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NEWS  

IMPACTSEED begins 2008 session 
By: Jennifer Bacchus 
News staff writer  
06-04-2008  

Dr. Nouredine Zettilli hands out materials to 
participants. Photo: Anita Kilgore  

 
 
On Monday, the sixth year of Improving Physics 
and Chemistry Teaching in Secondary Educati
commonly known as IMPACTSEED, began at 
Jacksonville State University.  

on, 

n.”  

“I never expected it to act this long,” said Dr. 
Nouredine Zettilli, director of IMPACTSEED and a 
member of the faculty at JSU’s Department of 
Physical and Earth Sciences, adding that need in the 
area for better instruction is one of the reasons they 
have been continuously funded. “If the need is not 
there and if your program is not robust enough to 
deliver contents according to state and national 
standards they will not renew it. Every year it is a 
new submissio

The program, which reinforces chemistry and 

- PARTNERS --  -

 

 
The Anniston Star 
The Piedmont 

Journal 
The Daily Home 
Cleburne News 
St. Clair Times 
Longleaf Style 
SCORE!

-- AFFILIATES --  
Search Now:  

  

 
-- ADVERTISERS --  

 

http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/local_index?nav=home&thisZip=36265&partner=wxport
http://www.msnbc.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/theannistonstaro?tag-id=theannistonstaro&placement=ap-search-logo-126x32.gif&site=amazon
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/adpro/adpro.pl?ID=eqclassmates&URL=http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2722869-10398789?sid=49
http://www.jaxnews.com/news/
http://www.jaxnews.com/sports/
http://www.jaxnews.com/lifestyle/
http://www.jaxnews.com/opinion/
http://www.jaxnews.com/obituaries/
http://www.jaxnews.com/almanac/
http://www.jaxnews.com/classifieds/jn-index.htm
http://www.alabamalegals.com/
http://www.jaxnews.com/directory/
http://www.jaxnews.com/directory/
http://www.jaxnews.com/puzzle/jn-puzzle.htm
http://www.jaxnews.com/subscribe/jaxnews/
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/advertise.htm
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/about.htm
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/contact.htm
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/terms.htm
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/privacy.htm
http://www.jaxnews.com/www/jn/pdfedition.htm
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/curcon_local?nav=home&metric=0&partner=jaxnews
http://wwwa.accuweather.com/adcbin/local_radar.asp?nav=home&partner=jaxnews
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/hbh_local?nav=home&metric=0&partner=jaxnews
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/past24_local?nav=home&metric=0&partner=jaxnews
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/video_index?nav=video
http://www.annistonstar.com/
http://www.annistonstar.com/
http://www.thepiedmontjournal.com/
http://www.thepiedmontjournal.com/
http://www.thepiedmontjournal.com/


physics concepts for teachers and gives them ha
on projects they can use to relate a lesson to the
students, is the only one of its kind in Alabama and 
is funded by the Alabama Commission on Highe
Education through No Child Left Behind.  
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said Zettilli.  

. 

neering Department to get much of the two-
week program set up.  

sked 
him to hold conferences during his time there.  

D 

o 

ducation, saying I had some experience 
in outreach.”  

p giving talks in UAE, Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia.  

t 
dents to 

relate the theories have learned into practical uses.  

he participants and walk 
them through the lab projects.  

 and 
ogram 

participants, they listen to them as well.  

“We are the only program in Alabama that deals 
with physics and chemistry. Most of the other 
programs deal with English or biology or math,” 

Since September 2007, Zettilli has been in The 
United Arab Emirates on a Fulbright Fellowship, 
only arriving back in Jacksonville last week. This 
meant he was away during the planning phase for 
this year’s IMPACTSEED and had to rely on Dr
Noureddine Beckhouche of the Technology and 
Engi

Being in the Middle East didn’t keep him from 
working with IMPACTSEED, however. His hosts 
quickly learned of his summer workshops and a

“I thought I would go over there and not do 
IMPACTSEED, but I was doing IMPACTSEE
over there,” said Zettilli. “We started this here, in 
Jacksonville, Alabama, and all of a sudden I go t
UAE and the physics department tipped off the 
ministry of e

Zettilli wound u

IMPACTSEED’s main focus is to instruct high 
school teachers on the best way to introduce 
technology into their curriculum and how to use i
in hands-on experiments that allow the stu

In addition to Zettili and Beckhouche, Jan Wilson of 
the Department of Education and Drs. Al Nichols 
and Laura Weinkauf of the Department of Physical 
and Earth Sciences teach t

The college professors who lead the lectures
labs, however, don’t just lecture to the pr



“We learn from each other, really. Although we 
provide knowledge and we provide content, when it 
comes to best practices some of the teachers have
some very effective practices,” said Zettilli. “We 
have discussions in the classes where we share 
among ourse

 

lves the best practices and the best way 
to teach this topic.”  

 

 and in the 
number of students pursuing science as a major.  

cs and chemistry is much, 
uch better,” said Zettilli.  

 

About Jennifer Bacchus  

 -435-5021 or via 
e-mail at jbacchus@jaxnews.com

Zettilli initially began the program as a reaction to
what he saw in his physics classes – students who 
either had not taken physics in high school or who 
were not given proper instruction. Since the 
program began, he has seen a marked improvement 
in the knowledge base his students have

“Since we started six years ago we have seen a 
tremendous increase in the number of students 
majoring in chemistry and the quality of students 
taking freshman physi
m

Jennifer Bacchus is a staff writer at The Jacksonville 
News. She can be reached at 256

  

Contact Jennifer Bacchus  

Phone: 
E-mail: 

256-435-5021  
jbacchus@jaxnews.com 
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