CHAPTER SIX

Jacksonville State College From 1957 to 1966

The change in the school name was no doubt due
in part to popular demand among the students. An
editorial in the JACKSONVILLE NEWS during July of
1957 pointed out that students, faculty, and staff
had for some time been using the shortened name,
and commented further:

Statistics show that 187 teachers’ colleges in the
U. S. have dropped the word “teachers.” Interviews
with several of the presidents of colleges which have
changed reveal that the change has been a help
rather than a hindrance. The enrollment has increas-
ed in every instance.

Dropping the word ‘“‘teachers’ would not mean
that less emphasis would be placed upon teacher
training, but it would mean that the public would
become more conscious of the fact that these col-
leges are not primarily teachers’ colleges—that is
only one phase of the curriculum. In fact, eight
degrees are being offered at Jacksonville now.

With new teachers arriving from various sections
of the country to meet the increasing enrollment,
the existing faculty wished to welcome and get ac-
quainted with their new colleagues. In the 1957-58
school year, the Faculty Club was organized with
Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., as the first president.
The club would have a dinner and dance once a year,
sometimes at Fort McClellan. The group met in the
Faculty Club, which was later removed to make way
for the office of the superintendent of the laboratory
schools, now lgocated .on this site. The first Interna-
tional House on Trustee Circle then became the
Faculty Club. Meetings were also held in Mason
Hall and other places on the campus. The club and
the Alumni Association furnished the house and
also provided china and silver to serve large groups.
Mary Lowrey, head of home economics, served
many dinners and barbecues for this faculty
organization.

Following Montgomery, other presidents were E.
Thomas Malone, Lawrence Hicks, Mrs. Reuben Self,
Mrs. James H. Mozley 111, Mrs. J. R. Wilson, W. J.
Calvert, Jr., Louise R. Clark, John R. Stewart, Mrs.
J. C. Hollis, Harry Rose, and Charles Johnson, who
in 1969-70 was the last president of the Faculty
Club. Revival of the club has been discussed in re-
cent months.

The JACKSONVILLE NEWS of September 4, 1957,
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summarized President Cole’s fifteen years at the col-
lege. In addition to the new degrees and the in-
troduction of graduate work, the physical plant had
increased in value by $15 million. Enrollment
in the fall of 1957 was at a high peak; the 2,374
registered in the fall semester included 664 in the
evening session. In English and foreign languages
there were fifteen teachers, with fourteen in social
science, seventeen in education, eighteen in science,
and twelve in fine arts. This did not include the
ROTC, laboratory schools, or staff.

Jacksonville State College offered a B.S. degree in
education, both elementary and secondary, in
music, business, home economics, and physical
education; a B.S. degree with majors in biology,
business administration, chemistry, mathematics,
medical technology, and secretarial science (non-
teaching); and an A.B. degree, including a major in
music with an academic minor. Pre-professional
training was offered in basic engineering, medicine,
veterinary medicine, pharmacy, law, and
agriculture. The M.S. degree program in education
was attracting many students.

Among the twenty-five replacements and addi-
tions to the faculty that fall was A. B, Hatch, Ph.D.,
Yale, in the foreign language department. Hatch
had also studied in Heidelberg, Germany, and at
San Carlos University, Guatemala. Also new was
Anatol von Spakovsky, Ph.D., University of
Yugoslavia, born in St. Petersburg, Russia, and
speaking five languages, who joined the sociology
department. An imminent parasitologist, Emmett
William Price, D.V.M. and Ph.D., George
Washington University, came to teach science.
Others in this impressive group were Frank Lovrich
in sociology, Carl E. Walker in business administra-
tion, Frances Callan, Arch F. Beckelheimer,
Christine Forrester, and Elinor Massoglia in
English, Esther S. Baab and Albert Singerman in
music, Gordon Mainland, Ph.D., University of
Texas, in science, and B. R. Hennes, Ph.D., Univer-
sity of Texas, and George Whatley in history. )

Bobby Kennamer of Scottsboro moved into the
SGA president’s chair in 1957. Ottis Williamson of
Gadsden became vice president, and Deloris
Haynes, Section, secretary. Since that time, Bob













































