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Mission 

It is the mission of the Department of Kinesiology to promote wellness and professional growth 

through dynamic programs that embrace leadership opportunities, active learning, innovative 

technology, and research.  

 

 

Contact Personnel 
 

Ms. Gina Mabrey:  Department Chair  

256-782-8059; gmabrey@jsu.edu 

 

Dr. Kory Hill: PE Graduate Program Chair 

256-782-5522; khill@jsu.edu 

 

Dr. Reggie Overton: Sport Management Graduate Program Chair 

256-782-5517; roverton1@jsu.edu  

 

Dr. Jeff Chandler: PE Graduate Advisor (human performance and nutrition concentrations) 

256-782-5515; jchandler@jsu.edu  

 

Main office for the Department of Kinesiology: 256-782-5515 
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mailto:roverton1@jsu.edu
mailto:jchandler@jsu.edu


4 
 

DISCLAIMER  

This handbook is offered as a guide to help you progress through the degree process. All of the 

information regarding application and degree requirements is copied from the most current 

graduate bulletin. A complete copy of the graduate bulletin can be, and should be, obtained 

from the Graduate studies webpage: http://www.jsu.edu/graduate/index.html 

No information presented in this handbook supersedes any information found in the Graduate 

Bulletin. The Graduate Bulletin is the official ñcontractò the university has with the student and 

in the event there is conflicting information between this handbook and the Graduate Bulletin, 

the Graduate Bulletin will be deemed accurate. 

Additionally, the JSU student handbook contains policy information that applies to ALL JSU 

students.  The Student Handbook contains information about many student organizations, 

services available to students, important policies, and procedures frequently referred to by 

students, and the student conduct and judicial regulations. The handbook is designed to help 

students take full advantage of the many and varied opportunities offered by Jacksonville State 

University. It is the responsibility of each student to become familiar with its contents. A copy 

may be found here: http://www.jsu.edu/studentaffairs/handbook.html 

 

 

  

http://www.jsu.edu/graduate/index.html
http://www.jsu.edu/studentaffairs/handbook.html
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Degree Requirements 

(Summary of requirements taken from the Graduate Bulletin) 

¶ The student must be admitted to graduate school by the office of Graduate Studies 

¶ Only courses taken with the last 6 years may be counted towards a degree 

¶ Students must complete the required number of hours specified in the bulletin that was in effect 

at the time of admission or any more recent bulletin. 

¶ Students must complete all the courses listed in the course of study specified in the bulletin that 

was in effect at the time of admission or any more recent bulletin. 

¶ At the time for graduation, students must possess a minimum GPA specified in the bulletin. 

Currently this is 3.0 for masterôs students and 3.25 for educational specialist students. 

¶ Students must earn a ñCò or better on all coursework to be counted towards graduation. 

¶ Students may apply a maximum of two courses with grades of ñCò towards graduation. 

¶ A maximum of 6 to 12 hours may be transferred from other universities. For most of the 

Kinesiology graduate degrees, the maximum is 6-9 hours. 

¶ A comprehensive exam must be completed and passes during the semester of intended 

graduation. 

¶  

 

Transfer credit 

Transfer credit may be earned by submitting a transfer request form either online or through the mail. 

The forms may be obtained on the Graduate Studies webpage and they should be submitted to Graduate 

Studies. 

The amount of hours a student is allowed to transfer is dependent upon the number of hours required for 

graduation: 

Six (6) hours toward a 30 semester hour program  

Nine (9) hours toward a 33 semester hour program  

12 hours toward a 36 or more semester hour program  

Graduate courses with grades of A, B, P, and S may be considered for transfer to JSU. Grades of C or 

below are not eligible for transfer. All graduate courses transferred from another institution must comply 

with the six year time limit. To ñcredit transferò form can be completed and submitted on the web page 

for the Office of Graduate Studies. 
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Academic Load 

6 hours is considered full time for graduate students. 

The maximum load for graduate students is 13 hours for a given semester. In the summer semester, 

while 13 hours is still the maximum load, 6 hours is the maximum load for any single term. 

 

Financial Aid 

The Office of Student Financial Aid offers financial assistance to students through grants, part-

time employment, and low-interest government loans. Scholarship listings are available through 

this office. Contact the financial aid office at: 

Web address: http://www.jsu.edu/finaid/ 

Phone:  256-782-5006 

Email:  finaid@jsu.edu 

 

Information on various scholarships is available on the financial aid webpage. You may be 

eligible for funding.  However, if you are on campus and interested in a graduate assistantship, 

you can get more information in the online application here: 

http://www.jsu.edu/graduate/assistantships/index.html 

  

http://www.jsu.edu/finaid/
mailto:finaid@jsu.edu
http://www.jsu.edu/graduate/assistantships/index.html
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Academic Honesty Policy 
 

Department of Kinesiology  

Cheating  

1. Cheating: 1
st
 Offense - A student who cheats on an examination (or any other graded 

work) will receive a failing grade ("F") in the course. 

2. Cheating: 2
nd

 Offense - A student who cheats on an examination (or any other graded 

work) will be dismissed from the program study and will not be allowed to enroll in any 

other program of study in the College of Education & Professional Studies at 

Jacksonville State University. 

Plagiarism  

1. Plagiarism: 1
st
 Offense - A student who plagiarizes will receive a failing grade ("F") in 

the course. In addition, the student will be required to complete a remedial seminar on 

plagiarism. Failure to do so will result in an automatic 2
nd

 Offense. 

2. Plagiarism: 2
nd

 Offense - A student who plagiarizes a second time will be dismissed 

from the program of study, and will not be allowed to enroll in any other program in the 

College of Education & Professional Studies at Jacksonville State University. 

 

NOTES:  

1. It should be noted the occurrence of cheating or plagiarizing is cumulative, i.e., it carries 

over to any other course taught in the College of Education & Professional Studies.  

2. If a student wishes to appeal at any level of the honesty policy, she/he is to follow the 

College of Education & Professional Studies' grade appeal process. 

3. While it is every studentôs responsibility to understand what plagiarism is and to avoid it 

in all forms, a special note is offered here on ñself -plagiarism.ò  Submitting your own 

work for two different assignments is still considered plagiarism. 
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Registering for courses 

How to register for classes 

Get cleared to register: 

1. Refer to your program of study found in the bulletin and the course offering projection, 

if available, to determine which courses you should take. 

2. Then, look at the schedule to see which courses are being offered. You can see the 

course schedule by logging onto BANNER (my.jsu.edu) or going to the online schedule 

found on the registrar's page: http://www.jsu.edu/registrar/registration.html 

3. Now that you know what you want to take, complete a trial schedule form. These forms 

can be printed, completed, and faxed to your advisor. Forms can also be completed 

electronically and submitted to your advisor via email; this is preferred and likely to get 

a quicker response. A blank trial schedule form can be found in this manual under 

Appendix B or a PDF version can be found here: 

http://www.jsu.edu/registrar/docs/TRIAL_SCHEDULE_.pdf  

4. Your advisor will look over your trial schedule to see if there are any obvious red flags, 

but you are still responsible for ensuring that you follow the course of study. 

Candidates, not advisors, are always ultimately held responsible for meeting the 

requirements set forth in the bulletin. If there are no obvious red flags, he/she will sign 

the form and give it to the departmental secretary who will clear you to register. The 

secretary will only clear you and you must actually register for yourself.  

To register: 

1. Log into http://my.jsu.edu and click on "registration" and follow the prompts.  Here is a 

link to help get you started: http://www.jsu.edu/reginfo.html.  If you try to register and 

you are prompted to enter an alternate PIN, this  indicates you have not yet been cleared 

to register. If the secretary will be unable to clear you in a timely manner, your advisor 

may decide to give you the alternate PIN so you can register immediately.  Normally 

she/he will only do so after you have submitted a completed trial schedule form. 

2. If you are unable to register please note the error message and consult the "trouble 

shooting" section found here: http://www.jsu.edu/reginfo.html. If after that, you still 

cannot resolve the problem, contact your advisor and be sure to alert him/her to any 

error messages you received.  Simply telling your advisor, "it won't let me register" will 

not provide him/her with the information needed to help you ï BE SPECIFIC. 

  

http://www.jsu.edu/registrar/registration.html
http://www.jsu.edu/registrar/docs/TRIAL_SCHEDULE_.pdf
http://my.jsu.edu/
http://www.jsu.edu/reginfo.html
http://www.jsu.edu/reginfo.html
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General Advising Tips 

Masterôs students: 

Core courses are likely to be offered more frequently than those courses not in the core. Thus, 

when you see that a non-core course is being offered you should register for it before registering 

for a core course. 

HPE 578 may not be taken during your first semester in the program.  This ensures you have a 

frame of reference for the course. 

HPE 578 is a prerequisite for HPE 590. 

It is suggested you take HPE 590 one semester prior to graduation. This will  give you adequate 

time to prepare for you defense/comprehensive exam. It is possible to take HPE 590 during your 

last semester and also complete you comprehensive exam defense, but you will need to 

complete your HPE 590 paper earlier in the semester. 

If you are in danger of earning an ñFò grade for the semester, you should drop the course 

whenever possible. Given the programs require only 30 hours, it is extremely difficult to raise a 

GPA back to an acceptable level if an ñFò is on your transcript and almost impossible if more 

than one ñFò is on your transcript. 

The Alabama State Department of Education has established the following changes regarding 

admission and completion of teacher preparation programs:  

 

For all Alternative ïA Programs (Teacher Certification Programs): 

2.50 Overall undergrad GPA required for Admission PRIOR to August 26, 2015. 

2.75 Overall undergrad GPA required for Admission AFTER August 26, 2015.  

(The same GPA levels apply to studentsô Teaching Field and Professional Studies  

Courses) 

3.00 Overall previous Masterôs GPA required for admission AFTER August 26,2015.  

 

For all Class A (Masterôs Level) Teacher Certification Programs: 

3.00 Overall GPA required for COMPLETION before July 1, 2017. 

3.25 Overall GPA required for COMPLETION July 1, 2017, and thereafter. 

 

For all Class AA (EdS Level) Teacher Certification Programs: 

1.25 Overall GPA required for COMPLETION before July 1, 2017. 

3.50 Overall GPA required for COMPLETION July 1, 2017, and thereafter. 
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Educational Specialist Students: 

You should take ED 500 during your first semester if at all possible. 

EFD 615 and 620 should be taken prior to EFD 691.   

EFD 691 must be taken before EFD 692. 

The core courses have traditionally been offered three times a year (Fall, Spring & Summer). 

When selecting your 12 concentration hours, you may choose any course that is 500 level or 

higher and that has the ñHPEò prefix.  If you earned your masterôs degree from JSU, you may 

not repeat a graduate class already taken and no class can be used to simultaneously fulfill 

requirements for both the M.S and Ed.S degrees.  

If you are in danger of earning an ñFò grade for the semester, you should drop the course 

whenever possible. Given the programs require only 33-36 hours, it is extremely difficult to 

raise a GPA back over a 3.25 if an ñFò is on your transcript and almost impossible if more than 

one ñFò is on your transcript. 
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Comprehensive Exams 

Purpose 

The purpose of the comprehensive examination is to allow students to demonstrate in-depth 

knowledge of their subject matter. The exam will require students to demonstrate the ability to 

perform basic literature research and to write on scholarly and professional level.  Students must 

also demonstrate the ability to present and defend findings orally. 

Application 

Students must apply for the comprehensive exam before the start of the second week of classes 

in the final semester (the semester of intended graduation). It is recommended students apply at 

least a month before the beginning of the semester of intended graduation.  The exact 

application deadline dates are listed each year on the webpage for the Office of Graduate 

Studies. The single application serves two purposes: 1) allows the student to apply for the 

comprehensive exam, 2) allows the student to apply for graduation. 

 

The process for masterôs degree students 

A semester prior to graduation or the semester of graduation:  The student should complete 

HPE 590.  Before enrolling in HPE 590 ï Directed Study, the student will identify a graduate 

faculty member willing to oversee the research project. Ideally the student will work with a 

faculty member that is somewhat interested in and knowledgeable about the topic of choice.  

The research project will be completed and a grade will be assigned for HPE 590. A student 

must get a ñCò or better in the course before being allowed to take the comprehensive exam. 

While it is recommended that masterôs student take HPE 590 one semester prior to graduation, 

occasionally circumstances my dictate that a student take HPE 590 during the semester of 

graduation. In such cases, the instructor may set an early completion date for the paper. 

Furthermore, the instructor will not allow the student to defend the paper (i.e. take the 

comprehensive exam) until a grade of ñCò or better is awarded for the class. 

Current graduate faculty and some areas of major interests: 

¶ Dr. Chandlerééééé..strength and conditioning, exercise phys, biomechanics 

¶ Dr. Thornburgéééééleadership, pedagogy, sport sociology/history 

¶ Dr. Hillééééééé..motor learning, promotion of physical activity, T & M 
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The semester of intended graduation:  

1. The student will apply for the comprehensive exam as directed in the text above.  

2. Graduate Studies will process the application and perform a graduation check to ensure the 

student is eligible to take the comprehensive exam. This process normally takes about 4 

weeks to complete. 

3. Graduate Studies will send a list of eligible students to the Kinesiology graduate program 

chair. 

4. The graduate program chair will email all students on the list with specific information about 

times and dates for the oral defense of the research project completed in HPE 590. This oral 

defense is the comprehensive exam. 
5. Students will present and defend papers in person. If it impossible to defend in person, 

students will be allowed to defend online (Bb collaborate, Skype, etcé).  If permission for an 

online defense is granted, the student must coordinate with the Kinesiology graduate chair to 

ensure the online communication software is working on both ends and to arrange a back-up 

plan in the event of technical glitches or internet service outages.  After presentations are 

made, students will take 10-15 minutes to field questions from members of the 

comprehensive exam committee and other audience members. 

6. The committee will evaluate the presentation and assign a pass-fail grade.  If a student fails, 
he/she will have to re-apply the next semester for another attempt. 

The process for educational specialists (Ed.S) students 

A semester or two prior to graduation:  The student must complete EFD 691- Adv. Research in 

Education I.  The course instructor will explain the required Action Research Project which will be 
started. 

The semester of intended graduation:  

1. The student will enroll in EFD 692 Adv. Research in Education II. 

2. The student will apply for comps as indicated above.  

3. Graduate Studies will process the application and perform a graduation check to ensure the 

student is eligible to take the comprehensive exam. This process normally takes about 4 

weeks to complete. 

4. Graduate Studies will send a list of eligible students to the Kinesiology graduate program 

chair. 

5. The Graduate Program Chair will email all the students on the list to alert them that the 

graduation check is complete and that they are ready to take comps. The instructor for EFD 

692 will assign presentation/defense times.  Students may present in person or via webcam 

(Bb collaborate, skype, etcé).  If permission for an online defense is granted, the student 

must coordinate with the Kinesiology graduate chair to ensure that the online 

communication software is working on both ends and to arrange a back-up plan in the event 

of technical glitches or internet service outages.  After presentations are made, students will 

take 10 minutes to field questions from members of the audience.  This presentation and 

defense is the comprehensive exam. The instructor for EFD 692 will evaluate the 

presentation and assign a pass-fail grade.  If a student fails, he/she will have to re-apply the 
next semester for another attempt 



13 
 

Current Programs of Study for Physical Education  

Graduate Degrees. 

(Copied from the 2015-2016 Graduate Bulletin) 

1) Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education (Teacher Education 

Concentration) 

2) Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education (Human 

performance Concentration) 

3) Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education (Nutrition 

Concentration) 

4) Educational Specialist with a major in Education (Physical Education Concentration) 

5) Alternative 5
th
 Year Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education 
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1) Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education 

(Teacher Education Concentration) 
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2) Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education 

(Human performance Concentration) 
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3) Master of Science in Education with a major in Physical Education 

(Nutrition Concentration)  
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4) Educational Specialist with a major in Education (Physical Education 

Concentration)  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


