CHAPTER FIVE

Later Years of the Teachers College From 1942 to 1957

On September 7, 1942, after resigning as the
Alabama Director of the Office of Price Administra-
tion, Houston Cole, the new president of Jackson-
ville State Teachers College, came back home to the
scene of the Morgan and Calhoun debates, where he
had begun his college career. Marking a new era for
the college, he now faced the multiple problems and
responsibilities of training young people in wartime.

Governor Frank M. Dixon, president of the State
Board of Education, Superintendent A. H. Collins,
secretary of the board, and other members of that
group had faced the problem of finding the suc-
cessor to President C. W. Daugette. Members of the
board were M. A. Rogers, Mobile; W. D. Barton,
Montgomery; N. D. Denson, Opelika; Harry M.
Ayers, Anniston; Joe Starnes, Guntersville; L. H.
Ellis, Columbiana; Dr. J. S. Wittmeier, Oneonta;
A.H. Carmichael, Tuscumbia; and Donald Comer,
Birmingham.

As the newspapers reported, the mantle had fallen
on the ‘‘young, dynamic, and energetic Houston
Cole.” Houston Cole probably understood the tradi-
tions, problems, and conditions of the Jacksonville
State Teachers College as few other people did, said
the editorials, predicting that the college could
reach great heights under his administration.

The college newspaper TEACOLA announced upon
the opening of the sixtieth session of the State
Teachers College: “JSTC Has Place in War Effort
President Cole New Prexy Leaves OPA Post to
Train Youth for Victory.” The new president was
quoted thus: ‘“This is the first total war in the
history of the world. If we are to triumph in victory,
every aspect of our social and economic order must
be marshaled to strengthen the nation . . .. The
schools must take their place in this crisis. They
must train teachers who in turn will train the youth
of the country to see and appreciate the problems we
are facing.”

The student newspaper also reminded students of
their responsibilities: ‘“‘Going to college is not the
lark it once was, and competition will be keener,
girls. We've got a war to win and it is going to take
the combined effort of all boys and girls, men and
women to do it.” :

The TEACOLA, dated October 21, 1942, carried the
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story of one of President Cole’s ‘‘firsts,”” the election
of the Student Council. The newspaper had previ-
ously stated the election rules, which provided for a
written ballot, and each candidate had a campaign
manager and a platform. Maude Luttrell advised
them and monitored the integrity of the election.

The first Student Government Association presi-
dent was Clay Brittain, a junior from Alexandria
who had to resign as editor of the TEACOLA and
president of the YMCA to accept the position. Other
officers were Henrietta Sharpe, a senior from
Brighton, vice president; Mabel Duran of Gunters-
ville, secretary; and Frances Weaver of Jackson-
ville, treasurer.

Soon after taking office, President Cole joined
with the civic organizations of Jacksonville in spon-
soring a series of war discussions. Representatives
from all groups met with Cole, and plans were made
to invite outstanding speakers at two-week inter-
vals. The meetings were free to the students and the
public and were held at the community recreation
center.

The ‘“Town Meeting for War’’ series continued un-
til 1943 when the forum name was changed to
“Town Meeting for Peace.” Speakers included
Oscar Straus, Jr., John Temple Graves III, Con-
gressman Sam Hobbs, H. G. Dowling, E. B. Norton,
Congressman Joe Starnes, Mrs. H. D. Warner, Col-
onel Harry M. Ayers, Lieutenant Governor L. H.
“Handy”’ Ellis, and Albert Rains, then Etowah
County representative in the Alabama Legislature.

During the war years, the student newspaper
printed letters from the young men in service all
over the world, written to their families, their school
friends, and their professors.

The November 18, 1942, issue of the TEACOLA in-
cluded the following letter:

AIC John R. Stewart

43rd Pilot Squadron

S.A.A.AB.

Santa Ana, California
Dear Dr. Wood:

I have been intending to write to you for several
weeks, but we boys are being kept fairly busy with
our duties, and now that I have a few spare minutes,
1 want to express my gratitude for the assistance






































































































