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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



    Contact:  Communication
February 25, 2008






          (334) 242-9950
More Schools Will Participate in AMSTI Statewide
The Alabama Department of Education has announced that 219 new schools have been selected to participate in the Alabama Math, Science, and Technology Initiative (AMSTI) in summer 2008. These schools will join with 364 other previously trained schools as being named official AMSTI Schools, including 168 schools that were accepted last year and will return for a second year of training.

AMSTI is the Alabama Department of Education’s initiative to improve math and science teaching statewide.  It is delivered regionally through partnerships with local universities that house and staff the local AMSTI site. Launched as a pilot program in 2002, it was designed by the Alabama Department of Education using a blue ribbon committee of business leaders, K-12 educators, and university representatives.

Schools must apply to become official AMSTI schools. Teachers of math and science at the school must agree to attend two weeks of training at the Summer Institute for two consecutive summers. In return, they are provided, without cost, all of the math and science equipment and materials needed for hands-on activities in their classrooms. In addition, the AMSTI site provides follow-up training and support to the teachers in their classrooms as they implement the new teaching methods learned at the Summer Institute.

During the Summer Institutes, teachers learn activities and strategies to teach the content mandated by Alabama state standards for the grade that they teach. AMSTI Summer Institutes also help deepen the content knowledge of teachers. The program has been so successful that many universities now offer math and science credit to participants.

Governor Bob Riley and the Alabama legislature provided strong support for AMSTI with a statewide appropriation of $35.5 million for Fiscal Year 2008. 

“The best jobs of tomorrow will require a strong foundation in math and science,” said Riley. “That’s why we must continue to make the Alabama Math, Science, and Technology Initiative a top funding priority.”

Governor Riley has recommended $45 million dollars in his budget for Fiscal Year 2009.  With the addition of the 219 new schools this summer, 40 percent of all schools in the state are participating in AMSTI.


- continued -
AMSTI emphasizes hands-on learning of math and science. For instance, many seventh grade science teachers will discover how their students can extract DNA as they learn about genetics. This and several other activities were developed in cooperation with the new HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology in Huntsville to help Alabama’s students better understand the complexities and applications of biotechnology in their everyday lives.


Instead of just talking about weather, elementary and middle school students use hygrometers to measure relative humidity, recording digital thermometers to monitor the daily high and low temperatures, and barometers to keep track of barometric pressure.  Elementary students daily observe clouds to determine type and percentage coverage for their area. This information is entered into a computer database that allows the students to compare their data to other schools across Alabama and the globe and to create their own forecasts. 

In math, students use various manipulatives, including cubes, pattern blocks, geo-boards, and area tiles to visualize difficult mathematical concepts.  In addition, technology is interwoven throughout instruction. Graphing calculators are used frequently in middle school and high school mathematics. Students are engaged by applying math to real-life problems. For instance, in one unit students operate a cookie store, making all of the calculations needed to effectively produce a profit. These are just a few of the hundreds of activities that teachers will learn to perform with their students at the Summer Institutes.

AMSTI’s success is seen in both the hard numbers that show students in AMSTI Schools making tremendous gains in math, science, and reading and from the support and praise the program receives from teachers, students, and administrators. In every case, on every standardized test, AMSTI Schools outperform non-AMSTI Schools. AMSTI is now being recognized as a national model for improving math and science education. It is the focus of an unprecedented study being conducted with funding from the United States Department of Education.

A list of schools participating in AMSTI can be found at www.amsti.org   
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