CHAPTER TWO

Early Years of the Normal School From 1883 to 1899

The normal school movement for teacher training
was an important development in the 1880s.

In 1854 William F. Perry, a prominent teacher,
became the first elected state superintendent of
education. Perry stressed normal school develop-

ment for teacher training but received little finan-

cial support. Nevertheless, he tried to produce a pro-
fessional spirit among the teachers and a desire for
improvement, which had been generally lacking.
Teachers received salaries of $20 to $25 a month for
four-month sessions; teaching had not become a pro-
fession. The War Between the States interrupted
the movement, but it was revived during the
Reconstruction period.

Jacksonville State University traces its formal
beginning to the establishment of the State Normal
School. Through the influence of L. W. Grant in the
Senate and J. D. Hammond in the House, the
1882-83 session of the Alabama Legislature provid-
ed for the establishment of the Jacksonville and Liv-
‘ingston State Normal Schools. Governor Edward A.
O’Neal signed the bill on February 22, 1883, and the
first appropriation was $2,5600 for each school — to
be used for no purpose except the payment of
salaries. The Normal School at Florence was
established in 1873 and the one at Troy in 1885.

With the establishment of the State Normal
School, Calhoun College closed, transferring to the
Normal School its books and equipment, twelve
acres of land, and a two-story brick building, sixty-
two by sixty-two feet. Captain William M. Hames,
president of the board of directors of the Normal
School, accepted the deed. Other directors were
John M. Caldwell, L. W. Grant, S. K. McSpadden,
James Crook, H. L. Stevenson, J. D. Hammond, W.
P. Howell, Dr. J. Y. Nisbet, William J. Alexander,
and D. A. Aderholdt.

The Normal School board elected James G. Ryals,
Jr., a University of Virginia graduate, as the first
president. The school opened with three teachers:
W. J. Borden, mathematics; Eliza A. Bowen,
English branches; and Ida J. Woodward, primary
department. As provided in the establishing act, the
Normal School conducted a preparatory or training
school attended by children of the town.
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At the end of the first year, on August 15, 1884,
William M. Hames, president of the board of
trustees of the school, reported to the state
superintendent of education that the roll book show-
ed 247 names and there were twenty-five pupils in
the Normal department proper.

The first annual report to H. J. Armstrong,
superintendent of education, also included the
following financial statement:

Statement
of Receipts and Disbursements of the
State Normal School at Jacksonville, Ala,

Term 1883-84
Receipts
From State of Alabama ............. $2,500.00
County Superintendent of Education . 325.00
Tuition and contingent fees . ... ... 1,630.26
Concerts given to aid school .........96.00
Donation ........................... 200.00
$4,761.25
Disbursements

Amount paid salaries, as follows:

J.G. Ryals, President . . ......... $1,700.00

MissE.A.Bowen................. 950.00

Mrs.IdaJ. Woodward . . ........... 500.00

Prof. W.G.Borden .............. 1,000.00

PaidJanitor ..................... 125.00

Furniture, expenses, etc. ......... . .731.60

$5,006.60

Balance from trustees to furniture

account ........... ... 255.35
$5,006.60

William M. Hames,
President Board Trustees, State Normal School
at Jacksonville, Ala.

The Normal School closed its second annual ses-
sion on the 20th of June, 1885. Trustee Hames
reported to Solomon Palmer, superintendent of
education, that the school had improved over the
previous year: the regular faculty had increased to
five teachers, and of the total attendance of 203,
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Copy of the first available minutes of a meeting of the
Baqard of Dlmctor? of the Normal School, August 16, 1887
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