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INTRODUCTION 
Administrative law is the body of law created by administrative agencies in the form of rules, 
regulations, procedures, orders, and decisions.  Administrative agencies (Federal, state, or 
municipal) perform regulatory functions such as licensing, rulemaking, and enforcing.  The basic 
procedural standards for federal agencies are set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act (5 USC 
§551 et seq.)  Most states also have administrative procedure acts. Through delegation, agencies 
are given the power to make policy (rulemaking) and to apply policies in individual cases 
(adjudication). Most print sources (such as books, periodicals) related to administrative law are 
located on 4th floor & 10th floor in Houston Cole Library.  Electronic sources (such as databases) can 
be accessed via computer stations on each floor. 
 
PRINT SOURCES 
Books are important sources of basic information on a topic, providing necessary definitions, 
background information, and historical information. Books provide a foundation for research which 
can be supplemented by more current information from periodical articles. Books may also contain 
useful bibliographies which may lead to additional sources of research. When looking for books, 
consult the Library of Congress Subject Headings to select the proper term(s) to use as subjects 
under “Find Books (Library Catalog: http://library.jsu.edu/)”. The following table shows administrative 
law and procedure in the Library of Congress System: 
 
KF5401-
5402 

Administrative Law/General KF5406-
5407 

The Administrative Process 

KF5411 Legislative 
Functions/Rulemaking 
Power/Regulations 

KF5414 Admission of Attorneys and 
Rules of Practice 

KF5415 Citizen Participation KF5416-
5417 

Judicial Functions 
/Procedure/ administrative 
tribunals 

KF5421 Hearing Examiners KF5422 Administrative agency 
investigations/Governmental 
investigations 

KF5423 Abuse of administrative power KF5425 Judicial Reviews 
KFA Alabama Law   
 
Other subject headings can be: Administrative law United States, Administrative law United States 
Cases, Administrative law United States Legal research and etc. Some related books are: 
Public Law and Public Administration (Call Number:  KF 5402 .C63 2007) 
The Legal Foundations of Public Administration (Call Number KF 5402 .B37 2005) 
Public Administration and Law (Call Number: KF 5402 .P83 2005) 
Administrative Law in the Political System (Call Number:  KF 5402 .W37 2004) 
Administrative Law for Public Managers (Call Number:  KF 5402 .R669 2003) 
Understanding Administrative Law (Call Number: KF 5402 .F68 2000) 
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JSU students can also use ALLIES (Alabama Libraries Exchange Services, http://library.jsu.edu/cgi-
bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?PAGE=dbPage) to borrow circulating books from UAB Sterne Library, University 
of Alabama, Auburn University, Auburn University at Montgomery, either on-site with the student ID 
or by requesting the items through the library catalog.  
 
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES  
Current print issues of periodicals to which the Library subscribes can be found at the Current 
Periodical Section on 10th floor.  Older print issues of magazines and journals, usually bound into 
complete years or volume numbers, are located in the 4th /10th floor Bound Periodical Section.  You 
can also use Library subscribed electronic databases (http://www.jsu.edu/library/resources/) to 
identify articles on particular topics in magazines, journals, and newspapers.  The following are 
commonly used databases for administrative law:  
 
Database Title Description Full 

Text? 
Academic Search Premier Journal articles in all subject areas. Yes 
America: History and Life Historical coverage of the United States and Canada from 

prehistory to the present. 
No 

CQ Researcher Social sciences, economics, and political science. Yes 
Expanded Academic ASAP Scholarly journals, news magazines, and newspapers Yes 
GPO Access U.S. Congressional and government publications. Yes 
LegalTrac Articles in all major law reviews, law journals, specialty 

law and bar association journals and legal newspapers. 
Yes 

ProQuest Databases U.S. and international news sources. Yes 
Campus Research (Westlaw) Federal and state statutes, administrative codes, cases, 

encyclopedias, law reviews 
Yes 

Omini File Full text articles, page images, article abstracts, and 
citations from over 4,000 journals. 

Yes 

 
OTHER SOURCES 
The United States Code (Call Number: REF KF 62): Published every six years, updated annually 
with hardbound supplement.  The essence of administrative law is to be found primarily in 
government documents.  First and foremost of these is the compilation of federal statutes, the United 
States Code (U.S.C.) and its various sources of legislative history such as committee reports. 
The Federal Register (Call Number: REF KF70.A2): Agencies announce proposed and final rules 
and various other information on their day-to-day functioning in the Federal Register published five 
days each week. 
 
The Code of Federal Regulations (Call Number: REF KF70.A3): Publishes annually and contains the 
agency’s current rules in force. 
 
Federal Legislative History is the record of legislative activity by Congress during the drafting and 
passage of a bill into public law. It is used by courts for evidence of Congressional purpose or intent 
when the language of a statute is unclear. In most cases these documents are bills, hearings, 
committee reports, committee prints, floor debates and presidential signing statements. Thomas 
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(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/congress/index.html):  provides very detailed legislative history 
information. 
 
Agency Decisions: Most federal agencies publish some kind of official reporter that includes the 
reports of agency adjudications.  These compilations look much like court reporters and carry titles 
such as “I.C.C. Reports”, “FCC 2d” and the like. 
 
Other Agency Publications: Documents such as internal agency newsletters, annual reports, and 
statistical summaries are useful in developing a comprehensive understanding of the entire agency.  
The Government Printing Office publishes a Monthly Catalog of United States Government 
Publications (Call Number: REF Z1223. A131) that lists many of these documents.  A collection of 
federal agency web sites can be accessed at: http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/fedgov.html 
 
Presidential Documents: Executive orders and presidential proclamations along with reorganization 
plans and executive agreements should be closely analyzed.  These documents may be found in the 
Federal Register, but more likely are to be found in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents (Call Number: J80. A284). 
  
Opinions of Attorney General often provides interpretations of treaties, statues, presidential 
documents and other official materials as well as to advice on other matters of agency functioning.  
Most opinions are published in a compilation called the Official Opinions of the Attorneys General of 
the United States (E12.L5 LAC) or accessed at http://www.doj.state.mt.us/resources/opinions.asp for 
latest information. 
 
Unofficial Commercial Services (Private Published Service) such as Bureau of National Affairs and 
commerce Clearing House are gold mines of information on the agencies, containing a wide range of 
documents and information from proposed and final rules, to adjudications, to agency gossip. 
 
Additional information on administrative law in general and on specific agencies may be found in the 
casebooks, treaties, or law journals. 
 
Alabama Administrative Procedure Act (Ala. Code §§ 41-22-1 to 41-2-27) 
 
Alabama Administrative Code (Call Number: REF KFA 35 1984.A23 1984) 
 
American Bar Association Administrative Procedure Database 
(http://www.law.fsu.edu/library/admin/): facilitates the exchange of information about federal and state 
administrative law among legislators, lawyers, hearing officers, judges, and citizens. This site 
contains links to federal and state Administrative Procedure Acts (APA), reform proposals, and 
organizational and other resources.  

Regulatory Information Service Center (http://www.reginfo.gov/): provides "information to the 
President, Congress, agency officials, and the general public to help them better understand and 
manage the regulatory process." It contains the semiannual Unified Agenda of Federal Regulatory 
and Deregulatory Actions, related documents, and links to relevant websites.  
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National Archives and Records Administration offers a tutorial on the Federal Register, 
(http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/tutorial/about_tutorial.html): and other information about the 
Federal Register, the Code of Federal Regulations, and the U.S. Government Manual. 


