CHAPTER EIGHT

The Decade of the Seventies From 1971 to 1981

The new president was no stranger when he came
to the top post at Jacksonville State University on
January 1, 1971. Serving as state superintendent of
education for four years had given Ernest Stone an
opportunity to view school programs and problems
at all levels. The public schools had been in the in-
tegration process, and as superintendent, he had
served as a member of the board of trustees at
Jacksonville since the school had become a universi-

ty. His affiliation with JSU had begun in 1946. He

had been on leave to serve as superintendent of
education, and could have returned as superinten-
dent of the city laboratory schools. Kitty Stone was
principal of the elementary laboratory school, and
their home was in Jacksonville,

The sixties had been characterized by changes in
student behavior and interests in college, and the
new administration was to face some of these dif-
ferences.

The first change came in January, with the ap-
pointment of Charles C. Rowe as business manager.
Miriam Haywood had been serving as acting
business manager since the death of Solon Glover in
November 1970, and she remained as assistant
business manager, later becoming director of per-
sonnel services.

Rowe, a native of Boaz, Alabama, left the position

of assistant budget officer in the State Finance .

Department in Montgomery to come to Jackson-
ville. Following his graduation from Auburn Univer-
sity in 1957, Rowe had served in the U. S. Army un-
til 1960.

In February, students, through the SGA, asked
for changes in curfew hours for women. President
Stone met with the Dean of Women and other ad-
ministrative officials, and the rules were relaxed.
Freshman and sophomore women’s curfew hours
were changed from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday, and from 12:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. on
the weekend. Senior women over twenty-one years
of age or with written permission from parents were
allowed a key to the dormitory.

President Stone said, *‘It is understood that these
regulations may have to be altered where students
are failing in their academic work. Qur main concern
is quality living and quality learning.”
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Although this action gave the students reason to
feel their case had been heard, the new rules were
not easy to implement, and the president heard from
concerned parents who opposed the changes. When
keys were lost, the cost of changing the locks was
passed on to the students involved. This action fail-
ed to solve the problem, and then combination locks
were installed. Today, security officers, as well as
assistant directors, are on duty in the women's dor-
mitories. )

Adding to the dilemma was the situation in the
men’s dormitories. They had no curfew, and the
women students complained about unequal treat-
ment.

Basil Penny wrote an article in the ANNISTON
STAR about the new Student Government Associa-
tion president, Kwang Nam Edeker from Korea,
saying that this completed another chapter in
Edeker’s Americanization. Edeker came to America
at fourteen in 1963 and was naturalized in 1968. The
article included Edeker’s remarks, ‘I became an
American when I accepted its way of life and began
to love it as my country.’’ Edeker was in Advanced
ROTC and became a second lieutenant in the United
States Army.

Les Coleman of Mobile, Fred Asbell of Birm-
ingham, and Phyllis Clark of Decatur were in charge
of the 1971 Student Conference on American
Government for high school students. William A.
Rusher, publisher of NATIONAL REVIEW, was one of
the speakers, as well as Pat Paulsen, comedian, and
the Rev. David J. Williams, rector of St. Michael
and All Angels Episcopal Church in Anniston.

Claudette Smith, a senior majoring in biology and
physical education, won the national Alpha Xi Delta
award that year for campus and community service.
Ceil Jenkins from Birmingham, who was majoring
in physical education, became Miss Alabama 1971
in the annual pageant sponsored by the BIRM-
INGHAM NEWS.

Administrative changes this year included Jack
Hopper’s appointment as administrative assistant
to the president, in addition to his duties in public
relations, Charley Pell became athletic director and
was also head football coach. Clarkie Mayfield
became assistant football coach, and Jacksonville




The Stone family. Front row: President Ernest Stone, Kitty Stone holding grandson, Jeffrey, and Sandra
M. Stone. Bill Stone is shown in the center of the back row with daughter, Staci, and son, Steven.
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