2007 Communication Advisory Board


From left to right: Jeffrey Hedrick, Buddy Eiland, Tammy Mize, Susan Williamson, Lantz Croft, and Roy Williams. (all CAB photos courtesy of Mike Stedham)
The Communication advisory board meets at least once a semester to bring outside media and industry professionals from the local area onto the campus to meet with the Communication department faculty and discuss everything that might have transpired since the last meeting. Topics include how they responded to certain events, what their strategies and tactics are in the filed, any new technologies they might have adapted, and any trends they perceive as developing in the industry itself.

This is a networking and interactive exchange of information, an opportunity that invariably benefits all who attend. The faculty use this as an opportunity to make any adjustments or additions to their current courses, keep abreast of any new technical changes or industry demands, as well as advise students of the internship opportunities that might exist in the neighboring communities. Regular committee members travel from the tri-state region close to Jacksonville (which is located in Northeast Alabama), including those from Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia. Several are JSU alumni as well, using this opportunity as a "homecoming" of sorts, where they are introduced to any technology changes or additions to the Self Hall facilities.
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In this photo, Kingsley Harbor (hand on camera) is showing CAB members the new cameras acquired recently for use in the Broadcast sequence. Back row looking on, from left to right: Roy Williams, Augustine Ihator, Jeffrey Hedrick, Susan Williamson, and Buddy Eiland. 
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Outside attendees at the December 12, 2007 CAB meeting included (from left to right):
Lantz Croft, Roy Williams, Buddy Eiland, Susan Williamson, Gina Laughlin, and Graham Hadley. 

Amongst the current issues that the communication faculty/staff discussed with these professionals was the noticeable trends towards almost complete reliance by many workers, particularly those in the younger generation they interact with, on the Internet. Also discussed was the credibility of blogs and citing information from them, as well as fact-checking liability and practices with other Internet resources such as Wikipedia. The upcoming transition to High Definition (HD) in the broadcast industry was also a topic of interest/discussion.
Industry Professionals
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	R. Lantz Croft
Assistant News Director,
FOX6 WBRC-TV 
Education: Bachelor of Arts, Communication,
Jacksonville State University, 1997
Email lcroft@wbrc.com

Professional Contact Info:
Phone (205) 583-8445
Fax (205) 583-4356
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	Graham Hadley
Managing Editor,
(Talladega) Daily Home
4 Sylacauga Highway
Talladega, AL 35160
Email: ghadley@dailyhome.com

Professional Contact Info:
Phone (256) 362-1000
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	GIna Pesco Laughlin
Assistant News Director,
Delta Air Lines
Education: Bachelor of Arts, Communication,
Jacksonville State University, 2004?????
Email: gina.p.laughlin@delta.com

Professional Contact Info:
Phone (404) 213-8298 (office)
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	Roy Williams
Assistant News Director,
Birmingham News
Education: Bachelor of Arts, Communication,
Jacksonville State University, 1997????
Email: rwilliams@bhamnews.com

Professional Contact Info:
Phone (205) 325-2471
1-800-283-4144 ext. 2471
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	Susan Williamson
Director of Community Relations,
Northeast Alabama RegionalMedical Center 
Education: Bachelor of Arts, Communication,????
Jacksonville State University, ????
Email: swilliamson@rmccares.org

Professional Contact Info:
Phone (256) 235-5633

	
	Randy Johnson
Managing Editor, Gadsden Times
Email: randy.johnson@gadsdentimes.com
Phone (256) 459-2060

Phillip Sanguinetti
President, Consolidated Publishing Co.
Email: psanguinetti@annistonstar.com
Phone (256) 235-9202

Ted Pratt
Administrator, Corp. Affairs and Communication
Honda Manufacturing of Alabama
Email: Ted_Pratt@hma.honda.com
Phone (205) 355-5137


