
CHAPTER SEVEN 

Early Years of Jacksonville State University 
From 1966 to 1971 

After the name change to Jacksonville State 
University had been passed by both the Alabama 
Legislature and the State Board of Education, the 
school remained under Board supervision until the 
trustees for the university were appointed. 
Members of the State Board of Education at  that 
time were Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, president, 
Montgomery; Superintendent Ernest Stone, secre- 
tary and executive officer, Montgomery; Dr. James 
D. Nettles, Arlington; Ed Dannelly, Andalusia; 
Mrs. Carl Strang, Eufaula; Fred L. Merrill, An- 
niston; Victor P. Poole, Moundville; the Rev. Harold 
C. Martin, Birmingham; William M. Beck, Fort 
Payne; W. C. Davis, Fayette; and Cecil Word, 
Scott sboro . 

The first diploma bearing the Jacksonville State 
University imprint was presented by President Cole 
to Susan Carter of Sharpsburg, Georgia, at the 
graduation exercises on January 20, 1967. More 
than 100 new freshmen had enrolled in the spring 
semester, and included among these first freshmen 
of the university were John Schooner and Cherry 
Worden of Huntsville and Janice Wilder of Birm- 
ingham. 

These average costs per student per, semester 
were listed in the 1967-68 bulletin. 

Total basic fees (seven or more hours) 
Room and board per semester 

$130.00 

(non-airconditioned) 260.75 
$390.75 

Less than seven hours, $15 per hour, undergraduate 
and graduate; out-of-state fee $75. 

President Dau ette’s philosophy had included in- 
spiring the stu % ents to strive for excellence in 
achievement, to equate mind and body, and to grow 
in knowledge and character. 

President Cole’s philosophy and objectives enlarg- 
ed on the same ideas. The following excerpt was 
written by President Cole for the school bulletin. 

Our Philosophy 
This institution aims at  excellence by promoting in 

its students a balance between facts and thought, 
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between work and play, and between knowledge and 
character. I t  would equate life with beauty, achieve- 
ment with happiness, and civic action with 
freedom’s demands. 

Our Objectives 
1. To convey facts as a basis for thought. 
2. To cultivate the will to work and the ability to 

relax. 
3. To add to the range of knowledge within the 

framework of personal integrity. 
4. To view life as an avenue leading to a world of 

beauty, both near and far. 
5. To instill the principle that happiness is a prod- 

uct of achievement. 
6. To develop civic intelligence and a desire to per- 

form the duties of citizenship in keeping with 
local, national, and world demands. 

Early in the 1966-67 term, the first year of the 
university, the students held a contest to select a 
new name for the COLLEGIAN, then edited by David 
Cory, and the name CHANTICLEER was selected. 

Part-time jobs for students accelerated under the 
Work-Study Program. More than four hundred 
students earned $1.25 an hour for a maximum of fif- 
teen hours a week. More than forty percent of the 
students worked outside of classes. 

At the alumni breakfast held in March at the Tut- 
wiler Hotel in Birmingham, Julia Snead of Centre 
presided. Other officers were Roy Gibson of Pel1 Ci- 
ty, first vice president; Ceburn Hulgan of Crossville, 
second vice president; and Solon Glover of Jackson- 
ville, secretary-treasurer, 

In April, Terry Fain of Jacksonville received a 
fellowship for graduate study in mathematics at  
Vanderbilt and was selected for WHO’S WHO I N  
AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. Another 
senior, Harold Hodges, received a National Defense 
graduate fellowship to study Chinese philosophy at  
the University of Iowa. 

Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, Alabama’s first 
woman governor, spoke at  the May 27, 1967, 
graduation exercises. Two hundred and eight 
seniors received diplomas. 



Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, Alabama's first woman governor, spoke at the 
graduation exercises on May 27, 1967. Two hundred and eight seniors received 
diplomas. 
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