CHAPTER NINE

One Hundred Years and Growing 1981-

President Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., changed
offices in Bibb Graves Hall on July 1, 1981.
Although his thirty-one years at Jacksonville State
University — the last eleven as vice president for
academic affairs — brought with them many promo-
tions, this move was, nevertheless, momentous.

As had eight other presidents before him, this
president faced challenges, traditional issues as well
as the more diversified needs of students in meeting
the changing job market and economic uncertain-
ties. Realizing the leadership he would have to pro-
vide, President Montgomery settled into his chair
and faced the critical problems of the 1980s.

Upon the recommendation of the Council of
Deans, James Reaves was appointed acting vice
president for academic affairs. Dean of the College
of Graduate Studies since 1967, this Jacksonville
alumnus holds a master's degree in school ad-
ministration and a doctorate from the University of
Alabama. His appointment, effective July 1, 1981,
was confirmed at the annual meeting of the board of
trustees on October 19, 1981. In March of 1982,
Roland A. Thornburg, Ed.D., University of
Alabama, was appointed interim dean of the College
of Graduate Studies.

The remodeling of the president’s home on the
campus required several months; changes included a
new driveway and a portico. The use of the Classic
Revival design in the columns makes this lovely
residence a future landmark in keeping with the
nineteenth century mansions of Jacksonville.

President Montgomery and staff members began
to explore the possibilities of expanding the role of
Jacksonville State University in cooperation with
business and industry in Northeast Alabama,
especially in the area of computer science. Com-
puters for academic instruction were installed on
the third floor of Bibb Graves Hall, to provide one of
the foremost computer science programs in
Alabama. The center has twenty-five video consoles
and two line printers, and another printer and twen-
ty additional video consoles will be added.

Ronald White, associate professor of engineering
and computer science, and a faculty member since
1978, has been appointed interim coordinator of the
academic computer program.
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Under review by the Alabama Commission on
Higher Education was the proposal of Jacksonville
State University for an applied technology pro-
gram,

““This unique program will provide opportunities
to a population not previously served,’’ said James
A. Reaves, vice-president for academic affairs.

This new degree in occupational technology will
prepare graduates for jobs in management, supervi-
sion, sales, retailing, and related positions, and with
additional credentials, will qualify them to teach.

The degree will open the door to many highly in-
telligent individuals with technical backgrounds

~and will provide them with the opportunity to com-

plete a college degree. Twelve credit hours will be of-
fered to occupational technology students in
January 1983.

After twenty-five years, Dean Greene Y. Taylor
retired on June 30, 1981. Appointed to succeed him
as dean of the College of Education was Robert
Charles Hymer, holding a B.A. degree from Rock-
hurst college, an M.A. from the University of
Missouri, Kansas City, and an Ed.D. from the
University of Northern Colorado.

Following the five-year Advanced Institutional
Development Program, a $400,000 grant from the
U.S. Department of Education was received in the
summer of 1981 for strengthening development and
instructional programs. A self-study was under way
with the dual purpose of reviewing accreditation
standards and identifying other pertinent issues of
the new decade.

In the history of Jacksonville State University,
1981-82 was the most productive athletic year.

The university recently received the prestigious
“All Sports’’ award, which singles out the outstand-
ing program in the Gulf South Conference.

Athletic Director Jerry Cole has announced that
individual honors for men and women for the year
include one national champion, five All-Americans,
twenty-three All-Conference recipients and four
selected to academic All-Conference teams. The
Alabama sportswriters named Ed Lett as the
Outstanding Amateur Athlete in Alabama, and
Dieter Brock, an alumnus, as the professional
honoree. Football Coach Jim Fuller received the



Dr. and Mrs. Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., are shown with their family.
Standing are Katherine Anne “Kam' and Theron E. “Tem" Montgomery III.
In May 1982, Kam Montgomery was graduated from Converse College with
majors in psychology and sociolcgy. Tem Montgomery completed his doc-

torate in creative writing at the University of Southern Mississippi also in
May 1982.

182











































