CHAPTER THREE

Later Years of the Normal School From 1899 to 1929

One of the first acts of the youthful President
Clarence William Daugette was to secure a transfer
of the abandoned courthouse building to the state as
property of the Jacksonville Normal School. In 1900
the county seat had been moved to Anniston. The
Iron Queen Hotel had been rented and was used as a
dormitory for the first boarding students. This
building also provided housing facilities for the
president, and a daughter, Kathleen, was born at the
Iron Queen. The following letter was written by
Oscar Myrick at the request of Mrs. C. W. Daugette:

Jacksonville, Alabama
May 18, 1955

In September, 1898, the President of the State
Normal School rode a bicycle to a teachers’ institute
in Etowah County to interest fathers in sending
their children to S.N.S. for an education,

He got one that year. I came to Jacksonville to
enter school on Monday, October 10, 1898. It being
Monday, there was no school that day. I was told
that the holiday was Monday so the students could
prepare lessons on Monday. They would not study
Sunday. They respected the Lord’s Day.

Times were hard then.

My father had no money to send us off to school,
but while he and Mr. Forney, the President of the
school, were walking over the field, Mr. Forney saw
a colt chat he liked very much, so he proposed to buy
this colt and let it apply on my board.

Board was cheap then. We boarded at the Iron
Queen Hotel and paid the exorbitant price of $8.00
per month. Your reaction is, ‘“How could it be
done?' Other things were in proportion. Rice was 5¢
alb., grits 2%2¢ and sorghum was 25¢ a gallon. Side
meat was in the same proportion. So we fared sump-
tiously every day.

There were seven boarding students. Boarding
students were Bird and Henry Broughton, Flavins
Hanna, Jenny Lou and Paul Craft, Mattie Chitwood
{Mrs. Hugh Merrill) and her cousin, Hattie Chit-
wood, and O. B. Myrick. We were all at the Iron
Queen Hotel except the Chitwood girls. They board-
ed with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Porter.

When school was out in May of 1899, the colt was
brought over and kept in the back yard of the hotel.
Mr. Daugette took the colt and named her Belle. I
presume that all his children learned to ride her for
she was gentle and lived to be about twenty-five
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years old. When Ford cars came into use, Belle was
not used as the family horse any more.

Soon after I came to school there were a few
things that impressed me very much.

I came the tenth of October, Kathleen Daugette
was born about two weeks later and Mr. Daugette
was so proud of his first child. She was a beautiful
baby.

Another was a speech by Senator John T.
Morgan. He spoke for two hours in the court house.
He and General Forney were very impressive peo-
ple.

- And another was the court house election. I cast
my first vote to retain the court house here. During
this campaign, Hon. John Knox was speaking for
the removal of the court house. He stopped at the
hotel and asked the clerk, John Swann, for a cigar.
John handed a box over to him to choose one. He
said, "I don’t want a five cent cigar.”’ John Swann,
without cracking a smile, produced another 5¢ box
and said, “Here is another.” He took this and John
said, “That is 25¢." He went on smoking this and
seemed to be pleased.

Teachers were poorly paid.

My impression is that the President of the school
was paid the lucrative salary of $100.00 per month.
Mr. Daugette drew $75.00. The school received
$2,500.00 from the state.

Oscar Myrick

The faculty of 1899-1900 consisted of the presi-
dent and six other teachers. Daugette taught
science and literature, as well as photography;
William J. Beason, English and history; Mary C.
Forney, pedagogics and metaphysics, together with
physical culture and drawing; Lizzie Privett,
mathematics and Latin; Clara S. Lund, preparatory
department and class singing; Emily Goodlett, in-
termediate department; and Nona Tinsley, vocal
and instrumental music.

Physical culture had begun as a private course,
with students paying a small extra fee, but in the
1899-1900 bulletin it was included in the curriculum
at no extra charge.

As noted in the bulletin, physical culture was
“modeled on the Ling-Swedish system, which has
for its chief aim the harmonious development of
body and mind as a unit . . . exercises will be of such
character as can be used in the ordinary school room
































































































