CHAPTER FOUR

Early Years of the Teachers College From 1929 to 1942

The most significant development of the 1920s
was the change from State Normal School to State
Teachers College in 1929. President C. W. Daugette
wrote in the first State Teachers College bulletin,
June 1929:

By recent act of the State Board of Education, the
two-year normal schools of Alabama have become
four-year state teachers colleges, granting at the
completion of the four-year curriculum, standard B.
S. degrees. The third year of the curriculum will be
added at the beginning of the fall quarter of the pres-
ent year, September 16, 1929, while the fourth year
will be added with some quarter of the 1930 session,
as early as conditions will allow.

The first mention of quality points is included in
this bulletin: ‘‘For each grade of A, three points; for
each B, two points; for each C, one point. Grade A
represents ninety to one hundred per cent; grade B,
eighty to eighty-nine per cent; and Grade C, seventy
to seventy-nine per cent. Grades sixty to sixty-nine
per cent are possible, but they do not earn any quali-
ty points; and before one can graduate, he must earn
as many points as hours required by the course from
which he wants to graduate.”’ Applicable to all of
the teachers colleges in the state, this rule has sur-
vived the passage of time.

Expenses for nine months were estimated at $250
to $300; board in dormitory, $60 per term, tuition,
$20, textbooks, $10 to 815, and diploma fee, $5.
There were 12,000 volumes in the library, now on
the Dewey Decimal System. The faculty and staff
had increased in number to fifty-one persons.

The report of examination by the Alabama
Department of Examiners of Public Accounts for
this period stated:

During the year 1929, the City of Jacksonville
sold all of the city school land and buildings to the
Jacksonville State Teachers College. An agreement
between the City Council and City School Board and
the State Board of Education provided that the
duties of the City School Board were to be perform-
ed by the State Board of Education, these duties, it
appears having been subsequently delegated to the
College.

Property conveyed at this time included the city
school buildings (now the old ROTC building), sur-

rounding property, and the elementary school for
blacks, now used as a day care center. According to
information from local citizens, there was strong
sentiment to keep the city schools in operation;
however, funds and the number of students would
not support two school systems.

In 1928, Reuben Self came to Jacksonville to stay.
He had been teaching in the Normal School in the
summers, and at this time be began teaching in the
regular session and was also made principal of the
junior high school. Then he took over as principal of
the high school and went into college teaching on a
part-time basis. In 1943 he began teaching in the
college alone. In the intervening years, Self had
worked toward a doctor’s degree, receiving an Ed.D.
from New York University in 1943,

Self said in a recent conversation, “The first
significant development after I came here was the
acquisition of the city schools. Governor Bibb
Graves came to Jacksonville, and he and Dr.
Daugette met with Mr. W. I. Greenleaf, Mr. George
P. Ide, and others about the acquisition. They
entered into a deal in which the schools became the
property of the state.”

From 1943 to 1956, Self was a professor of second-
ary education, and in the late forties and early fif-
ties he was also in charge of the Office of Veterans
Affairs. In advising World War II veterans about
their vocational and educational planning, many
less-than-high-school graduates were persuaded to
go to college and to graduate school. He advised one
student to go into social work, although at the time
the position did not pay much salary. That student
is Larry Edwards, who is now a prominent professor
of social work at Louisiana State University and is
married to the daughter of Professor and Mrs. J. M.
Anders, both well known in the history of this
school.

As head of the Office of Veterans Affairs, Self
prevailed upon the Montgomery office to allocate
tuition payments for veterans at Jacksonville.
Previously, only incidental fees were allowed. About
a year later, in a meeting in Montgomery when other
colleges discovered this windfall for Jacksonville, he
recalls, “I was reproved for initiating this practice
without consulting the other colleges. For some














































































