
The bell shown here in front of Bibb Graves Hall is probably the oldest artifact of the university. Cast in 
1858 in a foundry in Troy, New York, it traveled by way of the Coosa River to the first home o f  Jacksonville 
State University. Former students and teachers remember the location of the bell in the tower o f  the old 
Calhoun Building and later on a stand near the entrance of that building when it was remodeled and renamed 
Hames Hall in 1908. Centennial plans included restoring the bell and placing historical markers where it now 
stands. 
















