
by embarking on a trip to Rome in November.

Warning to Bad Emperors by Sarah Landram- courtesy of Pitt Harding

One other facet of Dr. Harding’s time at JSU, which seems most fitting to conclude with,
highlights his time on the stage, since he has after all made his final curtain call for JSU. To his
time on the stage, whether in the theatre, the metaphorical stage in the classroom, or the podium
of the Faculty Senate, we say “Bravo!” and are left wishing for an encore. To end this tribute to
our friend and colleague, I go to the words of his former student, Jesse Groover, as he has
phrased his words about Dr. Harding in such an eloquent manner: “I saw him perform as
Prospero in The Tempest, reprising a role he had played many years prior, and watching him, in
the final scene, deliver Prospero's final address, which I had studied with Harding years before, I
noticed something. Watching him through misty eyes and listening attentively to his words, I
heard the speech Shakespeare seemed to deliver to his audience, announcing his retirement, and
in that moment, as I watched, I couldn't help but see Dr. Harding deliver a farewell. Just as when
I had watched him play Dr. Dorn in Chekov's The Seagull and had seen his mentoring
relationship with the struggling writer of Konstantin as mirroring how I viewed my personal
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relationship with him, during that final scene of The Tempest, I saw Dr. Harding bidding me
farewell. Now the fruition of that moment has come, and I feel I must do as Shakespeare
requested when he asked the audience, ‘But release me from my bands / With the help of your
good hands’ and give him the thunderous applause he deserves that he may be set free. The final
poem I submitted to his Creative Writing II class was titled ‘Ave Atque Vale’ (Hail and
Farewell) after the famous poem by Catullus wherein the refrain I say a very appropriate
sentiment to the loss of Dr. Harding, ‘And as I watch you drifting off / I have one thing to say /
You have forever changed my life / Ave Atque Vale.’"

The Shakespeare Project
by Carmine Di Biase
In the summer of 2018, The Shakespeare Project offered a production of Julius Caesar that
brought over 2,000 high school students to the Anniston Performing Arts Center (APAC). Our
actors were mainly professionals who came from far and wide, but we included some local actors
as well, even high-schoolers, for whom the whole experience amounted to a series of master
classes in acting and theater production. This production of Julius Caesar—we performed it half
a dozen times—was all made possible by grant funds and the generous donations of local
businesses and individuals. All our donors believe that art improves a community, and they all
believe in making it available to those who otherwise might never be introduced to it or never be
able to afford it. All the performances were free of charge.

Dr. Carmine Di Biase consulting with the cast of Macbeth- courtesy of Dr. Di Biase
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That production of
Julius Caesar, which
we set in a postapocalyptic world,
was so successful that
we wanted to offer
another Shakespeare
play this summer:
Macbeth. The
auditions were
competitive, and
several accomplished
professionals
committed
themselves to seven
performances:
Wednesday, August
14th (9:00 a.m. and
noon); Thursday,
August 15th (9:00
a.m. and noon);
Friday, August 16th
(10 a.m.); Saturday,
August 17th (7:00

p.m.); and Sunday, August 18th (2:00 p.m.). These performances, again, were to be free of
charge—we plan to keep it that way—and the venue was again at the APAC, which was once the
home of the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, now housed in Montgomery. Through the
performances of Macbeth this past August, again we reached over 2000 high school students,
some of whom were so engaged that they resembled the vibrant audiences of Shakespeare’s own
public theater.
My primary role in The Shakespeare Project is to serve as dramaturg. I attend all the rehearsals
and consult with the actors on matters of pronunciation and meaning. They might not know it,
but I learn a great deal from the actors’ questions. I also write or oversee the writing of the study
guides that go out to the high schools, and I am available to give introductory talks to high
school classes that might come, or have come, to see the plays. The Shakespeare Project was
conceived, however, by its executive director, Emily Duncan, one of our English Department’s
most talented and
most imaginative
graduates. When
her talents were
noticed by the
Utah Shakespeare
Festival, that
great institution
hired her
immediately.
Emily will
continue to work
on The
Shakespeare
Project from her
outpost in Utah,
but I have
assumed the
secondary role as
Managing
Director. This
way, JSU will be
able to contribute
to the project in a
real and ongoing
way: we want this
project to become
a long-lived
tradition.
Scene from Macbeth- courtesy of Dr. Di Biase
But Managing Director does not mean that I do the directing of the play, only of some of the
fund raising and logistics that the productions require. Our real director, Carrie Colton, was
responsible for the brilliant production of Julius Caesar and for this past summer’s Macbeth,
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which Professor Colton imagined unfolding in an abandoned carnival. This production was
strange and terrifying in unexpected ways. Most importantly, it made Shakespeare inviting and
accessible, especially to a young and modern audience, even though we did not, and never will,
modernize the language. All playgoers, of course, are invited to attend; and we even set aside a
couple of performances especially for the community at large. Last summer’s Macbeth was
engrossing, gripping, and illuminating. Professor Colton makes theater magic happen wherever
she goes. I could not be more flattered, and even proud, to be asked to be part of what promises
to be a grand tradition, one which revitalizes our community and enriches it in many ways.
The local high school
teachers determine which
play will be performed: it is
the one they will be teaching
in the fall. The Shakespeare
Project members, myself
included, go to the schools
before or after the
performances and give
presentations on
Shakespeare and the play to
be performed. We also make
available to the high school
teachers a two-day workshop
conducted by the American
Shakespeare Center (ASC)
of Staunton, Virginia, whose
professionals visit JSU and
demonstrate, in JSU’s Stone
Center, how to make
Shakespeare come to life.
This too is made possible by
donations—the ASC must
be paid—but to the teachers
it is free of charge.
Scene from 2019 production of Macbeth- courtesy of Dr. Di Biase

The next performance will
be in January of 2021. We
have moved the performance
date to January for practical reasons: students and teachers, and actors too, are more available
then. Come and enjoy the next production. We don’t know which play it will be yet, perhaps a
comedy this time. In any case, I, for one, am eager for the actors to arrive and for all the behindthe-scenes work that will make the magic happen again.
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All the World’s a Stage: Spotlight on Emily
Duncan
by April Mattox
During the late summer of 2018, in reference to William Shakespeare, longtime citizens of
Calhoun County were uttering the phrase “He’s back” with a certain degree of excitement. The
Alabama Shakespeare Festival (ASF) was established by members of the Anniston community in
1972. The performances were staged at the Anniston High School Auditorium, which is now
known as the Anniston Performing Arts Center (APAC). In 1985 the ASF moved to
Montgomery, where it still resides. The void in the community that was left with ASF’s move to
Montgomery has finally been filled with The Shakespeare Project. What is unique about this new
endeavor is its
mission, which
is not at all
about
commercial
success but has
everything to do
with academic
enrichment for
faculty and
students,
students who
otherwise would
not have the
opportunity to
travel to see a
Shakespeare
play. The idea
to see this
rebirth of
Shakespeare in
our community
and, most
importantly, to
Emily Duncan pictured to the right outside of the Globe Theater in London- courtesy of Emily Duncan
make it
accessible to
area students was co-conceived by a graduate of Jacksonville State, specifically a graduate from
our program in the English Department.
Emily Duncan earned a Bachelor of Arts in English with a minor in Communication and History
in 2011, graduating just two days after the tornado outbreak of 2011, during which one tornado
touched down two miles from her home. Throughout her time at JSU, which includes dual
enrollment courses she attended during her secondary education, Duncan took all the writing
courses she could take and worked as a tutor in the Writing Clinic. She says she appreciated this
15

side of it, the writing, and this work prepared her for her career, especially in writing grants to
gain funding for The Shakespeare Project. Although she had already caught the theater bug prior
to coming to JSU and was drawn to Shakespeare specifically, the Shakespeare courses she took
with Dr. Carmine Di Biase gave her a firmer understanding of the historical context of
Shakespeare’s plays and the nuances of what occurred behind the scenes. Duncan feels that the
faculty in the English Department went above and beyond to encourage her and connect her with
resources that would only propel her forward toward her dreams; for example, Dr. Robert Felgar
and Dr. Teresa Reed developed an internship in arts administration for Duncan, connecting her
with the Marketing Department for the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum in Nashville.
She is grateful to the English Department for the skills and knowledge she gained, as well as the
encouragement and guidance she received. She has taken her passion, talents, and education and
built an arsenal of skills that have led her not just to chase her dreams, but to live them.

A scene from Julius Caesar taken by Nick Hoenshell & submitted by Emily
Duncan

After graduating from JSU,
Duncan began working for the
Calhoun County Area Chamber
and Visitors Center as a public
relations coordinator. After four
years in that position, she
became the tourism and
marketing director. It was during
her time in this role that she and
Carrie Colton, a former professor
of Drama at JSU, hatched a plan
to bring Shakespeare back to
Anniston. Duncan and Colton set
out to find ways to make
Shakespeare appealing to
students, thus enriching their
understanding of the classic
bard, without changing the
language that often intimidates
students. The most important
goal was to make the
performances available to area
students and faculty for free,
which means they had to find
funding. The funding is where
Duncan’s fine-tuned
communication skills were most
necessary.

Through Duncan’s hard work
and perseverance, the Chamber received a $5000 grant from the Alabama Humanities
Foundation. This grant, along with funding from other grants, including the Harland Jones
Charitable Fund from the Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama and the Alabama
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Bicentennial Commission, were essential in getting this project off the ground. However, the
grants alone were not enough to cover the cost of everything, which is why Duncan approached
members of the Anniston community for help. The Knox Concert Series still had the original
stage used by Anniston’s ASF and made it available to the project. The generous offer of this
original thrust stage saved the new company a great deal of money. Duncan reached out to other
Annistonians, like Ellen Bass and Josephine Ayers, both longtime supporters of the arts and
education. Through generous donors and immense support from the community, like the families
that hosted the professional actors by welcoming them into their homes and feeding them, the
revival of Shakespeare was a great success. Duncan says the actors were amazed at the support
from the community, and some actors even said staying with their host families was perhaps
their favorite part of the experience. She adds that the host families were most gracious in
making these actors feel welcome, and she is so grateful that the community came together for
the arts and for the educational enrichment of area students. None of this would have been
possible if Duncan had not worked tirelessly to secure funding and support, although she
emphasizes that it was a team effort, a team effort that will continue with Emily Duncan as
Executive Director, Carrie Colton as Artistic Director, Dr. Carmine Di Biase as Dramaturg and
Managing Director, and the School of Arts and Humanities working together with area schools
and faculty to ensure that students, as well as members of the community, have an exceptional
experience and leave the theater and the classroom with an appreciation for, and a firm
understanding of, the great playwright.
In order to make Shakespeare appealing to modern audiences, especially young ones, and ensure
student comprehension of Julius Caesar, Colton and Duncan took a unique approach. One
important facet to their approach was slimming the production to ninety minutes. Carrie Colton,
Artistic Director, trimmed the play by eliminating random characters and making others richer.
As far as the set goes, instead of the stately classical structures and battlefields typical in
depicting ancient Rome, the play’s set was of a post-apocalyptic world. Rather than the intricate
costumes traditionally seen in Shakespeare productions, the costumes were modern and made
from found objects. What was most intriguing about their production was in casting the actors.
The roles the actors played were not restricted by gender or race. For example, Brutus was
played by a female actor; Portia, by a male actor; Antony, by an African American female; and
Cassius, by an African American male. Removing the boundaries of gender and race in casting
allowed the diverse group of students to identify with the characters, thus increasing their
understanding. The primary focus of this endeavor was to improve Shakespeare literacy and
comprehension, and this was achieved through the creative efforts of the two co-founders of this
project, who weaved a unique thread through their production. The students were excited and
lingered to get pictures with the actors. Duncan received an email from a teacher explaining how
her students ended up in an argument about who would play the role of Brutus, as one female
student said she wanted to play the part. The excitement these students exhibited about studying
Shakespeare is exactly what Duncan and Colton set out to achieve. Their efforts deserve
applause, for they have brought Shakespeare back to Anniston. Our hope is that the community
will offer its continued support and its generous donations, so The Shakespeare Project thrives,
therefore enriching our community and, most importantly, the educational experience of area
students. The project is now under the umbrella of the JSU Foundation, and any interested
donors may contact Dr. Carmine Di Biase at cdibiase@jsu.edu, or contact Emily Duncan through
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The Shakespeare Project on Facebook. A website dedicated to The Shakespeare Project will soon
be accessible through JSU’s homepage.
In As You Like It, Shakespeare wrote the famous lines, “All the world’s a stage, and the men and
women merely players: they have their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays
many parts.” Emily Duncan is a “player” on the stage, and she has and will “play many parts” in
her time. As previously mentioned, she will continue her role as Executive Director of The
Shakespeare Project, but she has moved on from her work at the Chamber. Through her efforts
while with the Chamber, her role on the board of directors of the Community Actors’ Studio
Theater, and her role in The Shakespeare Project, she gained the attention of the Utah
Shakespeare Festival (USF) and has been hired as a development associate and grant writer, a
position she began in spring 2019. Additionally, she is pursuing a Master of Arts in Arts and

The stunning set of Julius Caesar taken by Nick Hoenshell and submitted by Emily Duncan

Administration. At JSU, especially in our department, we are proud of Emily Duncan and the
great work she has done in the eight years since she graduated. For her outstanding success, we
can claim only a smidgeon of credit, for she arrived at JSU full of enthusiasm, passion, and drive
that have propelled her forward into the many roles she has performed thus far. Dr. Di Biase
explains, “Emily Duncan was among the brightest and hardest-working students in my English
classes, and especially in my Shakespeare class.” He further adds, “I couldn't be more proud of
Emily. And I am stunned to see how complex a project this is and how smoothly she makes it
run.” We have no doubt that she will experience continued success and remain one of JSU’s
brightest stars.

18

Miscellany
by April Mattox

This year’s Faculty Awards Program was held on April 18th. Several of our faculty received
service pins: Rodney Bailey, 20 years; Jennifer Foster, 20; Christy Burns, 15; Larry Gray, 15;
Joy Maloney, 15; Mica Mecham, 10. Dr. Carmine Di Biase, Dr. Robert Felgar, Dr. Joanne Gates,
and Dean Staci Stone received Faculty Research Awards. Several members of the English
Department received promotions: Christy Burns and Jennifer Foster to Distinguished Lecturers;
Dr. Raina Kostova to Professor; and Dr. Robert Felgar to Distinguished Professor.
In other news, the School of Arts and Humanities welcomed its new Dean, Dr. Staci Stone, at a
reception in the theatre in summer 2018. Dean Stone has served her first full year as our Dean
with grace and enthusiasm, and we are glad to have her fighting for our department, which is
housed in the building named after her grandfather, who served as JSU’s president for 10 years.
Through her leadership, the School of Arts and Humanities continues to navigate its way through
recovery after the tornado that struck the campus in March of 2018. As the construction
continues across campus, the repairs to the Stone Center are complete, including the new façade
on the theatre entrance. During the summer, the English Department renovated its classrooms.
The new environment tends towards a more collaborative learning experience for our students,
and the updated and newly installed technology allows members of the department to engage the
students with innovative teaching.
Outside the classroom, the English Department held a retreat at Little River Canyon Center on
August 15th. Mysti Nichols organized and hosted a spectacular experience. The members of the
English Department shared updates on the work of different committees, learned more about the
launch of Canvas, shared announcements for upcoming events, won prizes, and prepared to
tackle the fall semester. Additionally, the retreat allowed the department’s members to meet our
visiting professors for this academic year: Assistant Professor, Dr. Christopher Thompson
Bollini; Instructor, Joshua Duckworth; Instructor, Matthew Ryan Hill; Assistant Professor, Dr.
Scott Michael Obernesser; and Assistant Professor, Dr. William Roy Wilson. We owe many
thanks to Mysti Nichols for creating a wonderful experience. We also are grateful to Dr. Felgar
and Dean Stone for making the retreat possible.
In addition to welcoming visiting faculty, the department has also hired two Assistant Professors.
Emrys Donaldson graduated summa cum laude from Cornell University (2012) and the
University of Alabama (2019). Dr. Donaldson’s specialties include speculative fiction and the
lyric essay. Their creative work has appeared in literary journals such as Redivider, Cream City
Review, and Fairy Tale Review, and further critical work is forthcoming in a book of academic
essays from Palgrave Macmillan. Emrys will be developing our department’s new creative
writing program. Christopher Douglas is our other new Assistant Professor. He was born in rural
Illinois and attended Bradley University in Peoria for his undergraduate degree. In 2006 he was
a part of the Japanese Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program and taught English as a Foreign
Language in Minamiboso, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, until he returned to America for graduate
studies. He earned his master’s and doctoral degrees from Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, where he studied 18th and 19th-century transatlantic literature, focusing on itnarratives. The reason he studied 18th-century literature involves falling in love with overly
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melodramatic novels. His hobbies include (very amateur) powerlifting, baking, choir singing,
and taking care of his rescue dog, Honey. He's published in ESQ: A Journal of NineteenthCentury American Literature and Culture, co-edited a collection on punk aesthetics and comics
for McFarland, and has pieces forthcoming in Journal of Narrative Theory and The Cambridge
Guide to the English Novel, 1660-1820.

Imagining the Holocaust
by Heather Greene
For thirty-seven years, the Jacksonville State University Holocaust Remembrance Committee
has focused upon retelling the stories of the Holocaust to keep the voices from the past alive.
While last year’s event was cancelled due to continued tornado recovery, the scheduled 2018
speaker, Eli Pinhas, graciously agreed to speak for this year’s event, which was held on April 2nd,
in Leone-Cole Auditorium.
After much anticipation, JSU was blessed with the opportunity to hear Pinhas’ story. He
delivered an account of his parent’s trials in Greece during World War II, which was the first
time the Greek perspective has been presented at the JSU Holocaust Remembrance Event.
For the 2018 program, the Holocaust Remembrance Committee consisted of Kim Stevens,
professor and senior catalog librarian; Bethany Latham, professor and electronic
resources/documents librarian; Russel Lemmons, distinguished professor of history; Esta
Spector, community outreach; Karlie Johnson, assistant professor and reference librarian;
Heather Greene, instructor of English; and Desmond Thomas, SGA VP of Student Activities.
As usual, the department saw some excellent work from middle school and high school students
around the state of Alabama in the Imagining the Holocaust writing competition. Winners were
awarded the monetary prizes announced in the competition instructions. The following are the
winners for the high school portion of the competition: poetry: 1st place: Skylar Ledbetter, “The
Depth of the Sky”; 2nd place: Shelby Thompson, “Face-to-Face.” The following are the winners
for the middle school portion: prose: 1st place: Amara Menefee, “The Monsters”; 2nd place:
Makayla Prado, “Imagining the Holocaust”; 3rd place: Lillian Lambert, “Forbidden.” Poetry: 1st
place: Peyton Preston, “At Death’s Door”; 2nd place: Sophia Hampton, “From the Inside”; 3rd
place: Chloe Peebles, “The Reality of the Holocaust.” Some of the winning entries are included
in the Student Sampler section beginning on page 32
April Mattox (admattox@jsu.edu) serves as the coordinator for middle school entries, while
Susan Dean (sadean@jsu.edu) is the coordinator for high school entries. Various members of the
English Department volunteered as judges. For further information, go to
www.jsu.edu/english/holocaust. Additionally, the Holocaust publication is available at
http://www.jsu.edu/english/holocaust.html.
JSU is certainly graced with individuals who put forth considerable time and effort into ensuring
that the victims and survivors of the Holocaust are remembered each year. May we never forget!
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The Writers Bowl
On October 31, 2018, the English Department sponsored the Twenty-Third Annual JSU Writers
Bowl. Over 500 students from high schools throughout northern Alabama traveled to the JSU
campus to compete. Following a Halloween theme, the morning prose competition required
teams of six students to assume the perspective of a journalist and write an article to describe the
events of a face-off between the superhero and the monster their team had selected.
For the afternoon session, teams were asked to write a Horatian Ode celebrating their favorite
Halloween tradition. For the individual essay, students were asked to write a 500 to 700-word
response to the following: “On balance, have social networking sites such as Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat had a more beneficial or detrimental effect on American
society? Explain.”

2nd place poetry and 1st place overall team, Oops, I Wrote It Again from Southside High School- courtesy of Randy Davis

The winners for the 2018 Writers Bowl include the following: prose category: 1st place: Rhyme
Scream, Jakob Williamson (captain), Cassia Rissler, Brianna Bailey, Rachel Christopher,
Charles Harrell, and Olivia Nunnally from Ohatchee High School, sponsor Mrs. Ford; 2nd place:
The Rutabegas, Tanner Kughn (captain), Samantha Jimenez, Laney Smith, and Hayden Williams
from White Plains High School, sponsor Jennifer Baker; 3rd place: CATastrophe, Hannah
Atchley (captain), Brandy Martinez, Taylor Fountain, Ansley Smith, Kaelyn Mosher, Lily
Meadows from Fort Payne High School, sponsor Angie Maxwell. In the poetry category: 1st
place: Gatsby’s Old Sports, Abby Harrison (captain), Haley Brady, Mackenzie Hass, Isabelle
Flores, and Skylar Farr from Scottsboro High School, sponsor Amanda Wilbanks; 2nd place:
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Oops, I Wrote It Again, Sydney Hill (captain), Hayden Davis, Hudson Hopper, Chloe Ledford,
Carley Holman, and Houston Payne from Southside High School, sponsor Ashley Stapleton; 3rd
place: Team Piedmont, Tyler Farmer (captain), Katelyn Langley, Daisha Flint, Cloie Grimes,
Lauryn Langley, and Juniper Hicks from Piedmont High School, sponsor Leah Odam. For the
overall teams, the awards were as follows: 1st place: Oops, I Wrote It Again, Sydney Hill
(captain), Hayden Davis, Hudson Hopper, Chloe Ledford, Carley Holman, and Houston Payne
from Southside High School, sponsor Ashley Stapleton; 2nd place: The Rutabegas, Tanner Kughn
(captain), Samantha Jimenez, Laney Smith, and Hayden Williams from White Plains High

1st place poetry and 3rd place overall, team Gatsby’s Old Sports from Scottsboro High School- courtesy of Randy Davis

School, sponsor Jennifer Baker; 3rd place: Gatsby’s Old Sports, Abby Harrison (captain), Haley
Brady, Mackenzie Hass, Isabelle Flores, and Skylar Farr from Scottsboro High School, sponsor
Amanda Wilbanks. In the individual essay competition, the winners include the following: 1st
place: Jesse Beck from Oxford High School, sponsor Yevett Word; 2nd place: Terika Miller from
Oxford High School, sponsor Yevett Word; 3rd place: Alexis Gray from Oxford High School,
sponsor Yevett Word. Some of the winning entries are included in the Student Sampler section
beginning on page 32.
The judges for the 2018 Writers Bowl included the following: poetry portion: Susan Dean, Larry
Gray, Raina Kostova, Heather Greene, and David Myer; prose portion: Katie Elkins, Sarah
Moersch, Jeff Pruitt, and retired faculty Susan Sellers and Steve Whitton; individual essay: Raina
Kostova, Katie Johnson, and Joy Maloney. The Writers Bowl committee is grateful to faculty for
their work in judging the entries in a timely manner and making the event a success.
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Writers’ Club
The JSU Writers’ Club had an excellent year. The annual Robert U. Moersch Poetry contest was
held during the spring semester. Other contests sponsored through the Writers’ Club include the
Halloween, Arbor Day, and Valentine’s Day poetry contests. The Writers’ Club continues to
flourish and grow under Sarah Moersch’s guidance and B.J. Wilson’s assistance. Look for the
contest winners’ works in the annual edition of Something Else. The Writers’ Club meets every
Thursday at 4:00 in the Writing Clinic to discuss work students are in the process of writing and
to discuss club business. For more information on the club, please contact Sarah Moersch at
smoersch@jsu.edu or B.J. Wilson wwilson3@jsu.edu.

Sigma Tau Delta
The Pi Epsilon chapter of Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society was founded in 1949 at
Jacksonville State University, making it one of the oldest student organizations on campus.
Katie Johnson and Katelyn Williams are faculty sponsors for the prestigious honor society.
Membership is open to undergraduates who have finished 3 semesters and have a 3.0 GPA.
Graduate students who are not members of the honor society and hold a 3.3 GPA are also
eligible. It is not necessary to be an English major or minor to be a member. Any interested
students should email Katie Johnson at kcjohnson@jsu.edu with the following information:
student’s full name, student number, email address, and undergraduate or graduate status.
Applications are usually accepted in early spring. The officers and faculty sponsors plan to have
regular meetings in the fall, along with many fun events, service projects, and other activities.
For further information, please contact Katie Johnson.

Southern Playwrights Competition
This year’s Southern Playwrights competition saw its
usual large number of entries from across the nation.
Annually since 1989, the Southern Playwrights
competition has sought to identify and encourage the
best of Southern play writing. The winning play
receives a production by the JSU Drama Department.
The winner of this year’s competition is Winston
Drives Big Jim by Hubert Grissom. The Drama
Department staged the production during the first
weekend of October.

Picture courtesy of Dr. Randal Blades,
Drama Department Head

The competition is especially grateful to the dedicated
group of readers who helped to choose the finalists
and to Joy Maloney, Coordinator. For more
information concerning the Southern Playwrights
competition, visit our website at
http://www.jsu.edu/english/southpla.
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Postscripts Bios
Rodney Bailey had a very busy school year. In the fall and spring, he visited several high
schools and community colleges in an effort to recruit for the Jacksonville State University
Marching Southerners Colorguard, the EH department, and the INS Major, which he now serves
as department head. In addition to his recruitment efforts, he also conducted two workshops for
the faculty commons, assisted with the induction ceremony of the Phi Kappa Phi honor society,
and created the electronic submission forms for Imagining the Holocaust. This past summer,
Rodney traveled the country on the weekends to help instruct the Southwind Drum and Bugle
Corps and the Atlanta CV Drum and Bugle Corps. He also acted as one of the GO! Orientation
Advisors for the fall 2019 semester.
Don Bennett has been an instructor in the
JSU English department since 2002. He
teaches English Composition I and II, Oral
Communication, Survey of American
Literature I, Survey of English Literature I,
and Advanced Composition. He is a
member of the Friends of the Library
Board of Directors and is on the Advisory
Board of the JSU Baptist Campus
Ministries. He also works the English
Department table at JSU Preview Days and
began service as one of the department’s
representatives to the Faculty Senate this
fall. Don’s wife Amy (Minister of Music
and Children at East Centre Baptist
Church/singer/vocal instructor/musical
director/actress/writer/blogger and mom
extraordinaire) is currently finishing her
degree at JSU. They have two children:
Timothy, a 19 year old who has just
completed his freshman year at JSU as an
art major and member of the Marching
Southerners, and Paul, 13, a member of the
Cherokee County Warriors marching band,
and an actor in his own right who has
appeared in numerous musical theatre
productions and placed second in a state
drama competition.

Mica Mecham, Jennifer Foster, Katelyn Williams, and Teresa
Reed – ready for the first day of the fall 2018 semester- courtesy
of Mica Mecham

Christy Burns teaches Oral
Communication, English Composition, Technical Writing, Survey of American Literature, and a
course on Edgar Allan Poe. She judges several competitions, such as Southern Playwrights and
Imagining the Holocaust. In 2013 and 2014, she served as a committee member to welcome
visitors from Taizhou University. Additionally, she has served on the Writers Bowl Committee
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since 2013 and has been a member of the Gamecock Orientation team since 2014. In the 20162017 school year, she served as a Faculty Mentor for the Quality Enhancement Plan. She
completed the Certified Online Instructor Training in 2017. In 2018, she presented two papers in
Troy, Alabama, at ACETA, where she also received the James Woodall Award, and one paper at
SAMLA in Birmingham, Alabama. Most recently, she has been promoted to the position of
Distinguished Lecturer.
Katie Elkins regularly teaches Oral Communication and English Composition I and II courses.
She organizes and administers the Major Field Achievement Test (MFAT) each semester, and
she also enjoys serving as a judge for various contests, including the Imagining the Holocaust
writing competition and the Writers Bowl. She looks forward to continuing to serve the
department.
Randall Davis served as discussion leader for the Twenty-Eighth Annual Literature and
Medicine Retreat, Montgomery, AL, January 26-27, 2019, sponsored by the Alabama Chapter of
the American College of Physicians. He regularly teaches both undergraduate and graduate
classes, including Contemporary American and Native American Literature, and does various
service work, including chairing the Writers Bowl committee. Davis also serves as advisor for
English MA students.
Susan Dean participated as a judge for several writing and speaking competitions. She is the
Coordinator for the High School division of the Imagining the Holocaust writing competition.
She teaches English Composition, Oral Communication, Survey of American Literature, and
Technical Writing.
Carmine Di Biase had several publications to appear during this academic year. He published an
article in the Times Literary Supplement (May 8, 2018): “Translator, Transplanter: Empty spaces
between Italian and English.” And two poems of his appeared in the South Florida Poetry
Journal (“Forewarnings” in the February 2019 issue and “American Rondeau” the May 2019
issue, available here: https://www.southfloridapoetryjournal.com). He also delivered a paper on
Italo Calvino at the November 4, 2018 SAMLA meeting in Birmingham. This paper is nearly
ready to be submitted for publication. An earlier poem, “His Own Wine,” was used as the basis
of a film short produced by James Woodward, from the Department of Music, and his students.
(That poem had appeared in August of 2017 in the South Florida Poetry Journal
(https://www.southfloridapoetryjournal.com/poems-aug-2017.html); the film was completed this
fall and may be viewed here: https://filmfreeway.com/hisownwine. Last August he served as
dramaturg for The Shakespeare Project’s production of Julius Caesar at the Anniston Performing
Arts Center, and this summer he served not only as dramaturg for The Shakespeare Project’s
production of Macbeth but has also assumed the role of Managing Director of the program. In
the spring, as part of the English Department Lectures Series, he presented his work on his
English translation of Carlo Collodi’s Pinocchio and its unknown sequel. He was the recipient
this year not only of a Faculty Research Award but also of the School of Arts and Humanities
Research Award. This July he traveled to Trieste to deliver a paper on the influence of Macbeth
on Henry James’s The Aspern Papers. His review of the new translation of Elsa Morante’s
masterpiece, Arturo’s Island, was published in the October 11 issue of the Times Literary
Supplement.
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Robert Felgar was promoted to Distinguished Professor of English, effective October 1,
2019. He has agreed to write a 100,000-word biography of Frederick Douglass, which will
probably be published in 2021.
Jennifer Foster began her twenty-third year in the English Department in fall 2018. In 2017,
Jennifer received the Instructional Technology Student of the Year Award and the George
Mehaffy Excellence in Learning Technology Award. She participated in the American
Association of State Colleges and Universities’ American Democracy Project in Yellowstone in
2018 and 2019. She was promoted to Distinguished Lecturer, and she has also taken on the task
as the Director of the Faculty Commons, a role she began in spring 2019. She is pictured holding
her Award for Outstanding Faculty Member of the Year in 2018.

Jennifer Foster holding 2018 award for Outstanding Faculty
Member of the Year- courtesy of Mica Mecham
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Joanne Gates presented her latest paper
on Elizabeth Robins at SAMLA (South
Atlantic Modern Language Association)
in Birmingham November 2, 2018. Sarah
MacDonald at the University of
Indianapolis organized the panel
“Working Women Suffragette’s Life
Writing in Britain and America” and
delivered her paper on Annie Kenney,
whose memoir chronicled her activity in
the Women’s Social and Political Union.
Joanne Gates accompanied her paper,
“Elizabeth Robins Portrays Working
Women in Suffragette Literature: A
Reflection through the Lens of the 2015
Film Suffragette,” with a handout of
references that included background on
the film featuring Helena Bonham Carter,
Carey Mulligan, Meryl Streep, Ben
Whishaw, and Natalie Press. Dr. Gates
also encouraged English major Brandon
Amos to submit his paper, originally
drafted for the course in Women’s
Literature, “Conversion Tactics in
Didactic Literature: How Gilman’s 'The
Yellow Wallpaper’ and Elizabeth Robins'
Votes for Women Turn Us into Supporters
of Their Feminist Causes.” In preparation
for his presentation, he also delivered the
paper at a session of Dr. Gates’s
American Literature survey, where all
students also read Gilman’s story and
accompanying essay, “Why I Wrote ‘The

Yellow Wallpaper.’” Brandon was featured in the January 24 Student Spotlight section of JSU’s
School of Arts and Humanities blog as student of the week:
https://jsuartsandhumanities.home.blog/2019/01/24/student-spotlight-brandon-amos/. Dr. Gates
enjoys teaching surveys, Shakespeare classes, and Women's Literature and is pursuing research
on Emily Dickinson. She presented at SAMLA in Atlanta in the fall of 2019, with a presentation
that explains the creative projects she has used in the classroom to teach Lady Mary Wroth and
Emily Dickinson. She has an Authors Guild website at www.joannegates.com and her Robins
scholarship is detailed at www.jsu.edu/robinsweb. Dr. Gates was awarded a Professional
Development Leave for Fall Semester 2020. She will be working on a collection of essays
tentatively entitled “Elizabeth Robins: The Lasting Heritage.” Recognized as one of the leading
authorities on Robins, she has presented on Robins at recent SAMLA conventions, including
papers that placed Robins in the context of the Women's Suffrage Campaign and that contrasted
the divorce-themed novels of Edith Wharton and Robins. Her biography of Robins was recently
reissued in paperback from the University of Alabama Press. Upon return from her leave, she
will be delivering a university lecture on her work.
Larry Gray delivered a paper on Adaptations Studies at the annual conference at the University
of Amsterdam in September 2018; his subject was filmmaker Nicolas Roeg’s Insignificance
(1985), which imagines New York City encounters on a night in the 1950s among Einstein,
Marilyn, Joe DiMaggio, and Sen. Joe McCarthy. The topic of the conference was “Facts: True,
Alternative, Evolving,” and adaptation. He delivered papers at the Henry James Society’s
international conference (University of Trieste) and again at the Adaptation Studies venue
(Masaryk University; Brno, Czech Republic) on Orson Welles in the 1950s. (He somehow
persuaded Distinguished Professor Di Biase to deliver a paper on Henry James in Trieste, and he
chaired a separate panel there, as well.) He also supported several colleagues (Burns, Gates, and
Kostova) and their scholarship at SAMLA in Birmingham, November 2018. At JSU, he
continued to be involved with Faculty Commons, attending a number of presentations mostly at
Self Hall given by JSU colleagues on a variety of subjects related to improving teaching
strategies and technologies. In the English Department, Dr. Gray taught literature surveys (both
American and British), composition classes, and his advanced course on the Art of the Film.
Writers Bowl, Imagining the Holocaust, and especially the Assistant Professor Search
Committee were some of the group projects that he helped within the department.
Heather Greene joined the English faculty in August 2017. She earned her Master of Arts
(2012) and Bachelor of Arts (2013) from Jacksonville State University. From 2012 until 2017,
she worked as a public relations writer for the JSU Office of Public Relations and taught as an
adjunct English instructor at Gadsden State Community College between 2014 and 2017. During
her first year on the faculty at JSU, Ms. Greene taught Basic English Skills, English
Composition, Oral Communication, and Survey of American Literature. She serves on the
Friends of the Library Board and Holocaust Remembrance and English 102 Committees.
Additionally, she volunteered to judge entries for the Writers Bowl.
Katherine Johnson is the head of the Oral Communications Committee and assists in judging
competitions, such as the Writers Bowl, Southern Playwrights, and Imagining the Holocaust. She
teaches Oral Communication, Survey of American Literature I and II, English Composition I and
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II, and the May course she piloted several years ago, Tennessee Williams: Death, Desire, and
Illusion. She also serves as a faculty sponsor for Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honors Society.
John H. Jones serves as president of the JSU chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi. His research focuses on the variations in the copies of William Blake's illuminated books
and how they affect interpretation. He continues to teach courses, both graduate and
undergraduate, in late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British literature.
Raina Kostova serves as the department’s Director of Writing. She served as a member of the
Hiring Committee for the 18th-Century specialist. She regularly judges entries from the Writers
Bowl, Imagining the Holocaust, and R.U.M. writing competitions. She serves on the following
committees: Common Reading Program, English Composition, English Majors and Minors, and
Literature Survey. She is an English Department Liaison for the Houston Cole Library. In
addition to her service, she presented at the SAMLA conference in Birmingham, November
2018: “Female Writing in Japanese Heian Culture, 10th Century CE.” Her review of John Steen’s
book, Affect, Psychoanalysis, and American Poetry: The Feeling of Exaltation for The Wallace
Stevens Journal, was published in the Wallace Stevens Journal in spring 2019, Vol. 43.
Additionally, she has the forthcoming work published through De Gruyter Publishing House, in
Berlin: “Jelinek’s Vienna: Cultural Elitism and Neo-Nazism.” She completed an online course,
“Religion and Science,” offered by The University of Edinburgh through Coursera.com.
Joy Maloney serves as a tutor in the
English Department’s Writing Clinic
and regularly teaches English
Composition, Oral Communication,
and Survey of Literature courses. She
coordinates the entries for the Southern
Playwrights competition and regularly
serves as a judge for the writing
competitions sponsored by the English
Department.
April Mattox is the editor of
Postscripts; this edition will be her 9th.
She is the Coordinator for the Middle
School entries of the Imagining the
Holocaust competition, and she is on
the Writers Bowl and Speech
Committees. She judged entries for
various writing competitions, including
the contests sponsored by the Writers’
Club. She teaches English Composition
II, Honors English Composition II,
Survey of American Literature I and II,
and Oral Communication. She taught a
course on Twentieth-Century Drama

The new façade of the Performing Arts Center- courtesy of April Mattox
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in the summer term. This fall, she is teaching a University Honors Book Club course about
service, working, and emotional support dogs, with a focus on two books: Luis Carlos
Montalvan’s Until Tuesday: A Wounded Warrior and the Golden Retriever Who Saved Him and
Ace Collins’ In the Line of Fire: Daring Stories of Man’s Best Hero.
Mica Mecham has served as a full-time faculty member of the English Department, teaching
English Composition, Oral Communication, and Survey of American Literature, since 2009. She
teaches traditional, blended, and online courses. In addition to her teaching load and service
work in the English Department, she has also served JSU in numerous other ways over the years.
During the 2018-19 school year, she completed the Effective and Exceptional Teaching Series
hosted by Faculty Commons, as well as presented "Relational Teaching from the Students'
Perspective" for the Exceptional Teaching Series. In May of 2018, Mrs. Mecham was selected as
one of four participants to visit Yellowstone National Park for AASCU’s American Democracy
Project. As a result of that experience, Mrs. Mecham, along with fellow AASCU participant Dr.
Erin Rider, Associate Professor of Sociology, co-created a spring 2019 English and Sociology
cross-listed hybrid study tour travel course, which culminated in a May 2019 trip to YNP with
fifteen students and eleven JSU faculty participants. In June 2019, Mrs. Mecham and Dr. Rider,
accompanied by Ms. Jennifer Foster, Director of Faculty Commons, were accepted to present
"Modeling Higher Education's Commitment toward Transformative Learning, Skill-Building,
and Civic Engagement" at NASPA's Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement national
conference in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Mrs. Mecham’s other recent accomplishments include
presenting at the 2018 Alabama Ed Tech Conference in Birmingham, serving as a member of the
2019-2020 scholarship selection committee, and running the social media pages for the School of
Arts and Humanities.
Sarah Moersch teaches English Composition II, Survey of American Literature I and II,
Advanced Grammar, and Oral Communication. She acts as Director of the Writing Clinic and
serves on the English Majors Review Committee. She conducts the ECE workshops and
additional workshops for students at ACE. As faculty sponsor for the JSU Writers’ Club, her
responsibilities include coordinating the various writing competitions and compiling, editing, and
publishing the student literary journal, Something Else. She also serves as the social coordinator
for the English Department and regularly judges other writing competitions, including the
Writers Bowl, the Southern Playwrights, and the Imagining the Holocaust.
David Myer is a Distinguished Lecturer of English. He teaches American Literature, Technical
Writing, Oral Communication, and Business English for International Purposes. He regularly
serves as a judge for the JSU Writers Bowl and the Imagining the Holocaust writing competition.
He tutors in the English Department’s Writing Clinic and serves on the English Majors and
Minors Committee, the English Competency Committee, the Literature Survey Committee, and
the JSU Student Symposium Committee. He occasionally serves as an adjunct instructor with
JSU’s English Language Institute and assists with academic and cultural exchange programs
between JSU and its partner Chinese universities. He serves as faculty advisor for Tau Delta Phi
fraternity and the JSU Mandarin Club. In spring 2019, he taught in JSU’s dual enrollment
program.
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Mysti Nichols teaches Oral Communication, English Composition, and Survey of American
Literature. She served as a judge for the Imagining the Holocaust writing competition. She is a
member of the Writers Bowl Committee, and she serves as the advisor for the service
organization Circle K. She also did an outstanding job of organizing and hosting the English
Department’s Retreat in August.
Deborah Prickett completed her twenty-seventh year with the English Department. For many of
those years, she has served as the Chair of the Freshman Writing Committee. This past year the
committee along with other faculty members organized pilots of EH 101 as they worked to
revise the EH 101 English Composition course. In this capacity, she works with new faculty
members to help them assimilate into the department, and she works with the training of dual
enrollment teachers during each summer. She serves on the Curriculum Committee for the
department and the Common Reading Program for the university. Finally, she began working in
Canvas a year prior to its launch to become a Canvas coach.
Jeff Pruitt has just completed his second year as a full-time faculty member of the English
Department, teaching English Composition, Survey of American Literature, and Oral
Communication. He also teaches ESL (English as a Second Language) courses as a faculty
member of the English Language Institute at Jacksonville State University. In addition to his
teaching load, Pruitt served as a judge for both the 2018 JSU Writers Bowl and the 2019
Imagining the Holocaust Writing Competition, as a tutor in The English Department’s Writing
Clinic, and as a member of the Faculty Search Committee and the English Majors and Minors
Committee.
Teresa P. Reed earned her BA in English from Birmingham-Southern College, her MA in
English from the University of Virginia, and her PhD with a focus on Middle English literature
from the University of Florida. Since coming to JSU in 1996, she has enjoyed teaching all sorts
of classes, including Survey of Middle English Literature, Chaucer, Literary Criticism, and
Honors Literature. Dr. Reed has been the English major advisor since the fall of 2007, work that
she enjoys immensely. When she has time, she works on scholarship, including a recent
conference presentation on Marie de France's medieval werewolf tale "Bisclavret" and an article
that may be going out soon on the 2009 movie Dead Snow, about Nazi zombies in Norway.
Tanya Sasser has a B.A. in English and Social Sciences from the University of Montevallo and
an M.A. in Liberal Studies from JSU. She also studied Anthropology at the University of
Southern Mississippi. After working as a librarian for several years, she switched to education
and worked as an adjunct at JSU before becoming a full-time instructor in 2008. She teaches
English Composition, Oral Communication, American Literature, and a special topics course that
focuses on the Graphic Novel. She recently piloted a multi-disciplinary class on J.R.R. Tolkien.
Her research and pedagogical interests focus on integrating games and game-based learning into
face-to-face and virtual classroom experiences, for which she received a grant in partnership with
Dr. David Thornton of the Department of Math and Computer Sciences. She is also a Faculty
Mentor and a Canvas Coach.
Katelyn Williams is a full-time instructor in the English Department. She regularly teaches
sections of Basic English Skills, English Composition I and II, American Literature, and Young
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Adult Literature. Additionally, she regularly teaches course electives for the JSU Honor’s
Program. Each semester, she serves as English Competency Exam Director, overseeing the
administration of the exam, which is given in October, February, and June of the year. During
the summer, she also serves as a Gamecock Orientation Specialist, assisting with the advisement
and registration of incoming freshmen students. She is an advisor to the Sigma Tau Delta English
Honor’s Society. She currently resides in Rainbow City, Alabama.

English Department Foundation
We appreciate the following alumni, friends, and department members who have generously
donated over the last year. Your donations help support our many valuable programs.
Joyce S. Alford

Dorothy Blake

Jennifer Breedwell Cofield

Bill Crew

James and Karen Dalton

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Felgar

Freda Finley

Virginia Harper

Linda McCoy Mattox

Linda Wood Maurer

Lee Rash

Cathy Rentschler

Emily G. Roberts

Tanya Trammell Sasser

Charlotte Mock Sieber

Rebecca Ann Simmons

Christina Annette Tye

James E. Wade

Tax deductible donations to the English Department Foundation may be made through the JSU
Foundation by directing mail to the JSU Foundation, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, AL
36265. Please indicate that the donation is for the English Department Foundation and, in the
case of memorial gifts, also signify the name of the honoree.

Donations can be made online by clicking on “Make a Gift” at the following
link: http://www.jsu.edu/foundation/index.html.
Thank You.
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Student Sampler
The following poems and excerpts of prose are from the winning works from the Writers Bowl
and the Imagining the Holocaust competitions sponsored through the English Department. For
more information on these contests, please go to http://www.jsu.edu/english/service.html.

1st place winner in prose, team Rhyme Scream from Ohatchee High School- courtesy of Randy Davis

Team Rhyme Scream from Ohatchee High School: “Trick-or-Treaters Traumatized”
by Jack Napier
1st place in the Writers Bowl Prose Competition
All was not sweet on Halloween night when
a bat-themed vigilante and a devoted father
dressed as Count Dracula clashed on the
streets of Gotham City. Parents and kids
alike fled the shocking scene as the
infamous Batman attempted to drive a
crucifix into Dracula’s heart.

until a concerned citizen called in the bat
signal because of a supposed “monster
sighting.” The figure in question was
described as a tall, pale male with black hair,
pointy teeth, and a blood-stained shirt. He
was accompanied by a young child dressed
as a hot dog. The good Samaritan claimed
to have witnessed a neighbor crumpling to
the ground after a visit from the pair.

The theatrics began just after dark when
trick-or-treaters began to prowl the streets
for candy. The night was going smoothly
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Once Gotham’s caped crusader answered
the call, the battle was on. Without
hesitation, Batman began to assault the
alleged offender in the middle of the street.
Batman seemed to be under the assumption
that he was fighting an actual vampire. The
man dodged the blows with lightning-fast
agility while Batman berated him with slurs
such as “leech” and “bloodsucker.” Upon
realizing that his efforts were futile, he

grabbed a decorative crucifix from a nearby
lawn and began bludgeoning him.
Just as police arrived on scene, the Dark
Knight thrust the Halloween ornament into
his chest. Police watched in horror as the
“vampire” writhed on the ground and
screeched in agony as he imploded into a
pile of dust before their very eyes. Now the
question remains: vampires—fact or
fiction?

Team Gatsby’s Old Sports from Scottsboro High School: “Ode to October 31st”
1st place in the Writers Bowl Poetry Competition
As the night robs the sky of all its evening
bliss,
Thick piles of murdered timber prepare
for death.
Gasoline adorns their skin with a goodbye
kiss.
They whisper farewell as they gasp for
breath.
Flames excite the sky, leaving a golden hue,
An image of a paintbrush dipped unpure,
A ballet of smoke readying for the recital to
come.
Time ticks on as the flares grow hints of
blue.
The fire works in sync as it is time to lure.
Soon approaches an unlucky sum.

Cheerful faces take their place around the
heat,
Telling tales of what the month has done.
Children huddle planning a trick or treat.
Times like this only happen when night
has begun.
Sweet, innocent smiles stab marshmallows
with sticks,
And as revenge, the smores mask their
face.
Parents are worn from carrying goblins
around,
But soon sleep comes to rescue as lights
flick.
The night begins to vanish without a trace.
Halloween ends without a sound.

Imagining the Holocaust 1st place high school entry: excerpt from “The Depth of the Sky”
by Skylar Ledbetter from Arab High School
I never knew how far the sky went.
I never knew the reach of the stars or the dreams they created.
A whirlwind of thoughts, hopes, and terrors twisted together to form galaxies above my poor
decaying body.
And with each asteroid hurled at me by my captors, I could feel the holes in my humanity
growing into craters.
Craters of this sort were not that of the moon, but of trenches in my soul that revealed many
hideous truths.
My love for God ran away deep into the darkness, into any crevice that it could find in that
deepening trench. No light could penetrate the shadows overwhelming my soul.
[…]
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I never knew how far the sky went.
I never knew the desires of my heart or the pain of my hunger.
A storm of emotions, negativity, and blood bonded together to form snow above my thinning
body.
And with each life lost in the fires, I could feel the snow getting deeper all around me.
Snow of this sort was not that of a flurry, but of an avalanche that that held the identities of Jews
from many generations.
My innocence was murdered underneath this “snow,” under the layers of ash that burned my
poor, airtight lungs, and no wind would ever help blow away the paint that surrounded me.
The death, burning, and despair was a nightmare.
A nightmare far worse than those of my forsaken childhood.
I couldn’t wake up.
And even though I worked to live, I was never really living.
Imagining the Holocaust 1st place middle school poetry entry: “At Death’s Door”
by Peyton Preston from the Beverlye Magnet School in Dothan
When I first arrived,
The smell of rot filled the hot, muggy air.
Smoke filled the blue skies.
Turning them a dark, dark gray.
Mothers, children, the elderly, even whole
families,
Are sent to the door to nothing.
I was one of those children.
As we walked single file to the door,
I finally learned what it was.
When we arrived,
It was a dark, cold, concrete room.

One hundred of us were piled in like cattle.
After the doors shut,
We were left in nothingness.
Then the gas began to fill the air.
Our lungs began to burn as we were slowly
being poisoned.
One after the other we fell,
Soon the floor was covered in dead bodies.
I began to realize this was my final breath,
As I fell to the ground, I slipped into the
deep dark nothingness
That was calling my name.

Imagining the Holocaust 1st place middle school prose entry: excerpt from “The Monsters”
by Amara Menefee from the Beverlye Magnet School in Dothan
It was a grotesque scene. The foul stench of
burning flesh lingered in the air. Ear
splitting cries could shatter eardrums from
miles away A poison that leaked from the
chambers plagued the air. Fatigued life
forms of all sizes could be seen. Dust and
dirt flew in the air causing an array of dingy
clouds to form. I watched the display of
mass chaos unfold before me. My mouth
tasted like sand. My eyes stung as I blinked
away salty tears. My empty stomach was

digesting itself. I could feel the hatred of an
entire nation covering my aching body. Why,
I thought to myself for it hurt even to speak;
why must it end like this? All the good
laughs, the smiles, and the fun times are
nothing more than a distant echo of what
used to be. Now in place of those lovely
sounds is silence. My thoughts of the past
were abruptly broken by a vision of a fuzzy
black spots. My body felt numb. My legs
felt weak. Then, everything went black.

34

Postscripts, the English Department Alumni Newsletter, is an online
publication, available at http://www.jsu.edu/english/postscripts.html.
Please look for the annual edition of Postscripts online.
If you would like a print copy of the newsletter, please contact Susan
Hurst in the English Department (256-782-5411 or hurst@jsu.edu).

Editor- April Mattox admattox@jsu.edu
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