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Favor abl e Nati onal
Envi ronnment of Aneri can
Denocracy Has Di sappeared

Editor’s Note: This is the third article in an eight-part series on Anerican Denocracy
witten by JSU Prof. den Browder in conjunction with his public lecture series, “Is
Arerica Dying?” Today's colum highlights a portion of |ecture nunber three, which is
schedul ed for Wednesday, Septenber 29 in Room 101 Merrill Bldg., entitled "Political
Observati on Nunmber One: The Favorabl e National Environnent of American Denocracy Has
Di sappeared.”

By Dr. den Browder
Jacksonville State University

In the preceding lecture, | laid the theoretic foundation -- systens
anal ysis for nmy "dying" proposition. Over the next few lectures, | wll
present four central political observations (based on ny own direct
exam nation and assessnents by ot hers) about the "why" and "how' of
dysfunctioni ng America.

My thesis of American denocracy begins with the truismthat a political
regime reflects, to a great extent, the environnent within which it
operates. More pertinent to our discussion, American denocracy--as we
have known it for nobst or our national history--has reflected the
favorabl e conditions under which our country was founded and devel oped;
and the erosion of these conditions in recent decades hel ps explain our
systenm ¢ degenerati on.

It is indisputable that American denocracy was established and
prospered in a setting of propitiousness unknown to any previous
society. Their course was tough, but early Americans encountered a
world of unlimted resources; nost inmportantly, they had roomto
breathe, to grow, to experinment, to exercise freedom individualism
and i ndependence.

As that natural environnment waned, Anerica turned to a politica
environnent, toward public authority, to protect and continue the
benefits of its progressive experinent. Anericans noved from declining
geographic conditions to a propitious public forum The depl eted

wi | derness gave to a governnmental cornucopia of progressive

devel opnent.

(More)



Thus we m ght say that we have experienced two tinely "frontiers”
central to our Great Experinment--the original existence of an open
natural environnent and the subsequent popul ar expansi on of public
authority. These natural and political frontiers--working together as a
conti nuous, favorable national environnent--began and sustained a
"denocratic boont throughout our national history.

Over tine, however, this "denocratic boont has busted. The favorable
nati onal environnment of Anerican denocracy has di sappeared; and, partly
as a result, broad, sweeping, unsettling devel opnents are buffeting our
country and denocratic process.

Dr. Glen Browder is Professor and Eminent Scholar in American Democracy at Jacksonville State University. For
information about his free public lectures, call 256-782-5828.



